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2019
ORDUITHE SEASAIMH 
DON CHOMHDHÁIL
STANDING ORDERS 
FOR CONVENTION

In order that the proceedings of the convention be carried out  
without delay, the following Standing Orders will be observed:

1.  The Proposer of a Resolution or of an Amendment may speak for  
five minutes, but not more than five minutes.

2.  A Delegate speaking to a Resolution or an Amendment must not  
exceed three minutes.

3.  The Proposer of a Resolution or Amendment may speak a second  
time for three minutes before a vote is taken, but no other delegate  
may speak a second time to the same Resolution or Amendment.

4.  The Chairman at any time he considers a matter has been sufficiently  
discussed call on the Proposer for a reply, and when that has been  
given a vote must be taken.

5.  A Delegate may, with the consent of the chairman, move “That the  
question be now put”, after which, when the Proposer has spoken,  
a vote must be taken.

6.  Standing Orders shall not be suspended for the purpose of considering  
any matter not on the Agenda, except by the consent of a majority equal  
to two thirds of those present and voting.

MIREANNA
1. Fógra fán Chomhdháil, an Clár, Aínmniúcháin, Rúin agus fógraí fá chruinnithe.  
2. Miontuairisci na Comhdhála deireadh.
3. Cuntaisí Airgeadais.. 
4. Tuarascáil Bhliaintúil An Rúnaí.
5. Tuarascáil Coiste Éisteachta. 
6. Tuarascáil an Chomhairle Forbhartha agus Oiliúna. 
7. Tuarascáil an Choiste Forbairt Iomána..
8. Tuarascáil Coiste Gaeilge agus Oidhreachta.
9. Tuarascáil Coiste na Reiteóirí. 
10. Tuarascáil Rúnaí Scór agus Cultúir.
11. Tuarascáil Coiste Cód Eitice agus Dea - Chleachtadh.. 
12. Tuarascáil Cumann na mBunscol. 
13. Tuarascáil an Scoileanna Uladh.
14. Tuarascáil Ard Oideachas Uladh.
15. Tuarascáil Coiste Teicneolaiochta, Margaiochta agus Ciadreamh Poibli. 
16. Tuarascail Coiste Forbairt Fisiciul Pleanail na gClub. 
17. Tuarascail Coiste Folláine agus Sláinte Uladh.
18. Tuarascáil Iomlánú.
19. Tuarascáil Coiste Liathróid Láimhe.
20. Ainmniúchán na nOifigeach 
21. Rúin.

CLG CHOMHAIRLE 
ULADH
AN CHOMDHAIL 
BHLIANTUIL 
2019 
Tuarascála Rúnaí agus 
Cuntaisi na nIniuchóirí don 
bhliain dar chríoch 31ú 
Deireadh Fómhair, 2018

ULSTER CLUB WINNERS 
Gaoth Dobhair

ULSTER CLUB WINNERS 
Ruairí Óg
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CUMANN LÚTHCHLEAS GAEL  
COMHAIRLE ULADH COMHDHÁIL BHLIANTÚIL 2019
A chara, 

Tionólfar an Chomhdháil Bhliantúil de chuid Chomhairle Uladh - Cumann Lúthchleas Gael, in Óstán na Cille Móire, Co.  
An Chabháin, ar 25ú Eanáir 2019 ag tosú ar 7.30i.n. 

Go díreach roimh an Chomhdháil, beidh Aifreann do bhaill a fuair bás ar siúl ag 6.30i.n. in Óstán na Cille Móire.

Beidh an dinnéar réidh ar 7.00 i.n. in Óstán na Cille Móire. 

Comhairle Uladh:
Beidh cruinniú speisialta den choiste Cúige go díreach i ndiaidh na comhdhála chun aon ghnó práinneach a phlé.

Is mise, le meas, 

Brian Mac Fhíobhuí
Rúnaí, Chomhairle Uladh CLG

8-10 Sráid an Mhargaidh
Ard Mhacha

BT61 7BX
 11ú Eanáir 201901 
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02 03 
FODHLÍTHE CHOMHAIRLE 
ULADH – 2019

1. 
I gcomhréir le Riail 3.29 2018, beidh 
Comhairle Uladh comhdhéanta de: 
Cathaoirleach, Leas-Chathaoirleach, 
Cisteoir, Oifigeach Caidrimh Phoiblí, 
(tofa ag Comhthionól Cúige) an Rúnaí 
ceapaithe lán aimsire (gan cearta 
vótála), beirt ionadaithe ainmnithe 
ó gach Contae agus ainmnítear 
ionadaí amháin (gan cearta 
vótála) ón Liathróid Láimhe CLG 
Chomhairle Chúige, an Chomhairle 
Ardoideachais Cúige, Comhairle an 
Chúige Iarbhunscoil agus de Choiste 
Cúige na mBunscoileanna. Beidh 
Iar- Chathaoirleach na Comhairle 
láithreach ina chomhalta de bhrí 
oifige don bhliain tar éis foirceannadh 
oifige.

(A)  Faoi réir dhlínse foriomlána 
Chomhairle Uladh Lár-Chomhairle 
beidh na cumhachtaí mar a 
chinnfear le Riail 3.30 Treorai 
Oifigiúil 2018

(B)  Déanfar gach cinneadh ón 
gComhairle i nGaeilge agus  
i mBéarla.

Ceapfaidh Comhairle Uladh na 
Fochoistí seo a leanas a mbeidh a 
gcuid feidhmeanna mar atá leagtha 
amach i Riail 3.32 Treorai Oifige 
2018. Cinnfidh an Chomhairle Cúige 
ballraíocht tar éis ainmniúcháin an 
Chathaoirligh atá ag teacht isteach. 
Beidh Oifigeach Freastail neamh-
vótála ceaptha ag gach Fochoiste.

2. 
AN COISTE BAINISTÍOCHTA 
CÚIGE:   
Beidh an Cathaoirleach Cúige 
(nó Leas- Chathaoirleach ina 
chathaoirleach ar an gCoiste 
Bainistíochta Cúige in éagmais 
an Chathaoirligh) agus beidh sé 
comhdhéanta de na hOifigigh eile a 
toghadh ag Coinbhinsiún Cúige, na 
Cathaoirligh ar Oiliúint agus Forbairt 
Cluichí, Riarthóirí Riarthóirí, Coistí 
Cultúrtha faoi réir Riail 3.32 B (iii) GO 
2018. Fónfaidh Iar- Chathaoirleach 
láithreach na Comhairle don bhliain 
tar éis dóibh a dtéarma oifige a 
fhoirceannadh. Áireofar air fosta, dhá 
ainmní de chuid an Chathaoirligh 
agus Rúnaí Chomhairle Uladh (gan 
cearta vótála) atá ina gcomhaltaí 
den Chumann, faoi réir a gceaptha ag 
Comhairle Uladh.

3.
COISTE RIALAITHE COMÓRTAIS: 
Beidh an Choiste Rialaithe Comórtais 
comhdhéanta de na hOifigigh a 
toghadh ag Coinbhinsiún Cúige 
agus ionadaí amháin ó gach Contae 
a ainmníonn an Coiste Contae ag 
tús gach bliain óna dhá ionadaí 
chuig Comhairle Uladh a toghadh 
ag Coinbhinsiún an Chontae faoi 
seach. Fónfaidh Iar-Chathaoirleach 
láithreach na Comhairle don bhliain 
tar éis dóibh a dtéarma oifige a 
fhoirceannadh. Beidh an Riarthóir 
Réiteoirí Cúige ina chomhalta den 
choiste seo de réir Riail 3.30 (g) T.O. 
2018.

4. 
COISTE ÉISTEACHTA  
NA CÚIGE: 
Beidh Choiste Éisteachtaí an Chúige 
comhdhéanta de Cathaoirleach agus 
Rúnaí arna cheapadh ag Comhairle 
Uladh agus ionadaithe na gContae 
a toghadh sa choinbhinsiún Contae 
roimhe seo do Chomhairle Uladh agus 
nach bhfuil ina mbaill den Choiste 
Rialaithe Comórtais ná ón gCoiste 
Bainistíochta. Beidh an Rúnaí Cúige 
ina chomhalta de’n choiste ach 
amháin nuair a bheidh sé ag gníomhú 
mar Rúnaí neamh-vótála chun déileáil 
le hachomhairc agus a éisteacht. 
Beidh córam trí chomhalta ar a 
laghad ag aon éisteacht ar bith.

5. 
AN CHOISTE PLEANÁIL  
AGUS FORBAIRT FHISICIÚIL: 
Beidh an Choiste Pleanáil agus 
Forbairt Fhisiciúil comhdhéanta mar 
a leanas. Cathaoirleach, Rúnaí agus 
naoi gcomhalta eile atá ceaptha ag 
Comhairle Uladh. Tabharfaidh an 
choiste comhairle do Chomhairle 
Uladh maidir le ábhar forbartha 
fisiciúil agus ábhair ghaolmhara a 
bhaineann le Clubanna laistigh de 
dhlínse Chomhairle Uladh.

AN CLÁR 
1. Miontuairiscí na Comhdhála deiridh. 
2. Glacadh le hOrduithe Seasamh. 
3. Óráid an Uachtaráin. 
4. Tuarascáil Iniúchóirí na gCuntas agus an Chuntais Airgeadais 
5. Tuarascáil An Rúnaí 2018. 
6. Toghadh na nOifigeach.
7. Tuarascáil an Choiste Éisteachta. 
8. Tuarascáil na Comhairle Forbartha agus Oiliúna. 
9. Tuarascáil an Choiste Forbartha Iomána. 
10. Tuarascáil Choiste na Gaeilge agus na hOidhreachta. 
11. Tuarascáil Choiste na Réiteoirí. 
12. Tuarascáil an Choiste Scór agus Cultúir. 
13. Tuarascáil Choiste Cód Eitice agus Deá-Chleachtais. 
14. Tuarascáil Chumann na mBunscol. 
15. Tuarascáil Scoileanna Uladh. 
16. Tuarascáil Ard Oideachas Uladh.
17.  Tuarascáil Choiste Teicneolaíochta, Margaíochta agus 

Caidrimh Poiblí. 
18.  Tuarascáil Choiste Forbartha agus Pleanáil Fhisiceach  

na gClub. 
19. Tuarascáil Choiste Folláine agus Sláinte Uladh. 
20. Tuarascáil an Choiste Iomlánaithe. 
21. Tuarascáil Choiste Liathróid Láimhe. 
22. Rúin.
23. Fodhlíthe Chomhairle Uladh 2019.
24. Ionad don Chéad Chomhdháil eile.

AINMNLÚCHÁIN 
Don Cathaoirleácht   Oilibhéar Ó Gealagain (An Cabhán) 

Seán Ó Cianáin (Doire) - Tarraing siar 

Don Leas Cathaoirleacht  Ciarán Mac Lochlainn (Tír Eoghain) 
Seán Ó Congháile (Muineachán)

Don Chisteóireacht Mícheál Mag Eochagáin (Ard Mhacha)

Oifigeach Caidreamh Poiblí  Déaglán Mac Conchoille (An Cabhán)   
P.J. Mac Gabhann (Dún na nGall)  
Michéal Mac Ardail (An Dún) 
Nollaig Ó Dufaigh (Muineachán)
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6.
COISTE RIARACHÁIN  
NA RÉITEOIRÍ: 
Beidh Coiste Riaracháin na Réiteoirí 
comhdhéanta mar a leanas. 
Cathaoirleach agus Rúnaí arna 
cheapadh ag Comhairle Uladh agus 
Riarthóir na Réiteoirí do gach contae. 
Is é Riarthóir na Réiteoirí Cúige a 
bhéas ina Rúnaí ar an Choiste seo. 
Beidh an choiste seo freagrach as 
Beartas Náisiúnta a chur i bhfeidhm 
maidir le polasaí réiteoireacht laistigh 
den Chúige.

7. 
COISTE FORBARTHA  
OILIÚNA AGUS OILIÚINT:
Beidh an Choiste Forbartha Oiliúna 
agus Oiliúint comhdhéanta mar a 
leanas. Cathaoirleach agus Rúnaí arna 
cheapadh ag Comhairle Uladh, agus 
na hOifigí Traenála Contae agus na 
n-ionadaithe atá ainmnithe ag Coiste 
na mBunscoileanna, Scoileanna 
Uladh agus Comhairle Ard-Oideachais 
Uladh. Beidh cead ag Comhairlí 
Uladh Peile na mBan, Camógaíocht, 
Liathróid Láimhe agus Corr ball 
amháin a ainmniú chun freastal ar an 
gCoiste seo.

8.
COISTE CULTÚRTHA: 
Beidh an Choiste Cultúrtha 
comhdhéanta mar a leanas. 
Cathaoirleach agus Rúnaí a 
cheapfaidh Comhairle Uladh agus 
an tOifigeach Chultúr agus Teanga 
ó gach Contae. Le cois sin, beidh sé 
comhdhéanta de Chathaoirleach nó 
Rúnaí Choiste Scór Uladh agus an 
Ghrúpa Oibre Gaeilge agus triúr eile a 
cheapann Comhairle Uladh.

9. 
COISTE CAIDREAMH  
POIBLÍ / MARGAÍOCHTA: 
Beidh Coiste Chaidreamh Poiblí / 
Margaíochta comhdhéanta mar 
a leanas. Cathaoirleach a bheidh 
ina OCP ar Chomhairle Uladh, 
Rúnaí, naoi gcinn de chuid OCP 
Chontae agus beirt eile a cheapann 
Comhairle Uladh. Forbróidh an 
choiste seo Straitéisí Teicneolaíochta 
Faisnéise agus Margaíochta agus 
comhairleoidh sé Chomhairle Uladh 
ar na nithe seo agus aon ábhar eile a 
bhaineann leo.

10. 
COISTE AIRGEADAIS: 
Beidh an Coiste Airgeadais 
comhdhéanta de Chathaoirleach  
agus de Rúnaí agus suas le sé dhuine 
eile a cheapfaidh Comhairle Uladh, 
ceann acu a bheidh mar Cheann 
Airgeadais ar Chomhairle Uladh. 
Is é Cisteoir Chomhairle Uladh 
Cathaoirleach an Choiste seo.  
Beidh an choiste seo freagrach  
ar son comhairle a thabhairt do 
Chomhairle Uladh agus don Choiste 
Bainistíochta maidir le achán rud  
a bhaineas le cúrsaí airgeadais 
laistigh den Chúige.

11. 
ANAILÍSITHE DAINGNEÁIN
Ba cheart do Choiste Bainistíochta 
Chomhairle Uladh dhá anailísí 
daingneáin a cheapadh de réir Riail 
3.32 T.O (2018). Ceapfaidh Comhairle 
Uladh na fo-Choistí seo a leanas agus 
tá a gcuid ballraíochta, dualgais agus 
feidhmeanna leagtha amach thíos.

12.  
COISTE FORBARTHA: 
Beidh an Coiste Forbartha 
comhdhéanta de na hOifigigh a 
toghadh ag an gComhairle Cúige 
agus ionadaí ainmnithe amháin ó 
gach Contae a ainmneoidh an Coiste 
Contae ag tús gach bliain óna dhá 
ionadaí chuig Comhairle Uladh agus 
ionadaí amháin ainmnithe an ceann 
de Choiste Scoileanna Uladh, Coiste 
na mBunscoileanna, Comhairle Ard-
Oideachais Uladh agus Comhairle 
Liathróid Láimhe Uladh. Fónfaidh 
Iar-Chathaoirleach láithreach na 
Comhairle don bhliain tar éis dóibh a 
dtéarma oifige a fhoirceannadh. Beidh 
an choiste freagrach as gach ábhar 
pleanála forbartha agus straitéiseach 
laistigh de dhlínse Chomhairle Uladh.

13. 
COISTE FORBARTHA 
IOMÁNAÍOCHTA:  
Beidh Coiste Forbartha Iománaíochta 
comhdhéanta mar a leanas. 
Cathaoirleach a bheidh ina Leas-
Chathaoirleach ar an gComhairle, 
Leaschathaoirleach agus ionadaí 
amháin de gach Contae a ainmneoidh 
an Coiste Contae ag tús gach bliain ó 
bhallraíocht Choiste Bainistíochta an 
Chontae.

(A) n Dhéanfaidh rúnaí a cheapfaidh 
Comhairle Uladh seirbhísiú dó.

(B)  Beidh an choiste freagrach as 
Iománaíocht laistigh den Chúige a 
fhorbairt.

(C)  Dhéanfaidh an choiste, faoi 
réir rialú iomlán na Rialuithe 
Iomaíochta Coiste, comórtais den 
sórt sin a eagrú de réir mar is gá 
chun an cluiche a fhorbairt agus a 
chur chun cinn.

14. 
COISTE SÁBHÁILTEACHTA  
NA BPÁIRCEANNA:  
Beidh Coiste Sábháilteachta na 
bPáirceanna comhdhéanta de na 
hOifigigh, na cúig iar-Uachtarán 
láithreach, Cathaoirleach an Choiste 
Fhorbairt Fhisiciúil agus Pleanála 
agus suas le beirt eile arna gceapadh 
ag Comhairle Uladh.

(A)  Dhéanfaidh an choiste 
maoirseacht ar gach forbairt ar 
áiseanna laistigh den Chúige.

(B)  Dhéanfaidh an choiste gach 
saoráid agus obair forbartha 
a dhéanfaidh sé i mBailte an 
Chontae a cheadú.

(C)  Dhéanfaidh an choiste cinneadh 
ar gach Cúnamh Deontais laistigh 
de na treoirlínte mar a chinnfidh 
Comhairle Uladh.

(D)  Dhéanfaidh an choiste a mholadh 
mar theorainneacha iasachta de 
réir mar a measfar oiriúnach do 
Choistí Contae.

(E)  Dhéanfaidh an choiste faireachán 
ar ghnéithe dlíthiúla maoine agus 
déanfaidh sé moltaí de réir mar a 
measfar oiriúnach.

(F)  Dhéanfaidh an choiste tuarascáil 
chomh maith don Choiste 
Forbartha de réir mar a measfar 
oiriúnach.

15. 
COISTE SLÁINTE AGUS 
SÁBHÁILTEACHTA: 
Beidh an Choiste Sláinte agus 
Sábháilteachta comhdhéanta mar a 
leanas. An Rúnaí Cúige a bheidh ina 
Chathaoirleach, Rúnaí, an príomh-
mhaor Cúige, na naoi Riarlaitheoir 
Imeachta Contae / Oifigigh 
Sábháilteachta * agus trí cinn eile  
atá ceaptha ag Comhairle Uladh.

(A)  Oibreoidh an choiste le cinntiú go 
gcomhlíontar leis an Reachtaíocht 
ábhartha Shábháilteacht ag Forais 
Spóirt (Treoracha Gorm / Dearg 
/ Glas) agus a chinntiú go bhfuil 
íoschaighdeáin Sábháilteachta 
Sláinte i bhfeidhm i ngach áis CLG 
de réir na reachtaíochta ábhartha 
eile ag baint le Shábháilteacht, 
Sláinte agus an dea-chleachtas 
treoir.

(B)  Beidh ról lárnach ag an gCoiste i 
dteagmháil go díreach le páirtithe 
leasmhara sábháilteachta ag 
leibhéal Cúige, Contae agus Club 
agus iad ag obair go díreach leis 
an gCoiste Sábháilteachta Sláinte 
Náisiúnta agus le gach Coiste 
Sábháilteachta Sláinte Contae.

(C)  Is é an choiste seo Coiste 
Comhairleacha Sábháilteachta do 
Chomhairle Uladh.

 
N.B. *  téarmaíocht dhifriúil a úsáid a úsáideann 

comhlachtaí reachtúla sa dá dhlínse.

16. 
COISTE CHÓID EITICE  
AGUS DEA-CHLEACHTAIS:  
Beidh an Choiste Chóid Eitice agus 
Dea- chleachtais comhdhéanta mar 
a leanas. Cathaoirleach, Rúnaí, Rúnaí 
Cúige, Oifigeach Leanaí Cúige, naoi 
Oifigeach Leanaí Contae, agus trí 
dhuine eile a cheapann Comhairle 
Uladh. Beidh sé freagrach as gach gné 
d’eitic agus dea-chleachtas mar 
 a bhaineann sé le Comhairle Uladh.

(A)  Cinnteoidh an choiste go 
gcomhlíontar na ceanglais 
dhlíthiúla go léir mar a bhaineann 
siad le Comhairle Uladh nó a chuid 
aonad comhpháirteacha.

(B)  Beidh an choiste freagrach as na 
cláir oiliúna uile a sheachadadh i 
ndáil leis na daoine atá ag obair go 
hiomlán nó go páirteach le páistí

(C)  Déanfaidh an choiste taifead  
ar gach duine atá oilte ar chúrsaí 
ainmnithe a choimeád agus  
a rialú.

(D)  Cinnteoidh an choiste go ndéanfar 
gach coiste atá ceaptha agus 
cóistí a oibríonn i scoileanna a 
scrúdú sula gceapfar iad.

(E)  Dhéanfaidh sé tuairisciú fosta 
chuig Coiste Rialaithe Comórtais 
agus an Coiste Forbartha Oiliúna 
agus Oiliúint de réir mar is gá.

17. 
COISTE SCÓR:  
Beidh Coiste Scór freagrach as Scór 
agus Scór na nÓg a eagrú laistigh 
den Chúige, faoi réir freagracht 
uileghabhálach an Choiste Cultúir 
a thuairiscíonn sé fosta. Beidh 
Cathaoirleach agus Rúnaí ceaptha 
ag Comhairle Uladh agus ionadaí 
ainmnithe amháin ó gach contae a 
ainmníonn a gcuid coistí contae faoi 
seach agus ainmní amháin ainmnithe 
ó Chomhairle Uladh a bheidh ina 
chomhalta den Chomhairle.

18.  
AN CHOISTE COIMHTHÁITHE:  
Beidh an Choiste Comhtháite 
comhdhéanta de Cathaoirleach a 
bheidh mar Leas-Chathaoirleach na 
Comhairle, Rúnaí, Cathaoirleach

 agus Rúnaí na Cúige faoi seach 
de chuid Chomhairle Uladh de 
Chumann Peile na mBan, Comhairle 
Camógaíochta Uladh, Comhairle 
Liathróid Láimhe Uladh agus ionadaí 
ainmnithe Corr in Uladh. Cuirfidh an 
choiste comhairle agus maoirseacht 
ar an bpróiseas comhtháthaithe idir 
na comhlachtaí faoi seach.

03 
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(A)  Cuirfidh sé cinntí náisiúnta i 
bhfeidhm de réir mar is oiriúnach.

(B)  Cuirfidh sé comhairle ar 
shaincheisteanna agus ar réitigh 
ag éirigh as cur i bhfeidhm 
polasaithe agus prótacail 
chomhaontaithe

(C)  Tuairiscfidh sé de réir mar is gá dá 
gComhairle faoi seach.

19. 
COISTE SCOILEANNA ULADH:  
Beidh Coiste Scoileanna Uladh 
comhdhéanta de Chathaoirleach 
agus Rúnaí a cheapfaidh Comhairle 
Uladh, agus fiche ionadaithe eile 
a thoghfar ag Cruinniú Ginearálta 
Bliantúil Choiste Scoileanna Uladh 
agus ionadaí amháin de Chomhairle 
Liathróid Láimhe Uladh, faoi réir a 
cheaptha ag Comhairle Uladh.

Tarraingeoidh Coiste Scoileanna 
Uladh Rialacha agus Rialacháin do 
chomórtais faoina dhlínse agus tá 
siad faoi réir Fodhlíthe Chomhairle 
Uladh.

20. 
COISTE SLÁINTE AGUS FOLLÁINE: 
Tacóidh an Coiste Sláinte agus 
Folláine leis an Clár Sláinte agus 
Folláine laistigh den Chúige agus 
cuirfidh sé i bhfeidhm é. Beidh sé 
comhdhéanta de Chathaoirleach, 
Rúnaí a bheidh ina Bhainisteoir 
Folláine Sláinte Pobail agus ionadaí ó 
gach Coiste Fholláine Sláinte Contae. 
Is féidir le Cathaoirleach an Choiste 
Fholláine Sláinte Náisiúnta freastal i 
gcáil neamh-vótála.

21.  
BORD TIONSCADAIL CLG ULADH: 
Dhéanfaidh Bord Tionscadail CLG 
Uladh maoirsiú ar Thionscadal 
Forbartha Pháirc Mhic Easmainn.  
Tá na Téarmaí Tagartha mar atá 
sainithe sa MOU idir Comhairle Uladh 
agus an Roinn Gnóthaí Pobail (an 
Roinn Cultúir Ealaíon agus Fóillíochta 
roimhe seo - DCAL). Tá ballraíocht mar 
atá leagtha amach sa MOU.

22.  
COISTE ACMHAINNÍ DAONNA:  
Beidh an Choiste Acmhainní Daonna 
freagrach as saincheisteanna 
fostaíochta agus araíonachta a 
bhaineann le foireann Chomhairle 
Uladh. Beidh sé comhdhéanta de 
Leas-Chathaoirleach ó Chomhairle 
Uladh a bheidh ina chathaoirleach 
ar an gcoiste, an Rúnaí Cúige, an 
gCeannasaí Airgeadais Acmhainní 
Daonna agus dhá chomhalta breise.

23.  
COISTE ACHOMHAIRC 
ACMHAINNÍ DAONNA:  
Beidh an Coiste Achomhairc 
Acmhainní Daonna freagrach as 
achomhairc a bhaineann le cinntí 
an Choiste Acmhainní Daonna agus 
beidh Cathaoirleach Chomhairle 
Uladh ina chathaoirleach ar an 
gcoiste agus trí chomhalta eile arna 
cheapadh ag Comhairle Uladh.

 24.  
Caithfidh comhalta amháin ar a 
laghad de Chomhairle Uladh freastal 
ar gach Fochoiste.

25.  
Beidh feidhm ag na cearta vótála 
maidir le Fochoistí maidir le gach 
ball den Fhochoiste faoi seach ach 
amháin i gcás ina gcuireann Treoir 
Oifigiúil CLG cosc ar dhuine ó vótáil 
nó i gcás ina luaitear a mhalairt sna 
fodhlíthe seo. Níl cearta vótála ag 
an Rúnaí Cúige ar aon choiste, ná ní 
hionann an tOifigeach Feidhmiúcháin 
don choiste sin.

26. 
Déanfaidh Comhairle Uladh 
athbhreithniú ar na Fodhlíthe gach 
bliain ag Coinbhinsiún Cúige.

27. 
Beidh Cathaoirleach gach fochoiste 
freagrach as tuairisciú do Chomhairle 
Uladh nó don Fhochoiste ábhartha 
agus chun tuarascáil bhliantúil a chur 
faoi bhráid an Choinbhinsiúin Cúige.

28.  
Coimeádann Comhairle Uladh an 
ceart chun Grúpaí Oibre a cheapadh 
mar a mheastar a bheith oiriúnach.

29.  
I gcás coinbhleachta léirmhínithe, is 
an leagan Gaeilge de na Fodhlíthe seo 
a bheidh i réim.

03 03 ULSTER COUNCIL BYE LAWS – 2019

1. 
In accordance with Rule 3.29 2018 
Ulster Council shall consist of: A 
Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, 
Treasurer, Public Relations Officer,(all 
elected at Provincial Convention) 
the appointed full- time Secretary 
(without voting rights) , two named 
representatives from each County 
and one named representative each 
( without voting rights) from the 
GAA Handball Provincial Council, the 
Provincial Higher Education Council, 
the Provincial Post-Primary School’s 
Council and the Provincial Primary 
Schools Committee. The immediate 
past Council Chairperson shall be 
an ex-officio member for the year 
following termination of office.

(A)  Subject to the overall jurisdiction 
of the Central Council Ulster 
Council shall have the powers as 
determined by Rule 3.30 Treorai 
Oifigiuil 2018

(B)  All decisions of the Council shall 
be taken in the Irish and English 
Language. 

The following Sub-Committees 
whose functions shall be as set out 
in Rule 3.32 Treorai Oifgiuil 2018 
shall be appointed by Ulster Council. 
Membership shall be determined 
by the Provincial Council following 
nomination by the incoming 
Chairperson. All Sub- Committees 
will have an appointed non-voting 
Servicing Officer.

2. 
THE PROVINCIAL  
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE: 
 shall be chaired by the Provincial 
Chairperson (or Vice-Chairperson in 
the absence of the Chairperson) and 
shall consist of the other Officers 
elected at Provincial Convention,, 
the Chairpersons of Coaching and 
Games Development, Referees 
Administration, Cultural Committees 
subject to Rule 3.32 B (iii) T.O. 2018.
The immediate past Chairperson of 
the Council shall serve for the year 
following the termination of their 
term of office. It shall also include 
two nominees of the Chairperson 
and Secretary of the Ulster Council 
(without voting rights) who are 
members of the Association, subject 
to their appointment by the Ulster 
Council.

3. 
COMPETITIONS  
CONTROL COMMITTEE:  
shall consist of the Officers elected 
at Provincial Convention and one 
representative from each County 
nominated by the County Committee 
at the beginning of each year from 
within their two representatives 
to Ulster Council elected at the 
respective County Convention. The 
immediate past Chairperson of 
the Council shall serve for the year 
following the termination of their 
term of office. The Provincial Referees 
Administrator shall also be a member 
of this committee in accordance with 
Rule 3.30 (g) T.O. 2018.

4.  
THE PROVINCIAL  
HEARINGS COMMITTEE:  
shall consist of a Chairperson and 
Secretary appointed by Ulster 
Council and the representatives of 
the Counties who were elected at 
the previous County convention 
to the Ulster Council and who are 
not members of the Competitions 
Control Committee or Management 
Committee.

 The Provincial Secretary shall be a 
member of the committee only when 
acting as a non- voting Secretary in 
dealing with and hearing of appeals. It 
shall have a quorum of at least three 
members at any hearing.

5. 
THE PLANNING AND PHYSICAL 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE: 
 shall consist of a Chairperson, 
Secretary and nine other members 
appointed by Ulster Council. It shall 
advise Ulster Council on all matters 
of physical development and related 
matters pertaining to Clubs within the 
jurisdiction of Ulster Council.
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6.  
THE REFEREES  
ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE: 
shall consist of a Chairperson and 
Secretary appointed by Ulster Council 
and the Referees’ Administrator 
for each county. The Provincial 
Referees Administrator shall be the 
Secretary of this Committee. It shall 
be responsible for implementing 
National Policy on refereeing within 
the Province.

7. 
THE COACHING AND GAMES 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE: 
 shall consist of a Chairperson and 
Secretary appointed by Ulster Council, 
and the County Coaching Officers 
and of the named the representatives 
of the Primary Schools’ Committee, 
Ulster Schools and the Ulster Higher 
Education Council. The Ulster 
Councils of Ladies Gaelic Football, 
Camogie, Handball and Rounders 
shall each be allowed to nominate 
one named member to serve on this 
Committee.

8.  
THE CULTURAL COMMITTEE: 
shall consist of a Chairperson and 
Secretary appointed by the Ulster 
Council and the Officer for Irish 
Language & Culture from each 
County. It shall also consist of  
the Chairperson or Secretary of  
the Ulster Scór Committee and  
the Irish Language Workgroup  
and three other persons appointed  
by the Ulster Council.

9.  
THE PUBLIC RELATIONS/
MARKETING COMMITTEE: 
 shall consist of the Chairperson who 
shall be the Ulster Council PRO, a 
Secretary, nine County PRO’s and two 
others appointed by Ulster Council. It 
shall develop Information Technology 
and Marketing Strategies and advise 
Ulster Council on these and related 
matters.

10.  
THE FINANCE COMMITTEE:  
shall consist of a Chairperson and 
Secretary and up to six other persons 
appointed by the Ulster Council, 
one of whom shall be the Head 
of Finance to Ulster Council. The 
Treasurer of Ulster Council shall be 
the Chairperson of this Committee. 
It shall be responsible for advising 
Ulster Council and the Management 
Committee on all financial matters 
within the Province.

11.  
FIXTURES ANALYSTS: 
The Management Committee of the 
Ulster Council should appoint two 
fixtures analyst in accordance with 
Rule 3.32 T.O (2018).The following  
sub-Committees shall be appointed 
by Ulster Council and their 
membership, duties and functions are 
outlined below:

12. 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE: 
shall consist of the Officers elected 
at Provincial Council and one named 
representative from each County 
nominated by the County Committee 
at the beginning of each year from 
within its two representatives to 
the Ulster Council and one named 
representative each of the Ulster 
Schools Committee, Primary Schools’ 
Committee, Ulster Higher Education 
Council and Ulster Handball Council. 
The immediate past Chairperson of 
the Council shall serve for the year 
following the termination of their 
term of office. It shall be responsible 
for all developmental and strategic 
planning matters within the 
jurisdiction of Ulster Council.

13.  
THE HURLING  
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE:  
shall consist of a Chairperson who 
shall be the Vice-Chairperson of 
the Council, a Vice Chairperson and 
one representative of each County 
nominated by the County Committee 
at the beginning of each year from 
within the membership of the County 
Management Committee.

(A)  It shall be serviced by a secretary 
appointed by Ulster Council.

(B)  It shall be responsible for the 
development of Hurling within the 
Province.

(C)  It shall, subject to the overall 
control of the Competitions 
Control Committee, organise 
such competitions as required to 
develop and promote the game. 

14.  
THE PARKS &  
SAFETY COMMITTEE:  
shall consist of the Officers, the 
five immediate past ex-Presidents, 
the Chairperson of the Planning & 
Physical Development Committee and 
up to two other persons appointed by 
the Ulster Council.

(A)  It shall oversee all development of 
facilities within the Province.

(B)  It shall approve all facilities and 
development work undertaken at 
County Grounds.

(C)  It shall determine all Grant 
Aid within the guidelines as 
determined by Ulster Council.

(D)  It shall approve or recommend as 
appropriate borrowing limits for 
County Committees.

(E)  It shall monitor legal aspects 
of property and make 
recommendations as appropriate.

(F)  It shall additionally report to 
the Development Committee as 
appropriate.

15. 
THE HEALTH AND  
SAFETY COMMITTEE:  
shall consist of the Provincial  
Secretary who shall act as Chairperson,  
a Secretary, the Chief Provincial Steward 
the nine County Event Controllers/Safety 
Officers* and three others appointed by  
the Ulster Council.

(A)  It shall work to ensure compliance 
with the relevant Safety at Sports 
Grounds Legislation (Blue/Red/
Green Guides) and ensure that 
minimum Health & Safety standards 
are in place in all GAA grounds 
as per all other relevant Health & 
Safety legislation and best practice 
guidance.

(B)   The Committee will have a key 
role in liaising directly with 
safety stakeholders at Provincial, 
County and Club level whilst 
working directly with the National 
Health & Safety Committee and 
each County Health & Safety 
Committee.

(C)  It shall be the Safety Advisory 
Committee for the Ulster Council.

N.B.   *to reflect different terminology used by 
statutory bodies in both jurisdictions.

16. 
CODE OF ETHICS AND BEST 
PRACTICE COMMITTEE: 
shall consist of a Chairperson, 
Secretary, the Provincial Secretary, 
the Provincial Children’s Officer, the 
nine County Children’s Officers, and 
three other persons appointed by 
Ulster Council. It shall be responsible 
for all aspects of ethics and good 
practice as it applies to Ulster 
Council.

(A)  It shall ensure compliance with all 
legal requirements as they apply 
to Ulster Council or its constituent 
units.

(B)  It shall be responsible for 
the delivery of all training 
programmes in connection with 
those who in whole or in part work 
with children.

(C)  It shall maintain and control a 
record of all persons trained on 
designated courses.

(D)  It shall ensure that all coaches 
appointed and coaches working 
in schools are vetted before 
appointment.

(E)  It shall additionally report to 
Competitions Control Committee 
and the Coaching and Games 
Development Committee as 
required as appropriate.

17.  
SCÓR COMMITTEE: 
shall be responsible for the 
organising of Scór and Scór na nÓg 
within the Province, subject to the 
overarching responsibility of the 
Culture Committee to which it shall 
additionally report. It shall consist 
of a Chairperson and Secretary 
appointed by the Ulster Council and 
one named representative from each 
county nominated by their respective 
county committees and one named 
nominee from the Ulster Council who 
shall be a member of the Council.

18.  
THE INTEGRATION COMMITTEE: 
shall consist of a Chairperson who 
shall be the Vice- Chairperson 
of the Council, a Secretary, the 
Provincial Chairperson and Secretary 
respectively of the Ulster Council 
of the Ladies Gaelic Football 
Association, the Ulster Camogie 
Council, the Ulster Handball Council 
and a named representative of 
Rounders in Ulster. It shall advise 
and oversee the integration process 
between the respective bodies.

(A)  It shall implement National 
decisions as appropriate.

(B)  It shall advise on issues and 
solutions arising from the 
implementation of agreed policies 
and protocols.

(C)  It shall report as required to their 
respective Council.

03 
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19.  
THE ULSTER  
SCHOOLS COMMITTEE:  
shall consist of the Chairperson 
and Secretary appointed by the 
Ulster Council, and twenty other 
representatives elected at the Annual 
General Meeting of the Ulster Schools 
Committee and one representative 
of Ulster Handball Council, subject to 
appointment by the Ulster Council.

The Ulster Schools Committee shall 
draw up Rules and Regulations for 
competitions under its jurisdiction 
and that are subject to Ulster Council 
Bye Laws.

20. 
THE HEALTH AND  
WELLBEING COMMITTEE:  
shall support and implement the 
Health and Well-Being Programme 
within the Province. It shall consist of 
a Chairperson, Secretary who shall be 
the Community Health & Well-Being 
Manager and a representative from 
each County Health & Well-Being 
Committee. The Chairperson of 
the National Health & Well-Being 
committee may attend in a non-
voting capacity.

21.  
THE ULSTER GAA  
PROJECT BOARD: 
 shall oversee the Casement Park 
Development Project. It’s Terms of 
Reference are as defined in the MOU 
between the Ulster Council and 
the Department for Communities 
(formerly Department for Culture  
Arts and Leisure 
-  DCAL). It’s membership is as set out 

in the MOU.

22.  
THE HUMAN  
RESOURCES COMMITTEE:  
shall be responsible for employment 
and disciplinary issues pertaining 
to the Ulster Council staff. It shall 
consist of the Vice- Chairperson or 
the Ulster Council who shall chair the 
committee, the Provincial Secretary, 
the Head of Finance & HR and two 
additional members.

23. 
THE HUMAN RESOURCES 
APPEALS COMMITTEE: 
shall be responsible for appeals 
relating to decisions of the HR 
Committee and shall consist of the 
Chairperson of Ulster Council who 
shall chair the committee and three 
other members appointed by the 
Ulster Council.

24.  
A minimum of one member of the 
Ulster Council must serve on each 
Sub- Committee.

25.  
The voting rights on Sub Committees 
shall apply to all members of the 
respective Sub Committee except 
where the GAA Official Guide 
precludes a person from voting or 
where otherwise stated in these 
bye-laws. The Provincial Secretary 
does not have voting rights on any 
committee, nor does the Servicing 
officer of that committee.

26. 
The Ulster Council shall review  
the Bye Laws annually at  
Provincial Convention.

27.  
The Chairperson of each 
subcommittee shall be responsible 
for reporting to Ulster Council or the 
relevant Sub Committee and for the 
submission of an annual report to the 
Provincial Convention.

28.  
The Ulster Council reserves the  
right to appoint Workgroups as 
deemed appropriate.

29.  
In the event of a conflict of 
interpretation, the Irish version  
of these Bye Laws prevails.
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04 
MIONTUAIRISCÍ CHOMHDÁIL
BHLIANTÚIL ULADH 2018

MIONTUAIRISCÍ CHOMHDÁIL BHLIANTÚIL  
ULADH AR AN AOINE, 26Ú EANÁIR 2018.
Tionólfar an Chomhdháil Bhliantúil de Chomhairle Uladh Cumann Lútchleas Gael, in Óstán an Villa 
Rose i mBealach Féich, Co Dhún na nGall, ar an Aoine 26ú Eanáir 2018. Bhí an tÚachtarán, Miceal Ó 
hÓsain i gceannas agus bhí na teachtaí seo leanas i láthair:

AN CLÁR 
1. Miontuairisci na Comhdhála deireadh.

2. Glacadh de hOrduithe Seasamh.

3. Oráid an Uachtarán.

4. Tuarascáil Scrúitheóiri na gCuntas, an Cuntais Airgeadais.

5. Tuarascáil An Rúnaí 2017.

6. Tuarascáil Coiste Éisteachta.

7. Tuarascáil an Comhairle Forbhartha agus Oiliúna.

8. Tuarascáil an Choiste Forbairt Iomána.

9. Tuarascáil an Choiste na Gaeilge agus Oidhreachta.

10. Tuarascáil Choiste na Réiteóirí.

11. Tuarascáil an Choiste Scór agus Cultúir.

12. Tuarascáil Coiste Cód Eitice agus Dea-Chleachtadh.

13. Tuarascáil Cumann na mBunscol.

14. Tuarascáil an Scoileanna Uladh.

15. Tuarascáil Ard Oideachas Uladh.

16.  Tuarascáil Coiste Teicneolaíochta, Margaiochta agus 
Ciadreamh Poibli.

17. Tuarascáil Coiste Forbairt Fisiciul Pleanail na gClub.

18. Tuarascáil Coiste Folláine agus Sláinte Uladh.

19. Tuarascáil Coiste Iomlánú.

20. Tuarascáil Coiste Liathróid Láimhe.

21. Toghadm na nOifigeach.

22. Rúin.

23. Fodhlíthe Chomhairle Uladh 2018.

24. Ionad don Chéad Chomhdháil eile.

FÁILTE
M. Ó hÓsain welcomed the delegates to the 2018 Ulster 
Convention held Friday 26th January 2018 in the Villa Rose 
Hotel, Ballybofey, County Donegal. M. Ó hÓsain chaired 
Convention and presented a commemorative plaque to 
M. McGrath in recognition for Convention being hosted in 
Donegal.
M. McGrath Cathaoirleach, Cho. Cho. Dhún na nGall 
welcomed the Officers, members of Ulster Council 
and county delegates to Donegal and wished them a 
successful convention.

MIONTUAIRISCÍ AN CHOMHTHIONÓIL  
BLIANTÚIL 2017
Minutes the 2017 convention were adopted on the 
proposal of M. Geoghegan and seconded by A. O’Kane.

GLACADH LE HORDUITHE SEASTA
The standing orders for convention were adopted on the 
proposal of S. Rooney and seconded by S. Reavey.

An Uachtaran, Comhairle Uladh 
addressed the convention delegates:

ÓRÁID AN UACHTARÁIN
(as published)
A chairde Gael, 
Fáilte roimh go léir, to the 116th 
Annual Convention of CLG Comhairle 
Uladh. The evening scheduling 
of Convention does hamper the 
tranquil view that a Donegal venue 
normally brings to our convention. 
Nevertheless, I favour the new start 
time and an overnight stay will 
confirm that the splendour of the 
Donegal scenery remains intact.

I thank the Donegal County 
Committee for hosting this evening’s 
Convention and to Aideen and Noreen 
for their co-operation in the arranging 
of the 2018 Convention.  I am also 
grateful for the warm welcome from 
your new Cathaoirleach Mick McGrath 
and I wish Mick a most successful 
term in office, both on and off the 
field of play. 

I’ll take this opportunity to wish 
Michael Kerr and Mickey Savage best 
wishes as incoming Chairpersons in 
Tyrone and Armagh respectively. To 
the outgoing Chairpersons of those 
three counties, Sean Dunnion, Roisin 
Jordan and Paul McArdle, my thanks 
to them for their work, leadership of 
their respective counties and for their 
support to me during their time in 
office. My best wishes goes to them 
and I sincerely hope that all three will 
continue in some role within the GAA 
where their experience and ability 
could be put to good use.
 

Last year’s Convention in Burren 
seems more than a year ago - 
2017 was certainly a busy year for 
Comhairle Uladh. This year’s Ulster 
Convention Booklet includes the 
Secretary’s Report and 16 Sub-
Committee Reports which cover 
in excellent detail the work of the 
Council. A Financial report and 
our accounts are in a separate 
publication.

The Secretary’s Report is a 40 page 
account that gives the reader a 
good knowledge of the numerous 
happenings of the Council during 
2017. Such a report should be read 
and discussed.  My thanks to Brian 
McAvoy, our Provincial Secretary 
for such an in-depth analysis of the 
Council’s activities over the past year. 
My sincere thanks to all Sub 
Committee Chairpersons and 
Secretaries who have submitted 
reports to Convention along with the 
Ulster Council staff for the content 
and production of the reports within 
the booklet and indeed the booklet 
itself, which is of a tremendous 
historic value.

The Treasurer’s Financial Report 
is a document of fewer pages, 
though equally important; from a 
Council perspective, the state of 
our finances generally sets the tone 
for Convention. The Council had a 
reasonably good year financially 
during 2017. An equally massive effort 
has been put into the production of 
our Accounts. My thanks to Ciaran 
McLaughlin, Cisteoir, Michelle 
McAleer, Head of Finance, Ruairi 
Cunningham, & our Accountants, 
represented by Brendan Waters, for 
producing a good set of Accounts for 
the Council.

In a year when approximately 7000 
adult games were played in the 
province, there have been a number 
of stand-out achievements:

–  Slaughtneil’s exceptional 
achievements continue. Retaining 
three Provincial Senior titles is a feat 
that is unlikely to be equalled, never 
mind bettered. Their Camogs taking 
All-Ireland Honours in February was 
just reward for the commitment and 
skill of an outstanding team.

–  St. Mary’s University Sigerson Cup 
win, was a remarkable feat. Peter 
Finn and Paddy Tally can be justly 
proud of their achievements during 
2017.

–  Antrim and Donegal winning Allianz 
Hurling league 2A & 3A respectively 
and Derry Nicky Rackard winners - 
all welcome winners in hurling.

–  Tír Eoghain, retained the Ulster 
Football Championship title, the first 
time this have been achieved 2012. 
Tír Eoghan were also, All-Ireland 
winners of the special U17 Football 
title in 2017.

–  Fermanagh Ladies also securing an 
All-Ireland Junior title after a replay 
with Derry.

–  Clonduff Ballad Group, Gaoth 
Dobhair Léiriú Grúpa and St. 
Enda’s Omagh Rince Set, were 
deserved winners in the National 
Scór Sinsir.  In the All-Ireland Scór 
na nÓg, St. Cillian’s Whitecross, 
St. Patrick’s Donaghmore and 
Niamh McDowell from St. Mary’s 
Glasdrumman and Naomh Columba 
were all deserving winners in the 
Ceili Dancing,Instrumental Music, 
Solo Singing and Question Time 
competitions respectively.  
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Bank of Ireland sponsored the Dr. 
McKenna and Conor McGurk Cups and 
these competitions continue to serve 
the counties well as preparation for 
the league. I appeal to all counties in 
the Dr. McKenna Cup to respect the 
rules of the competition in allowing 
the Universities first call on players.
It is with disappointment that I 
endorse that the Ulster Senior Hurling 
Championship is one of the casualties 
of 2018. For the next three years it 
remains on life support.

The Celtic Challenge will continue 
in 2018 with amendments for 
qualification to the competition. 
Seventeen counties, including Galway 
nominate a panel of 24 who cannot 
participate in the Celtic Challenge 

-  these play in the All-Ireland Minor 
Hurling Championship.

The Táin Adult Club Hurling League 
unfortunately lacks support from 
many of the clubs it was intended 
initially to help Hurling Development. 
A review is presently pending on an 
alternative format. 
No matter what format emerges, 
teams not fielding in a competition 
they enter create difficulty for  
all involved.

The Ulster Schools Committee, 
under the stewardship of Jimmy 
Smyth as Cathaoirleach and Seamus 
Woods as Rúnaí serve the needs of 
the post primary sector very well. 
This Committee puts a vast amount 
of time and effort into ensuring 
that our players of the future hone 
their skills during their formative 
years. Niall Muldoon, employed by 
the Ulster Council provides Games 
Administration management support 
to the Ulster Schools.  

The Council continues to support  
all the Universities in their current 
Third level campaigns and 
encourages a unified approach 
through the C.A.U. committee.     
National Feile competition(s) are 
now annual events in the province. 
Fermanagh, Monaghan and Cavan 
hosted the Féile Peil na nÓg in 2017. 
I thank our Vice President Oliver 
Galligan and his committee for 
assisting the counties and liaising 
with the National body.

The Referee’s Administration 
Committee continues their all year 
round activity in preparing our 
referees to officiate at our games in 
an efficient and structured manner. 
I thank Jim Murray, Jim O’Rourke for 
the leadership of this committee and 
I also recognise the daily support 
given to this committee by Stephen 
Donnelly and Niall Muldoon. 
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Our referees continue to contribute 
massively to our games and are 
deserving of all the support we 
can give them throughout all their 
officiating duties. 
In turn it must be the objective of all 
our referees to know the rules and 
apply them with consistency, in order 
to achieve uniform interpretation 
across our games. 

I pay tribute to all the referees across 
the province for the time and effort 
they make to ensure our games 
are refereed and congratulate the 
referees who had the honour of taking 
charge of All-Ireland finals in 2017, 
namely Joe McQuillan All-Ireland 
Senior Football, Colm Cunning All-
Ireland Intermediate Hurling, Ciaran 
Branagan All-Ireland U21 final,  
Maggie Farrelly All-Ireland Ladies 
Junior Final and James Connors Lory 
Meagher Cup.  

Chairperson of the Coaching and 
Games Committee P.J. McGowan in 
his report gives a comprehensive 
account on the wide-ranging work of 
the Coaching & Games development 
Committee and the Coaching and 
Games staff.

The work of Coaching and Games is  
at the core of most of our activity  
and is so vital to Ulster GAA. I see  
the need for this most knowledgeable 
committee to have a greater influence 
on how we play our games. We must 
maintain a game that is satisfying to 
play and entertaining to watch. 

I welcome the Level 3 Team 
Management Course which was 
completed by sixteen potential 
Club Team Managers and see it as 
a positive step complementing the 
coaching accreditation. Dr. Eugene 
Young gives excellent leadership to 

this department and ensures a full 
programme of activity for the entire 
team. Eugene’s input to the Belfast/
Antrim plan was of major assistance. 
The withdrawal of the Curriculum 
Key Stage 1 funding (Physical 
Literacy programme) created much 
uncertainty and anxiety with behind 
the scene negotiations for a four 
month duration, leading to the 
reversal of the decision.  
I acknowledge Brian McAvoy’s  
talents and persistence in the 
successful outcome. 

Ulster GAA’s twinning activities 
with Canada continues to meet the 
needs of the GAA in Canada and I 
am pleased that students from St. 
Mary’s College in Belfast are going 
out to coach in various parts in 
Canada - this is a new initiative which 
is a further step on the road of self-
sufficiency. In 2017 we also continued 
to support and build on the twinning 
arrangements with the GAA in Britain.  
Governance wise, great strides 
have been achieved. The same 
can also be said for Marketing and 
Communications. The ITC, Marketing 
and PR Committee through their 
work with all media outlets continue 
to raise the profile of Ulster GAA 
year on year. In the ever developing 
world of Information Technology and 
Communications Michael Geoghegan, 
PRO, Paul McGurk, Claire Curran, 
Declan Woods and promote our 
games and initiatives in an excellent 
manner and thank them for their work 
in this field. I do support the use of 
digital options for the advertising of 
games and activities. 
                               
I acknowledge the end of a long 
and mutually beneficial partnership 
with Laird Design; I thank Niall Laird 
for his professional approach and 
forward looking ideas during the 

council’s time of working with Laird 
Design. I equally look forward to a 
similar relationship with our new 
communications firm A.V. Browne
To all our Sponsors and Corporate 
Partners; namely the Bank of Ireland, 
O’Neill’s Sportswear, BBC, Donnelly 
Group, The GAA Store, Irwin’s, Laird 
Design, MCS Group, Subway, Tourism 
N.I. Translink, Tughans and UTV, my 
thanks on behalf of the GAA in Ulster 
for your support. 

MEDIA
I thank all media personnel who cover 
our games on a day to day basis and 
through-out the year. The journalists, 
broadcasters and photographers 
raise topics the week before and the 
week after the games and much more 
beside. 

CODE OF ETHICS 
The Code of Ethics Committee 
in Ulster is now sixteen years in 
existence, with it’s formation 
preceding the Children Act of 2004. 
For about half that period the late 
Pat Darcy was Chairperson or was a 
member of that Committee. I wish to 
acknowledge Pat’s leadership and 
contribution to the achievements of 
the committee during that time.

The work of the committee continues 
under the interim Chairmanship of 
Brian McAvoy. I pay tribute to the work 
of Bernie Fox, the Child Protection 
Manager and all the Committee 
members who double up as Child 
Protection Officers in their own 
counties. The importance of the work 
of this Committee to the membership 
of Ulster GAA cannot be overstated, 
my thanks and appreciation to them 
for that work.
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CULTURE & HERITAGE
Goal 7 in our Strategic Plan covers 
the Development and Promotion of 
the Irish Language and Our Culture.  
Our Culture and Heritage Committee, 
greatly assisted by our Scór and 
the Cúrsa de Faoite Committees 
contribute massively towards 
that goal. The recruitment of an 
Irish Language Officer remains an 
unfulfilled requirement, which we are 
pursuing with vigour. 
–  The Cúrsa de Faoite, our annual 

week long Irish language course 
at the Downing’s is now in its 30th 
consecutive year. 

–  The Ulster Scór na Óg and Scór 
Sinsir competitions continue to set 
the highest of standards and are 
organised to perfection.

My thanks to all our hard-working 
Committee especially to:

–  Michael McArdle and Cliodhna Kerr 
Cathaoirleach agus Rúaní of Culture 
Activities.                        

–   Ailish McEntee and Danny McLernon 
who are Cathaoirleach agus Rúaní 
of the Scór Committee respectively 
and a member from each county 
Scór committee. 

–  Fergus Mac Aoidh, Seamus Mac Gilla 
Phadraig, Naul Mac Cole, Mairéad 
McDevitt and Peter Murphy of the De 
Faoite Cursa.   

                                                                                  
Ulster GAA provides financial support 
to students of all ages, who embark 
on the Irish Language Diploma course 
organised by the Ulster University 
known as the Gaeilge sa Chlub 
scholarship scheme. This course can 
be availed of in many centres across 
the province and it’s encouraging to 

see the numbers being maintained 
over the last three years. Clubs should 
be aware that those who benefit from 
the scheme ought to assist with the 
language in their club.

INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS        
–   CASEMENT PARK 

Throughout 2017 our Project Board 
and key Project Staff worked 
tirelessly to advance the Casement 
Park Project.  A new Planning 
Application was submitted in the 
first quarter of the year.  This was a 
major submission and the product 
of extensive work by the Integrated 
Consultancy Team and all of the 
GAA personnel involved during the 
preceding 18 months. 

A substantial and extensive public 
consultation process was undertaken 
in advance of finalising the 
submission; 1,500 public comments 
have been made on the application 
with the majority in support. 
On an on-going basis our Project 
Team respond to further information 
requests, deal with Statutory 
Consultees’ responses and address 
views expressed by objectors.

The process remains open and active 
and all of our Team continue to deal 
with it in a detailed and meticulous 
way. At best we expect a Planning 
Decision in the first quarter of this 
year. That will be a key milestone 
in forming up on the Programme to 
deliver the project. 

I take this opportunity to express 
my appreciation to the Project 
Board members, and our key Project 
personnel for the important work they 
are undertaking to bring this vital 
Ulster GAA project to fruition. The 
Casement project benefits greatly 

from the leadership of Tom Daly, the 
guidance of Brian McAvoy, Stephen 
McGeehan, Tim Harkin, Rory Miskelly, 
Michelle McAleer and Geraldine 
McKavanagh for their work and 
dedication in addressing the day to 
day matters in a thorough fashion.   
  
The commitment and work of Project 
Board members John Cole, Mick 
McGuckin, Feargal McCormack, 
Peter Quinn, Eugene Young & 
Frankie Quinn is equally noteworthy.                                        
Central Council’s commitment to the 
project has been most encouraging 
and best illustrated by the time and 
personal contribution of Páraic Ó 
Dufaigh, Ard Stiúrthóir to our work. I 
firmly believe that future generations 
of players will grace Casement Park 
and display their skills to capacity 
audiences.  

- MARKET STREET OFFICE
Delivering a fit for purpose Ulster 
GAA Headquarters should happen 
sooner rather than later. There are 
many benefits of having all our 
operations under the same roof. The 
economics of renting property, while 
having options for an extension or 
a rebuild, at a time when interest 
rates are reasonable, and knowing 
construction costs do increase year 
on year, does not stand up to scrutiny.

ASSOCIATION ISSUES
In 2018 we will see the outworking 
of many modifications in the GAA 
calendar. This was the response to 
ever increasing pressure on Coiste 
Bainistíocta and the National CCCC to 
create more dates for Club Fixtures.                                                                                                                                        
                         
GAA Congress at the end of February 
2017 approved the introduction of 
an eight team league format for 
the quarter finals of the Football 
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Championship. The Special Congress 
at the end of September adopted 
eight motions that re-structured 
the Hurling Championship. This 
gives a clear pathway via promotion 
or relegation from Tier 4 to Tier 
1; from an Ulster perspective the 
amendments around Tier 2 with the 
winners receiving the Joe McDonagh 
Cup are welcome. The provision for 
Ulster hurling teams at minor and  
U21 in the Leinster Championship  
is also welcome. 

The ever improving I.T. systems 
providing better methods across 
the full range of the Associations 
activities.    

The provision of the new Páirc 
Uí Chaoimh Stadium is a major 
achievement and will serve Cork, 
Munster and National GAA for many 
generations ahead. 

The Retirement of Ard Stiúthóir, Páraic 
Ó Dufaigh closes a very successful 
decade in the life of the GAA when 
major progress was achieved.  Páraic 
is a hard working individual and 
carried out his role with integrity, 
patience and acquired knowledge  
of what was best for the Association.  
I wish Páraic and Vera well in the 
years ahead. 

Aógan O’Fearghail, tenure as 
Uachtarán Cumman Lúthchleas Gael 
also comes to fruition at Congress in 
February. Aógan can also look back 
on a very successful tenure as leader 
of our Association. His fluency in Irish 
or English and comfort in addressing 
any audience is outstanding. No 
doubt, this added to his ability have 
many motions passed at Congress. 
No President has covered more miles 
in the cause of GAA. I wish Aógan and 

Frances well in the future.
I wish Aógan’s successor John Horan 
well in the next three years and I 
have no doubt John will be a good 
President. I equally wish Kathleen 
Woods every success as she assumes 
the role of Uachtaráin of the Camogie 
Association. I am delighted for 
Kathleen - it is an honour richly 
deserved and she is most capable 
of dealing with the challenges and 
indeed the successes ahead. 

CONDOLENCES
Many families have suffered 
bereavement of loved ones during 
2017, included in those were 
numerous great Gaels who gave 
lifelong service to our Association. 

I wish to mention Pat Darcy, Harry 
McEvoy, Maurice Hayes, Brian McLernon, 
Dermot Devlin, Liam Stirrat and 
Seamus McGrattan all who made 
major contributions to the GAA  
and society within our province. 
 I offer my sincere condolences to  
all their families.

THANKS 
Thanks to all Council members, 
including Sub Committee 
Chairpersons and committee 
members for their work during  
the year.                        
                                                            
My thanks also, to all members of 
Management; P.J. McGowan, Michael 
McArdle, Eugene Young, Michelle 
McAleer, Stephen McGeehan, 
Diarmaid Marsden and Servicing 
Officer Kathy Kelly.

I also acknowledge the input  
from David Hassan and Anne  
Garvey, the Independent members  
of management. 

David and Anne bring further 
knowledge and guidance to our 
decision making in a pleasant and 
thoughtful manner. 

To my fellow officers, whom I can 
depend on to answer the call when 
in need. My thanks to Oliver, Brian, 
Ciaran and Michael for their total 
support and guidance during the year. 
Finally, I would like to thank my family 
and in particular, my wife Noeleen for 
their total support during my second 
year in office.

Go raibh maith agaibh.

MICHEAL Ó HOSÁIN 
UACHTARÁN COMHAIRLE ULADH CLG

26Ú EANÁIR 2018
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TUARASCÁIL SCRÚITHEÓIRI 
NA GCUNTAS, AN CUNTAIS 
AIRGEADAIS 
was adopted on the proposal of M. 
McArdle and seconded by L. Peoples. 

B. Watters and M. McAleer joined 
the top table for the discussion 
of the financial statements. M. 
McAleer delivered a presentation 
to the delegates in attendance on 
the Council finances. It was noted 
there had been a 12% reduction in 
expenditure between 2016 spend  
and 2017 spend. 

M. Ó hÓsain went through the 
financial statements page by page.
F. Quinn clarified the line in the 
financial statement regarding 
land purchase which related to 
the purchase of a strip of land at 
Stockmans Lane not the purchase of 
Casement Park.

C. McLaughlin addressed convention 
and noted that Goal 3 of the 
Ulster GAA Strategy was aligned to 
Finance. He thanked all the staff 
and volunteers who helped with all 
aspects of the financial arrangements 
on match days throughout the year.
B. McAvoy thanked the delegates for 
adopting the accounts as before them 
and he paid tribute to the work of C. 
McLaughlin, B. Watters, M. McAleer 
and the Finance team for their work 
on behalf of the Council.

TUARASCÁIL AN RÚNAÍ (AS 
GAEILGE AGUS AS BÉARLA)  
was proposed by G. Brady and 
seconded by M. Kerr.

S. McKenna congratulated An Rúnaí 
on his report and referred to the 
section in the report in respect of 
the Interprovincial Championships 
and stated that it is disappointing 
that these have been withdrawn 

especially when we can go around 
the world playing in competitions 
and this should be made known 
to the Interprovincial Competition 
Committee the late D. Murphy 
was totally committed to the 
Interprovincial Competition he felt 
that a small group of people should 
be put together to come up with a 
fitting tribute to the memory and 
achievements of the former Provincial 
Secretary the late Danny Murphy. 

T. O’Reilly stated that he echoed the 
feelings of An Rúnaí in relation to the 
Ulster Championship draw.

B. Smyth also echoed the Secretary’s 
comments regarding the Slaughtneil 
Club and wished the club all the best 
in all codes with their endeavours.
D. McCaughey thanked An Rúnaí for 
his comments about Sean Cavanagh 
and also the deceased members, B. 
McLernon and P. Darcy; and he also 
congratulated the Secretary on an 
excellent report.

M. McGrath acknowledged the very 
comprehensive report and thanked 
the Secretary for the words of tribute 
to Karl Lacey. He also noted that how 
the U-21 All-Ireland Semi-final was 
handled and Donegal being upset was 
an understatement ad the players 
had to go out four days after playing 
in a Ulster Final, he felt that there was 
lessons to be learnt from this.

B. McAvoy responded to the 
comments made in respect of 
his annual report to convention 
and thanked those delegates to 
convention who had made comment 
on his report.

The reports tabled on the Clár from 6 
– 20 were adopted on the proposal of 
P. Mullan and seconded by F. Quinn.  

TUARASCÁIL COISTE ÉISTEACHTA 
The Hearings report was noted.  
M. Hasson acknowledged the 
comments of S. McKenna made 
during the discussion of the Provincial 
Secretary’s report to Convention 
in respect of the Railway Cup, 
Connaught had already withdrawn 
and it is difficult to get dates in the 
calendar to facilitate the competition. 

TUARASCÁIL AN COMHAIRLE 
FORBHARTHA AGUS OILIÚNA 
Apologies of P.J. McGowan was 
noted as he was unable to attend 
convention due to a family 
bereavement. The Coaching and 
Games Development report was 
noted.

Tuarascáil an Choiste Forbairt Iomána 
O Galligan addressed convention and 
noted that the Celtic Challenge would 
again be launched in 2018. The Táin 
league would be reviewed. The Senior 
Hurling Championship Counties were 
aware of the decision of this as it had 
been decided by all the counties of 
Ulster. 

TUARASCÁIL AN CHOISTE NA 
GAEILGE AGUS OIDHREACHTA
The Irish and Heritage Committee 
report was noted. 

TUARASCÁIL CHOISTE NA 
RÉITEÓIRÍ 
The Referees report was noted.
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TUARASCÁIL AN CHOISTE  
SCÓR AGUS CULTÚIR 
A. McEntee encouraged counties 
to ensure that there is good 
participation in the respective 
disciplines and noted the dates for 
the Ulster Scór Sinsir Semi Finals and 
Finals in 2018. She also wished the 
county participants from the Province 
well in the All-Ireland Scór na nÓg 
final on the 17th February 2018. 

TUARASCÁIL COISTE CÓD EITICE 
AGUS DEA-CHLEACHTADH 
The Code of Ethics Committee report 
was noted, M. Hasson paid tribute 
to the late Pat Darcy who had been 
the Chair of this committee for a 
number of years up until the time of 
his demise. 

TUARASCÁIL CUMANN NA 
MBUNSCOL ULADH 
The Cumann na mBunscol report  
was noted. 

TUARASCÁIL AN COMHAIRLE 
IARBHUNSCOILEANNA ULADH
The Ulster Schools report was noted.

TUARASCÁIL ARD OIDEACHAIS 
The CAU report was noted.

TUARASCÁIL 
COISTETEICNEOLAÍOCHTA, 
MARGAIOCHTA AGUS 
CIADREAMH POIBLI 
M. Savage congratulated M. 
Geoghegan on the IT, Marketing and 
Communications report. M. Savage 
also raised concern over a recent 
matter that has arose in recent days 
regarding Audio Streaming rights – a 
lengthy heated debate on this matter 
took place from the majority of 
counties present expressing serious 
concerns over ‘We are Ulster, We are 

…(County)’. It was agreed that as there 
was a strong voice from convention 
tonight that the Provincial Secretary 
would write to the Ard Stuithoir on 
this matter as this had never been 
discussed with the counties and it 
was not something that had ever 
gone through Coiste Bainisíochta 
or Ard Comhairle. The majority of 
counties would not permit the ‘We 
Are entity within their grounds for 
audio streaming until this matter was 
discussed further with National level.

TUARASCÁIL COISTE FORBAIRT 
FISICIUL PLEANAIL NA GCLUB  
This report was noted and J. Keenan 
recorded thanks to all the County 
Development Officers and Committee 
members for their commitment work 
on this committee. 

TUARASCÁIL COISTE FOLLÁINE 
AGUS SLÁINTE ULADH
The report was noted.

TUARASCÁIL COISTE IOMLÁNÚ
The Integration report was noted.

TUARASCÁIL COISTE  
LIATHRÓID LÁIMHE
The Handball report was noted.
This concluded the adoption of the 
reports.

TOGHADM NA NOIFIGEACH
Election of officers as there was no 
opposition to contest the Officer 
Positions M. O hÓsain declared his 
fellow Officers re-elected for another 
year unopposed. 
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RÚIN

1.  
That the last line of Rule 6.28 (H) T.O. 
(2017) relating to the period from 
January 1st 2018 be amended to read 
as follows;

‘ The All-Ireland U-20 Football 
Championship shall commence no 
earlier than the last weekend in May 
and shall be concluded by the end of 
August.’ (for the purposes of this rule 
‘the last weekend in May’ means that 
both the Saturday and Sunday fall in 
the month of May).

(Comhairle Uladh)

B. McAvoy spoke on this motion and 
asked for support of convention, 
the motion was proposed by C. 
McLaughlin and seconded by S. Óg 
McAteer a vote on the motion was 
taken by a show of hands and the 
motion carried.

2.  
To replace the current Ulster GAA 
competition regulation relating 
to the provincial Club Hurling 
Championships to read as follows:

Club Hurling Championship:
To Participate in the Ulster Hurling 
Club Championship at any level, (with 
the current exception of Lisbellaw), 
a club must have taken part in a 
club championship within their own 
county in that competition year.  
A club that has previously won 
an Ulster Intermediate or Junior 
Championship shall not participate 
for one year at that grade after 
their previous win. A County Board 
must apply to Comhairle Uladh for 
regrading if necessary.

(CLG Eoghan Rua, Culraithin, Doire)
(Naomh Bríd, Muileann na gCloiche, 
Aontroma)
(Referred to Comhairle Uladh)
F. Quinn spoke on this motion 
followed by B. McAvoy. M. Hasson 
stated that the Council would take 
views into account but they have 
to be based on factual information 
and what was being put across was 
unfair to the Council as it had been 
thoroughly discussed at CCC.
This motion was proposed by F. 
Quinn and seconded by B. Smith. This 
motion was referred to Comhairle 
Uladh as it was a matter for CCC.

3.  
Match Officials 
Comhairle Uladh shall appoint 
qualified active referees as the 
designated umpires for Ulster Senior 
Club Championship games.

(Eoghain Rua, Cill Chua/Kilcoo, An 
Dún)
(Referred to Comhairle Uladh)

This motion was proposed by S. 
Rooney and seconded by S. Óg 
McAteer. It was noted that this was 
referred to Comhairle Uladh as it was 
a matter for CCC because there is no 
rule change.

J. Murray spoke on the motion in 
relation to Match officials and urged 
CCC to reject the motion when they 
would be discussing it as it did not 
make sense as referees don’t make 
the best umpires. Referees select 
their umpires carefully and they under 
go training on an ongoing basis and 
their team of umpires work efficiently 
and take responsibility within games. 

FODHLÍTHE CHOMHAIRLE  
ULADH 2018
The Byelaws were adopted on the 
proposal of B. Armitage and Seconded 
by M. O’Higgins.

IONAD DON CHÉAD 
CHOMHDHÁIL EILE
Counties confirmed that they still 
preferred to have the Convention 
hosted by the counties on a rotational 
basis. It was noted that An Cabhán 
would host the Convention in 2019.

B. McAvoy wished J. McLean, G. 
Donnelly all the best and thanked 
them for their work on committees. 
He also wished S. Barker well on 
coming onto the Council.

BUÍOCHAS
O. Galligan thanked Donegal GAA for 
hosting the 2018 Convention he also 
thanked the Hotel, Delegates and 
Ulster Council Staff for their inputs 
and wished them the best for the year 
ahead.

At this point Maria Ní Ghallachóir, 
from CLG Glean Fhinne sang the 
National Anthem.

M. Hasson thanked Maria for singing 
the anthem.

This concluded the business  
of Convention.
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In attendance:

COMHAIRLE ULADH 2017
Uachtarán:  Micheal Ó hOsáin
Leas-Uachtarán:  Oilibhéar Ó 

Gealágain
Rúnaí:  Brian Mac Fhíobhuí
Cisteóir:  Ciaran 

MacLochlaínn
O.C.P.: Micheál 

MacEochagáin
 
Aontroim:  Seamus Mac  

Giolla Earnáin,  
Alec Mac Uilin

Ard Mhacha: Liam Rosach 
Pol Ó Ceallaigh

An Cabhán:  Deaglan MacGiolla 
Choille, Tomás Ó 
Raghallaigh

Doire:  Liam O Duibhne
Dún na nGall:  Liam MacGiolla 

Chainnigh 
An Dún:  Miceál MacArdail , 

Máirín O’ hÚiginn 
Fear Manach: Briain Armitage 

Jim Tummon
Muineachán: Seán Mc Cionna, 

Brendan O 
Caitasaigh

Tír Eoghain:  Adrian O Cathain, 
Diarmaid 
MacEochaidh

Comhairle:
IarBunscoileanna:  Pól Ó Meiscill     
Gairmscoltacha:           
Liathróid Laimhe: 
Bunscoltacha:  
Coláistí Tríú
Leibhéal: 

Cuairteóirí:  Brendan Waters, 
Bearni Ní Sionnaigh, 
Mairtin MacAibhne, 
Michelin Nic 
Giolla Uir, Anne 
Garvey, Diarmaid O 
Mairsdin, Eoghan 
de Suin, Miceal O 
Girnain, Stíofan Mac 
Gaoithan, Tomas 
Ó Dalaigh, Dónal 
Mac Giolla Earnáin, 
Ailis Nic an tSao, 
Seamus Ó Muiri, 
Marc Scott, Ruairi 
Ó Cuinneagáin 
agus Gearóidin 
NicCaomhánach.

Cuairteóirí:  Alec Mac Uilin, PJ 
MacGabhann agus 
P. Finn.

TEACHTAI CHUN  
NA COMHDHALA
Aontroim:  Proinsias O Coinne, 

Sean Kelly, Colin 
O’Donnail, Seosamh 
MacEadbhaird,  
Pol O’Briann.

Ard Mhacha: Peadar 
MacMurchaidh, 
Micheál Ó Sabhaois, 
Seán Ó Riabhaigh, 
Sean Mac Giolla 
Fhiondáin, Seamus 
MacAoidh, Seamas 
MacDonnacha.

Cabháin: Geraoid Ó Sodain, 
Gearoid Ó Bradaigh, 
Marc Ó Ruairc 

Doire: S Seán Ó Cianáin, 
B. MacGabhann, PJ 
Mullan, Cathaoir Ó 
Chrossla 

Dún na nGall:  Padraig O 
Connachain, 
Aidín Ní Ghiolláin, 
Micheál MacCraith, 
Fergus MacAoidh, C. 
O’Cellaigh, Brendan 
O’Cellaigh

An Dún:  Sean Óg Mac an 
tSaoir, Seámas 
Breáthnach, Sean 
O Rúanaidh, Sean Ó 
Dubhanaigh, Liam O 
Gribin, Iarlaith Mac 
an tSionnaíge

Fear Manach: Tomás O Baoighill, 
Gréagóir Ó 
Ceallaigh, Seamus 
O Tomain, Uinseann 
Ó Máirtin, Eoghan 
MacAodha, Peadar 
Ó Carthaigh 

Muineacháin: Deaglain Ó 
Flannagain, Micheal 
MacMathuna, 
Proinsias Mac An 
Bhaird

Tír Eoghain:  Eoghan 
MacDhónaill, 
Michael Mac Giolla 
Cheara, Damhnaic 
MacEochaidh, 
Réamann 
MacEoghain, Eibhlín 
Ní Conghaile 
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05 TUARASCÁIL AN RÚNAÍ

GNÍOMHAÍOCHTAÍ  
CHLUICHÍ 2018 
In 2018,bhain Dún na nGall Corn an 
Angla-Cheiltigh den chéad uair ó bhí 
2014 ann. 

Tá Craobhchomórtais Chlubanna 
Uladh go fóill ag mealladh ár 
n-imreoirí agus an lucht féachana. 
Comhghairdeas le Ruairí Óg, Naomh 
Gall agus Baile na Lorgan, ar éirí 
leo a gcomórtais féin a bhuachan 
san iomáint, comhghairdeas 
libh go léir. Bhí Cluiche Ceannais 
Iomána Chlubanna Uladh idir Ruairí 
Óg agus Bealach Crann i bPáirc 
Lúthchleasaíochta Ard Mhacha le 
breis agus 3,700 duine i láthair. 

Bhí leathchéad bliain de 
Chraobhchomórtas Sinsir Chlubanna 
Uladh sa Pheil linn in 2018, agus 
Gaoth Dobhair in aghaidh na Botha 
i gcluiche ceannais speisialta na 
bliana. Ag an chluiche ceannais 
i mbliana, thug muid cuireadh 
d’ionadaithe ó 18 club a bhuaigh Corn 
Shéamais Mhic Fhearáin le linn an 
leathchéid sin, chomh maith le clann 
Mhic Fhearáin.

 Glacadh leis na plaiceanna seo agus 
ba léir go raibh na faighteoirí an-sásta 
leo. Ba iad Gaoth Dobhair buaiteoirí 
na bliana seo agus an 19ú club lena 
bhuachan agus an dara club ó Dhún 
na nGall le Corn Shéamais Mhic 
Fhearáin a bhuachan. Comhghairdeas 
le foireann Ghaoth Dobhair. Maith sibh 
Naomh Éanna agus CLG Aodha Rua, 
a bhain an comórtas idirmheánach 
agus comórtas na sóisear. 

Ba í 2018 an seachtú bliain de Shráith 
Táin Iomána na gClubanna. Bhí 22 
foireann páirteach fud fad Chúige 
Uladh- foirne ó Chontae Lú fosta - 
páirteach san imeacht. Bhí clubanna 
Chonnachta, a bhí páirteach nuair 
a chuireadh tús leis an chomórtas, 
istigh leis an chuid eile de Roinn 
Chonnachta. Bhí trí roinn ann ar an 
iomlán. Ba iad An Céide (Ard Mhacha), 
CLG Sheáin Uí Threasaigh (Ard 
Mhacha) agus Cumann Iomána Sheáin 
Uí Threasaigh, agus Naomh Feichín 
(An Lú) buaiteoirí na sraitheanna. Tá 
neamh-chomhlíonadh i gceist leis na 
cluichí seo agus táthar ag grinniú an 
chomórtais chun é sin a fheabhsú. 

Bhí 44 club páirteach i Sraith Uladh 
na gClubanna Peile 2018: 18 ag 
leibhéal sinsir agus 26 ag leibhéal 
idirmheánach.  Is léir go bhfuil 
éileamh ar chluichí ag an am seo den 
bhliain nó ba é seo na huimhreacha is 
airde dá raibh againn le cúpla bliain 
anuas.  Bhuaigh CLG Eoghain Rua, 
Cúil Raithin (Doire) agus CLG Láithrigh 
Aontaithe (An Cabhán) cluichí 
ceannais sinsir agus idirmheánach, 
agus is cinnte gur cluichí iontacha 
a bhí iontu beirt. Thug an comórtas 
seo deis do chlubanna aicsean 
an chomórtais a bhlaiseadh sular 
chuir muid tús le cláir chluichí na 
gcontaetha. 

Bhí ádh agus mí-ádh ar chontaetha 
Uladh i Sraith Peile Allianz. D’éirigh 
leis An Chabhán roinn 1 a bhaint 
amach; thit Dún na nGall dá bharr. 
Bhí an bua ag Ard Mhacha in aghaidh 
Fhear Manach i gcluiche ceannais 
roinn 3; d’ardaigh an dá fhoireann 
agus thit An Dún go Roinn 3. Is mór an 
trua gur thug Doire ísliú céime chuig 
Roinn 4; áit a bhfuil Aontroim. 

Ar pháirceanna na hiomána, bhuaigh 
An Dún Cluiche Ceannais Roinn 2 de 
chuid an AHL, cluiche a chaill siad in 
éadan Mhaigh Eo ag Páirc Kingspan 
Breffni. I gcluiche ceannais Niocaí 
Mhic Riocáird, bhí an bua ag Dún na 
nGall in aghaidh Warwickshire: 2-19 in 
éadan 0-18. Maith sibh. 

CORN MHIC CIONNAITH 
Le linn an chluiche seo- céad cluiche 
na bliana - Corn Mhic Cionnaith de 
chuid Bhainc na hÉireann, sháraigh 
Dún na nGall Tír Eoghain i gcluiche 
iontach ag Páirc Lúthchleasaíochta 
in Ard Mhacha: 1-16 in éadan 1-12.  Ba 
mhaith liom tuiscint ár gcontaetha 
agus na n-ollscoileanna le linn an 
chomórtais a lua anseo nó chuir 
cúrsaí aimsire isteach ar sceideal na 
sraithe. Ba mhaith liom mo bhuíochas 
a ghabhail le Bainc na hÉireann 
as a n-urraíocht don chomórtas 
tábhachtach seo i bhféilire CLG Uladh.          

CRAOBHCHOMÓRTAS  
SINSIR SA PHEIL
Cuireadh tús le Craobhchomórtas 
Sinsir Uladh sa Pheil ag Páirc 
Mac Cumhaill, Dé Domhnaigh 13ú 
Bealtaine, áit ar rug Dún na nGall an 
báire in éadan An Chabháin 2-20 go 
1-15. Bhí an bua ag Fear Manach an 
deireadh seachtaine i ndiaidh sin in 
aghaidh Ard Mhacha; 0-12 go 0-07 ag 
Páirc Brewster. Bhí cluiche iontach 
idir Muineachán agus Tír Eoghain 
agus an lámh in airde ag Muineachán 
sa deireadh; 1-18 in éadan 0-14 agus 
an báire le Dún na nGall in éadan 
a gcomharsan, Doire ag Páirc na 
gCeilteach: 2-16 in aghaidh 0-16. Bhí 
buaiteoirí iontacha an Dúin 1968 ann 
agus chuir Comhairle Uladh onóir 
rompu ag an chluiche i bPáirc Esler.

Ag an chéad chluiche leathcheannais 
i bPáirc Uí Éilí, Dé Domhnaigh 3ú 
Meitheamh, rug Fear Manach an 
craobh leo le hiarracht deiridh ó 
Eoin Donnaile in éadan Muineacháin; 
1-08 le 0-1 agus d’éirigh leo áit a 
fháil i gCluiche Ceannais Uladh. An 
Domhnach i ndiaidh an chluiche sin i 
bPáirc Naomh Tiarnach, bhí an bua ag 
Dún na nGall in aghaidh An Dúin 2-22 
le 1-12. 

Casadh Dún na nGall agus Fear 
Manach ar a chéile i bPáirc Naomh 
Tiarnach, Cluain Eois, Dé Domhnaigh 
23ú Meitheamh. Bhí 28,778 duine den 
lucht féachana i láthair ag an ócáid 
stairiúil seo. D’fhreastail ceannaire 
an DUP, Arlene Foster, ar an chluiche 
agus is í a chur go mór leis an ócáid 
speisialta. 

Tugadh onóir do bhuaiteoirí 
Chraobhchomórtas Sinsir sa 
Pheil ceathrú chéid ó shin, Doire. 
Le hionchuimsiú iar-bhuaiteoirí 
an chomórtais, taispeántais ó 
Chumann na mBunscol, siamsaíocht 
ceoil, Cluiche ceannais faoi 20 sa 
Pheil agus Taispeántas Sinsir, tá 
Cluiche Ceannais Uladh go fóill mar 
cheiliúradh an Chumainn iontach seo 
i gCúige Uladh. Bhí an cluiche faoi 
smacht Dún na nGall don chuid is mó, 
agus sháraigh siad Fear Manach 2-18 
in éadan 0-12. Comhghairdeas le Dún 
na nGall; ba mhaith an airí orthu é. 

Níor mhair Craobhchomórtas Sinsir 
Uladh sa Pheil chomh fada sin i 
mbliana; bhí ceithre bhabhta an 
cheathrú ceannais imeartha thar 
dhá dheireadh seachtaine agus bhí 
na contaetha ag imirt gach dara 
seachtaine agus iad sa tóir ar an 
Angla-Ceilteach. Bhí an chuma ar an 
scéal go raibh deireadh curtha lenár 
gCraobhchomórtas go luath, ach is 
cinnte gur rud maith seo dár gclubanna. 
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CRAOBHCHOMÓRTAS SINSIR  
NA HÉIREANN SA PHEIL
Cuireadh tús le Craobhchomórtas 
Sinsir na hÉireann d’ionadaithe Uladh 
ar an 9ú Bealtaine agus cúig chontae 
de chuid an Chúige páirteach ann. 
Chaill Doire in éadan Chill Dara ag An 
Abhann Bheag 2-22 in aghaidh 2-14. 
Rugadh an lá ar Aontroim agus iad 
as baile i dTullach Mór in éadan Uíbh 
Fhailí. Cuireadh deireadh le séasúr 
Aontroma 2-20 in aghaidh 11-5. Bhí 
am breise de dhíobháil ar Thír Eoghan 
chun a gcluiche le contae na Mí ag an 
Uaimh. Bhí an bua ag Cabhán thíos i 
gCill Mhantáin agus ag Ard Mhacha as 
baile in aghaidh na hIarmhí.  

I mbabhta 2 de chuid na mbabhtaí 
cáilithe, bhí an bua ag ceithre dár 
gcontaetha, cé gur bhain An Cabhán 
in éadan An Dúin. Bhain Muineachán 
an cluiche go sásta as baile i bPort 
Láirge, bhí an bua ag Tír Eoghain i 
gCeatharlach agus ag Ard Mhacha 
in éadan Sligigh agus 1-19 in aghaidh 
1-13 ar chlár na scór. 

Chonaic babhta cáilithe 3 ar an 30ú 
Bealtaine coigeadal catha Uladh i 
bPáirc Brewster ó tharla go raibh 
Kingspan Breffni druidte ar mhaithe 
le hathdhromchlú na háite.  Bhí an 
cluiche amuigh ag Tír Eoghain in 
éadan An Chabháin 0-18 in aghaidh 
1-12. Ar an lá céanna, bhuaigh 
Muineachán ar a mbogshodar as 
baile in Liatroim agus Ard Mhacha a 
théarnaigh agus a tháinig ina neart 
arís in éadan An Chláir ag Páirc 
Lúthchleasaíochta Ard Mhacha. 

Fán am ar bhain muid babhta 4 
amach, bhí ceithre chontae fágtha 
i sraith na hÉireann, curaidh Uladh, 
Dún na nGall, san áireamh. Bhí 
ardscóir le mothú i ngach cluiche i 
mbabhta 4 agus torthaí codarsnachta 
ag Fear Manach, Tír Eoghain agus 

Ard Mhacha. Bhuaigh Tír Eoghain 
in éadan Chorcaigh 3-20 go 0-13 
ag Port Laoise, agus bhí an bua ag 
Muineacháin in éadan Laoise 0-18 go 
1-12 ag An Uaimh. Chaill Ard Mhacha in 
éadan Ros Comáin agus bhí deireadh 
le séasúr Fhear Manach san Uaimh 
3-20 in éadan 0-18 le Cill Dara. 

Cuireadh struchtúr úr i bhfeidhm 
ar Bhabhta Ceathrú Ceannais na 
hÉireann (ar a dtugtar na ‘Super 8s’). 
Imríonn gach foireann trí chluiche 
i ngrúpaí de cheathrar, is struchtúr 
úr é seo in áit na mbabhtaí ceathrú 
ceannais traidisiúnta a bhí againn. 
Tháinig Muineachán amach slán ó 
tharla go raibh an bua acu in éadan 
Chill Dara agus na Gaillimhe, chomh 
maith le chomhscór idir iad féin agus 
Ciarraí, nuair a chuireadh báire ag an 
bhomaite deiridh. Chaill Dún na nGall 
agus Tír Eoghain beirt in éadan Bhaile 
Átha Cliath agus bhí an bua acu beirt 
fosta in éadan Ros Chomáin; D’fhág sé 
seo go raibh cluiche cáilithe eatarthu 
i bPáirc Mac Cumhaill, Dé Domhnaigh, 
5ú Lúnasa. Taispeántas iontach a 
bhí ann le cúil déanacha ó Harry 

Loughran agus Déaglán Mac Giolla 
Úir. Bhí áit ag Tír Eoghan i gcluiche 
leath cheannais na hÉireann dá bharr. 

I gcluiche leathcheannais na 
hÉireann, bhí Tír Eoghan ag imirt in 
éadan a gcomharsan, Muineachán, i 
bPáirc an Chrócaigh, Dé Domhnaigh 
12ú Lúnasa. Bhí cúl déanach ó Niall 
Sludden rí-thábhachtach an iarraidh 
seo agus an bua ag Tír Eoghain 
1-13 in aghaidh 0-15. Ba dhíomách 
an deireadh a bhí ag Muineachán 
da séasúr, foireann a léirigh deis 
forbartha agus is cinnte go mbeidís 
ag amharc anonn go 2019 le 
soirbhíochas. 

Bhí Baile Átha Cliath in éadan Thír 
Eoghain i gcluiche ceannais na 
hÉireann níos luaithe sa bhliain ar 
an 2ú Meán Fómhair, mar thoradh ar 
na hathruithe do chlár náisiúnta na 
gcluichí. Bhain Baile Átha Cliath an 
ceathrú cluiche 2-17 in éadan 1-14. Bhí 
fonn troda ar Thír Eoghain agus is mór 
an sólás é dóibh gurb é seo an chéad 
chluiche acu ag leibhéal náisiúnta le 
deich mbliana anuas. 

CRAOBHCHOMÓRTAS  
MIONÚR NA PEILE 
Tá Craobhchomórtas mionúr na peile 
go fóill dár mealladh agus ag cruthú 
siamsaíochta dúinn. Tús imeartha 
traidisiúnta a bhí sna cluichí seo ar 
laethanta an chraobhchomórtais, ach 
comórtas iomlán difriúil a bhí againn 
le linn 2018. Bhí comórtas faoi 17 
ann in áit chomórtas faoi 18, ó tharla 
gur chaith na contaetha vóta ar son 
chomórtas an ‘chúldorais,’ bhí an dara 
seans ag na foirne a chaill suas chuig 
an cluiche leathcheannais; Dún na 
nGall in éadan Muineacháin i mBaile 
Féach agus Muineachán in éadan An 
Dúin i bPáirc Uí Éilí. Comórtas den 
scoth a bhí againn agus am breise de 
dhíth ar cheithre ón 15 foireann, bhí 
dhá thréimhse breise de dhíobháil ar 
fhoireann amháin acu. 

Sa réamhbhabhta, bhí am breise de 
dhíth ar Dhoire chun deireadh a chur 
le Muineachán i bPáirc na gCeilteach. 
Sa chéad bhabhta, bhí an bua ag 
Tír Eoghain agus Fear Manach agus 
tuilleadh ama de dhíth ar An Chabhán 
agus ar An Dún chun a gcluichí a 
bhuachan. An deireadh seachtaine 
ina dhiaidh sin, sa chéad bhabhta 
cáilithe, bhí deireadh le hAontroim 
mar gheall ar Mhuineachán ag Páirc 
Uí Chorragáin; 3-12 in éadan 0-7. 
Bhuaigh Doire agus Muineachán 
in aghaidh Dhún na nGall agus 
An Cabhán i mbabhta cáilithe 2. 
D’imir buaiteoirí bhabhta 1 in éadan 
bhuaiteoirí bhabhta 2: bhí an bua ag 
Tír Eoghain in éadan An Dúin agus 
bhuaigh An Cabhán a gcluiche in 
éadan Fhear Manach. An deireadh 
seachtaine dár gcionn, bhain Doire 
in éadan Fhear Manach ag Páirc 
Lúthchleasaíochta Ard Mhacha, agus 
bhí an barr ag Muineachán ar An Dún 
ag Páirc Uí Éilí. Bhí sos ón pheil ann 
le linn tréimhse na scrúduithe agus 

bhí na cluichí leathcheannais i bPáirc 
Lúthchleasaíochta Ard Mhacha ar an 
1ú Iúil. Bhí an bua ag Muineachán in 
éadan An Chabháin 2-16 in aghaidh 
2-04 i ndearbaithe áitiúla agus Doire 
a fuair an barr ar Thír Eoghain 2-10 in 
aghaidh 1-08. Bhí scaifte mór i láthair 
ag an chluiche ceannais i bPáirc 
Lúthchleasaíochta Ard Mhacha agus 
ba é Muineachán buaiteoirí an lae 
agus is iad a thóg Corn Uí Mhuirí; scór 
deiridh an chluiche: 1-09 in aghaidh 
0-09. Maith sibh gach duine a bhí 
páirteach. 

Cháiligh beirt Iomaitheoirí mionúr 
sa bhabhta ceannais do Chluiche 
Ceathrú Ceannais na hÉireann inar 
chaill Doire in éadan na Mí 1-15 in 
aghaidh 1-10. Bhuaigh Muineachán 
a gcluiche le Cill Dara, 2-11 in éadan 
0-08 ag An Mhuileann Gearr. Chuir 
Cluiche leathcheannais na hÉireann 
tús le Cluiche Ceannais Sinsir na 
hÉireann idir Muineachán agus Tír 
Eoghain, chaill buaiteoirí Uladh 
amach go Ciarraí; 1-16 in éadan 2-11  
i ndiaidh dóibh beirt bheith ag  
crácáil leo. 

CRAOBHCHOMÓRTAS  
PEILE FAOI 20
Cuireadh Craobhchomórtas Peile 
Uladh Faoi 20 i bhfeidhm i mbliana, 
in áit ghrád Faoi 21. Ba iad Doire 
an chéad bhuaiteoir de Chorn Uí 
Mhurchú. Mar atá sa treoir oifigiúil, 
imríodh an comórtas seo go dtí 
gur leagadh foirne áirithe as an 
chomórtas. Tharlaigh sé seo i 
ngiorracht aimsire idir deireadh Mhí 
na Bealtaine agus lár mhí Lúnasa. 
Taobh istigh de Chúige Uladh, imríodh 
cúig chluiche acu seo mar thús 
imeartha le Craobhchomórtas Sinsir 
Uladh a chur go mór leis an ócáid. 

05 
Sa réamhbhabhta, bhí Dún na nGall 
an-éifeachtach ar fad ag buachan 2-21 
in éadan 0-10 in aghaidh An Chabháin. 
Bhain Ard Mhacha, Tír Eoghain, An 
Dún agus Doire sa cheathrú ceannais.  
Bhí Ard Mhacha ag imirt in éadan Thír 
Eoghain i bPáirc Lúthchleasaíochta 
Ard Mhacha sa chéad chluiche 
leathcheannais. Cluiche spreagúil a 
bhí ann agus Ard Mhacha ag buachan 
sa bhaile 2-22 in aghaidh 0-24 i 
ndiaidh am breise. Bhí an bua ag Doire 
sa chluiche leathcheannais eile in 
éadan An Dúin 2-17 in aghaidh 2-15 ag 
Páirc Naomh Tiarnach. Tús imeartha 
a bhí sa chluiche ceannais ar an lá 
agus bhí taispeántas iontach ag Doire 
sa dara leath den chluiche chun Corn 
Uí Mhurchú a thógáil 2-15 in aghaidh 
1-14.
 
CRAOBHCHOMÓRTAS 
CHLUBANNA ULADH
Tá rud speisialta fá dtaobh den 
Chraobhchomórtas Chlubanna Uladh 
dár lucht féachana ó tharla gur féidir 
le clubanna ag gach leibhéal iad féin 
a shamhail ag an ardchaighdeán sin 
fud fad an Chúige, agus i bPáirc an 
Chrócaigh. Sa réamhbhabhta, bhí an 
bua ag An Bhoth in éadan bhuaiteoirí 
Fhear Manach, Doire Ó gConaíle ag 
Cluain Eois. Sa chluiche ceathrú 
ceannais, bhí an bua ag Crois Mhic 
Lionnáin, An Bhoth, Gaoth Dobhair 
agus Eoghain Rua Chúil Raithin in 
éadan Oileán an Ghuail, An Bhoireann, 
An Carraigín, agus Caisleáin Raithin.

Ag an chluiche leathcheannais, bhí 
cluiche iontach curtha os ár gcomhair 
amach i bPáirc Uí Éilí, an Ómaigh le 
beagnach 8,000 den lucht féachana 
i láthair. Sa chéad chluiche, cic saor 
dóchasach ó réalta na hÉireann, 
Ruairí Ó Beigín, a chinntigh gur bhain 
An Bhoth 1-14 in éadan 2-10 agus iad 
ag imirt in éadan Eoghain Rua láidir. 
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Sa dara cluiche, bhí ardscór bainte 
amach ag Gaoth Dobhair sa chéad 
leath agus iad dosmachtaithe dá 
bharr; 4-11 in éadan 0-16 le Crois 
Mhic Lionnáin. Sa chluiche ceannais 
i bPáirc Uí Éilí ar an Ómaigh, bhí 
an cluiche féin craolta beo ar TG4 
agus bhí am breise de dhíth chun 
idirdhealú a dhéanamh eatarthu. 
Beidh Seaghán Ó Fearraigh 
fréamhacha i mbéaloideas Ghaoth 
Dobhair mar gheall ar a phointe in 
am breise an chluiche, pointe a bhain 
an cluiche 0-13 in éadan 0-12 do 
bhuaiteoirí Thír Chonaill. Thug Niall Ó 
Frighile, captaen na foirne, óráid trí 
mheán na Gaeilge agus chuir sé sin 
lúcháir ar an lucht féachana. 

Tá Craobhchomórtas Idirmheánach 
na gClubanna go fóill iontach go 
deo iomaíoch agus bhí sé sin le 
mothú go láidir in 2018. Bhí an bua 
ag Beannchar in éadan Bhealach 
na Leice ag Abhainn Bheag. Sa 
chluiche ceathrú ceannais, bhuaigh 
An Táite Riabhach, Naomh Éanna, 
Mullach Odhráin (am breise), agus 
Beannchar. Bhí cluiche dúbailte 
againn sa chluiche leathcheannais 
i bPáirc Lúthchleasaíochta Ard 
Mhacha i gcluiche cumhachtach. 
Bhí an bua ag Naomh Éanna in éadan 
An Táite Riabhaigh gan nóiméad le 
cailleadh 0-13 in aghaidh 1-08. Bhí 
cluiche stairiúil againn sa chluiche 
leathcheannais eile ó tharla gurb é 
seo an chéad chluiche de chuid an 
chraobhchomórtais sa Chúige inar 
bhuaigh foireann an chluiche trí 
chomórtas saorchic. Níorbh fhéidir 
idirdhealú a dhéanamh idir Mullach 
Odhráin agus Beannchar i ndiaidh 
an chluiche agus bhí am breise de 
dhíobháil. Bhí cothromaíocht ann 
go fóill i ndiaidh dhá thréimhse de 
dheich mbomaite, agus bhí dhá 
thréimhse de chúig bhomaite de 
dhíth fosta. Agus an scór cothrom 

le 1-16 in aghaidh 0-19, cuireadh 
deireadh leis an chluiche leis an 
phróiseas ‘Críochnaigh ar an Lá’ agus 
bhí an bua ag Mullach Odhráin 5-3. 
Sa chluiche ceannais ag an Pháirc 
Luthchleasaíochta, bhuaigh Naomh 
Éanna Corn Phádraig Mhic Cholla 2-11 
in éadan 1-10, An Cábhan. 

I gCraobhchomórtas Sóisir na Peile, 
bhuaigh buaiteoirí Mhuineacháin, 
Scairbh na gCaorach, a réamhbhabhta 
in éadan Drumalane. Sa cheathrú 
ceannais, bhuaigh Aodh Rua, Léim 
an Mhadaidh, Achadh Dhroim Sí agus 
Scairbh na gCaorach. Sna cluichí 
leathcheannais, a bhí mar chluiche 
dúbailte i bPáirc Uí Éilí, agus bhí 
an bua ag Aodh Rua agus Léim an 
Mhadaidh i gcluichí lán teannas. 
Imríodh cluiche ceannais sóisir ag 
Páirc na gCeilteach, i ndiaidh dóibh 
pingin a chaitheamh in airde. Is é 
1-11 in éadan 1-09 an scór deiridh an 
chluiche agus thóg Aodh Rua, Dún na 
nGall, corn Phóil Uí Chairre den chéad 
uair riamh. Maith sibh, a sheaimpíní. 

CRAOBHCHOMÓRTAS 
CHLUBANNA NA HÉIREANN 
Bhí cluiche peile iontach againn 
ar an 24ú Feabhra 2018 agus am 
breise de dhíth chun idirdhealú a 
dhéanamh idir Sléacht Néill agus 
Laochra na Mumhan, Raonaithe Nemo 
i bPort Laoise i gcluiche ceannais na 
hÉireann. Ar an drochuair, níor shroich 
buaiteoirí Dhoire agus Uladh an marc 
agus an bua ag seaimpíní Chorcaigh 
2-19 in aghaidh 1-14. 

Ag craobhchomórtas Chlubanna 
idirmheánacha na hÉireann, 24ú 
Eanáir 2018, bhí An Maigh as baile 
ag Staid Semple chun cluiche a 
imirt in éadan An Ghaeltacht. Bhí 
cúl go mall sa chluiche ó Harry Ó 
Luchaireáin a rinne an difear agus 
iad ag buachan 1-5 in aghaidh 0-6. I 

gcluiche ceannais na hÉireann ar an 
3ú Eanáir, bhí cúl go luath sa chluiche 
óna dheartháir Tom, a chuidigh leis 
An Mhaigh an cluiche a bhuachan 
1-10 in aghaidh 0-7 ó CLG Mhicheál 
Glavey, Ros Comáin; toradh iontach 
do churaidh Thír Eoghain ag Páirc an 
Chrócaigh.

Ag leibhéal sóisear an chluiche, chaill 
Naomh Colmcille ó Dhún na nGall in 
éadan laochra Chorcaigh, Cnoc na Rí 
2-09 in aghaidh 0-07 ag An Mhuileann 
gCearr.  

Cluiche Ceannais nasctha do 
Chlubanna Sóisir na hÉireann – 
seaimpíní Aodh Rua agus Dún Éideann 
Uí Chonghaile. Bhí an cluiche féin mar 
a bheadh babhta ceathrú ceannais 
na hÉireann ann agus imríodh i 
bPáirc Uí Dhónaill, Leitir Ceanainn Dé 
Domhnaigh, 9ú Nollaig agus an bua 
ag Seaimpíní Uladh i ndiaidh  
am breise.  

CRAOBHCHOMÓRTAS IOMÁNA                       
Tá sé mar aidhm ag an struchtúr úr 
atá curtha i bhfeidhm ar chomórtais 
náisiúnta níos mó cluichí a chur 
ar fáil do chontaetha Uladh ag a 
leibhéal féin, nó ba léir go raibh easpa 
suime áirithe do Chraobhchomórtas 
Sinsir Iomána Uladh ar na saolta 
deireanacha. Is oth linn a rá, agus 
le croíthe troma, go bhfuil deireadh 
leis an chomórtas seo go gceann trí 
bliana (2018-2020).

Sa chomórtas úr dhá leibhéal - Corn 
Sheosaimh Mhic Dhonnchadha - 
bhuaigh Aontroim in éadan na Mí, 
An Cheatharlach agus Chill Dara 
i gcluiche cáilithe lena stádas a 
choinneáil. Bhí Doire, An Dún agus Ard 
Mhacha triúir páirteach i gCorn an 
Christy Ring 2018. Chaill Ard Mhacha 
an trí chluiche agus níor bhain An 
Dún ach cluiche amháin, ach éadáil 

a dhéanamh acu ar Ard Mhacha. Bhí 
torthaí níos fearr ag Doire agus an 
bua acu i mbeirt dá gcluichí in éadan 
a n-athghinte Uladh. Ach chaill siad a 
gcluiche ansin le Londain i mbabhta 
1 agus in éadan Chill Dara sa chluiche 
leathcheannais. 

Bhí trí Chontae Uladh páirteach i 
gCorn an Christy Ring. Bhí torthaí 
éagsúla ag Muineachán sa trí 
chluiche ach chaill siad in éadan Dún 
na nGall sa chluiche leathcheannais. 
Bhí an bua ag Tír Eoghain in aghaidh 
Liatroma ach chaill siad in éadan Dún 
na nGall agus Warwickshire i gcluiche 
leathcheannais a chur deireadh 
lena séasúr. Bhí an bua ag Dún na 
nGall in éadan chontaetha Uladh 
agus Liatroim ar a mbealach chuig 
an chluiche ceannais. Bhuaigh siad 
in aghaidh Warwickshire agus léiriú 
iontach ar an iomáint a bhí ann; 2-19 
in éadan 0-18 i bPáirc an Chrócaigh.  
  
Bhí comhscór idir Fear Manach 
agus An Cabhán sa chéad bhabhta 
de Chorn Uí Mheachair. Chaill Fear 
Manach in éadan Sligigh agus 
Lancashire, chaill An Cabhán in  
éadan Lancashire ach bhí an bua  
acu in aghaidh Sligigh agus iad ag 
filleadh ar chluichí idir-chontae 
ag leibhéal sinsir. Cuireadh stop le 
Craobhchomórtas Mionúr Iomána 
Uladh go gceann trí bliana (2018-
2020), agus i ndiaidh plé a dhéanamh 
le Comhairle Laighean, bheartaigh 
Uladh go gcuirfear dhá fhoireann 
isteach i gCraobhchomórtas Mionúr 
Iomána Laighean. D’imir An Dún trí 
chluiche agus chaill siad in éadan 
An Cheatharlach, Chill Dara agus na 
hIarmhí. Bhí an bua ag Aontroim in 
aghaidh na Mí agus Ceatharlach ach 
chaill siad in éadan Chill Dara, Uíbh 
Fhailí sular chaill siad in aghaidh 
Bhaile Átha Cliath i gcluiche ceathrú 
ceannais. 

Bhí sé chontae dár gcuid páirteach 
i mbabhta na ngrúpaí i nDúshlán na 
gCeilteach (Faoi 17) le linn mhí an 
Mhárta agus mhí Aibreáin. Bhí Dún na 
nGall, Muineachán agus An Cabhán ag 
dul in iomaíocht i mbabhta na ngrúpaí 
le linn mhí an Mheithimh agus mhí 
na Bealtaine. Fuair gach contae áit 
sa chomórtas díbeartha agus triúir a 
fuair áit sna cluichí ceannais. Bhuaigh 
Doire Sraith 3 agus iad ag imirt le 
Treibheanna na Gaillimhe sa chluiche 
ceannais; 2-18 in aghaidh 3-12. Chaill 
Aontroim i gcluiche ceannais Shraith 
4 in éadan Laoise, agus bhí an bua ag 
Sligeach in aghaidh Dhún na nGall i 
gcluiche ceannais Shraith 5. Fiontar 
úr a bhí sna cluichí seo no bhí siad 
craolta beo ar YouTube. 

05 
Ghlac Comhairle Laighean le contae 
amháin ó Uladh i gcraobhchomórtas 
Iomána Laighean Faoi 21 2018. 

Bhí sé le tuiscint go raibh Aontroim 
agus An Dún in iomaíocht don áit 
seo sa chomórtas agus imríodh 
cluiche cáilithe i Mí an Mhárta 2018. 
Léiriú iontach ar an iomáint a bhí 
sa chluiche seo agus am breise de 
dhíth, bhí an bua ag Aontroim 1-23 in 
aghaidh 3-14 ar an chlár. Chuaigh siad 
chun cinn chuig Craobhchomórtas 
Laighean, áit ar chaill siad a gcluiche 
le Ceatharlach, 3-22 in aghaidh 1-19 i 
ndiaidh am breise. 
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CRAOBHCHOMÓRTAS 
CHLUBANNA NA HÉIREANN  
SAN IOMÁINT 
Ba iad Sleacht Néill Ionadaithe Uladh 
i gCraobhchomórtas Chlubanna Sinsir 
na hÉireann, ó tharla gur bhuaigh 
siad Craobhchómortas Chlubanna 
Uladh 2017.I gcluiche ceannais na 
hÉireann, d’imir siad leis Na Piarsaigh 
ó Luimneach agus chaill siad ina 
n-éadan 3015 in aghaidh 3-08 ag 
Páirc Parnáil. 
I ndiaidh dóibh teideal idirmheánach 
Uladh a bhuachan in 2017, bhí Coillidh 
Chanannáin ina n-ionadaithe Uladh 
do shraith na hÉireann. Chaill siad 
in éadan Cheann Toirc, curaidh na 
Mumhan, ar an 27ú Eanáir, 3-13 in 
aghaidh 0-12 sa Droichead Nua. 

Ag leibhéal an tsóisir, chaill Setanta 
in éadan Phort Láirge agus churaidh 
na Mumhan, Aird Mhór, i gcluiche 
leathcheannais na hÉireann ar an 
27ú Eanáir 4-12 in aghaidh 0-12 ag an 
Uaimh. 

I gCluiche Ceannais nasctha do 
Chlubanna Sóisir na hÉireann 
2018/2019, bhí ár gcuraidh, Baile na 
Lorgan, in éadan fhoireann Sheáin 
Mistéil, Warwickshire. Imríodh 
an cluiche i bPáirc na hÉireann, 
Birmingham, Dé Domhnaigh 25ú, Mí 
na Samhna. Bhí curaidh Mhuineacháin 
agus Uladh ar cúl 1-4 in éadan 0-2 ag 
leath-am, ach chuaigh chun tosaigh 
ansin sa dara leath 2011 in éadan 1-10. 
Beidh siad anois ag imirt in éadan 
Churaidh Chonnachta mí Eanáir 2019. 

CRAOBHCHOMÓRTAS  
EILE SAN IOMÁINT 
Tá forbairt na hiomána i gCúige Uladh 
dírithe don chuid is mó ar chur chun 
cinn dháileadh chúrsaí iomána ag 
leibhéal an chlub, an chontae agus na 
scoile. 

Bhí sé chontae páirteach i gCorn 
Chonchúr Mhic Oirc, agus fuair 
Aontroim an barr ar An Dún i gcluiche 
ceannais lán iomaíocht ag an ‘Dub’, 
Ollscoil na Ríona. Bhí mí-ádh ar 
An Dún ag teacht sa dara háit in 
Sraith 2B. Cháiligh Aontroim do 
Chraobhchomórtas Laighean Faoi 21 
agus bhí An Dún, Tír Eoghain, Dún na 
nGall agus Doire páirteach i gCorn 
Richie McElligott na hÉireann (B), 
agus Doire ag cailleadh amach in 
éadan foireann láidir ó Chiarraí sa 
chluiche ceannais.

Rinneadh Acadaimh Iomána d’imreoirí 
thar chúig lá náisiúnta d’aois ghrúpaí 
áirithe: Faoi 14, 15 & 16, agus Lá na 
gCluichí ón Acadamh Náisiúnta na 
hiomána againn ag deireadh an 
phróisis. Beidh cur chuige dírithe ann 
in 2019 agus struchtúr úr a bhfuil gaol 
gairid aige leis an Dúshlán Ceilteach 
do gach Grád 2- Grád 5 chontae ag 
leibhéal Faoi 15. 

Bhí Poc Fada Uladh ag CLG Sheáin 
Uí Néill, Gleann Arma, Co. Aontroma 
agus bhí buaiteoirí an chomórtais 
chun páirt a ghlacadh i gcluiche 
ceannais na hÉireann ar Shléibhte 
Chuaille. I sraith na mban Sinsir, 
tháinig Louise Ní Dhuagáin (Doire) sa 
dara háit agus curadh cosanta, Susan 
Ní Shaoraí (Gaillimh) mar bhuaiteoir 
an chomórtais. 

Sa tseachtú bliain de Shraith Aosach 
an Táin de Chlubanna san Iomáint, 
bhuaigh An Céide (Sraith 1), Seán Ó 
Treasaigh (Sraith 2), agus Naomh 
Féichín (Sraith 3). Tá CLG Uladh ag 
obair ar athfhorbairt na sraithe seo in 
éineacht le comhairlí Laighean agus 
na Mumhan agus muid ag iarraidh 
sraith idir-chontae do dhaoine 
fásta amháin a chruthú fá choinne 
contaetha atá ag forbairt na hiomána. 

In 2018, bhí Sraith an Táin Óg againn 
Faoi 13 agus deireadh curtha leis le 
sé chluiche ceannais ag Páirc Naomh 
Tiarnach, Cluain Eois. Bhí iomaíocht 
ar leith sna cluichí seo agus is léiriú 
iontach é ar éifeacht na coiste a raibh 
sé mar phost acu grád a thabhairt 
do chlubanna de réir cumais. Bhí 21 
foireann le breis agus 600 imreoir 
ina n-aíonna speisialta ag Cluiche 
leathcheannais Iomána na hÉireann. 
Beidh forbairt go leibhéal Faoi 15 le 
mothú sa tsraith seo in 2019. 
Bhí lá cloisteála san iomáint don 
Chúige ar an Abhann Bheag le níos 
mó ná 120 cóitseálaí i láthair. I réimse 
oideachas na gcóitseálaithe, tá 
méadú le feiceáil i lion chóitseálaithe 
na gclubanna atá ag baint 
bhonnchéim agus chéim 1 amach. 
Tá 25 cóitseálaí a bhfuil creidiúnú 2 
bainte amach acu. 
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CRAOBHCHOMÓRTAIS  
IDIR-CHÚIGEACH
Ní raibh craobhchomórtais idir-
chúigeach na peile agus na hiomána 
againn arís in 2018. Tá Uladh mar 
bhuaiteoirí chomórtas peile faoi 
láthair agus bhí i gcónaí tiomanta 
agus dílis do na craobhchomórtais 
seo. Is cúis díomá é nach bhfuil sa 
chomórtas seo anois ach cuid den 
stair, cé nach bhfuil cinneadh oifigiúil 
déanta é a bhaint de chlár na bliana. 

RÉITEOIRÍ 
Chun clabhsúr a chur le himeachtaí 
na gcluichí in 2018, ba mhaith liom 
mo bhuíochas a ghabhail le hoifigigh 
na gcluichí.   Go raibh céad maith 
agaibh, a réiteoirí, as bhur gcuid 
ama, bhur ndúthracht, agus as 
bheith páirteach i ndáileadh chlár 
na gcluichí, ina raibh 319 cluichí 
mar chuid de 19 comórtas in 2018. 
Ní bheadh cluichí ann gan réiteoirí, 
bíonn gach duine acu ar fáil agus cuid 
acu gan chairde. Ar son CLG Uladh, 
gabhaim buíochas lenár réiteoirí as a 
dtacaíocht leanúnach. 
Bheadh sé díchleach mura luafainn 
Pól Mac Íomhair, a chuaigh ar shlí na 
fírinne i mí na Samhna.  

Bhí Pól ina bhall de phainéal Réiteoirí 
Uladh. Ó CLG Ruairí Mhic Asmaint, 
Port Chluain Eoghain, chuaigh sé 
le Painéal Reoiteoirí Uladh in 2014 
agus bhí sé ina bhall de Phainéal 
Tacaíochta Náisiúnta le dhá bhliain 
anuas.  
 
Ag leibhéal an Chúige, bhí Pól 
ina réiteoir ag Craobhchomórtas 
Chlubanna Uladh, Craobhchomórtas 
Mionúr Uladh sa Pheil, agus in 
2018 d’oibrigh sé ag cluiche 
ceannais shraith chlubanna Uladh 
i mí an Mhárta agus Cluiche an 
Chraobhchomórtais Faoi 20 idir 
Dún na nGall agus An Cabhán i mí 
na Bealtaine. Lena bhean chéile, 
Nicola, a pháistí Ryan, Conor agus 
Erin, a theaghlach, a fhoireann, a 
mhaoir, Gael Ruairí Mhic Asmaint, 
CLG Aontroma agus a chuid cairde, 
casaimid ag CLG Uladh, ár mbrón 
libh. Bhí tost bomaite ann ag cluichí 
chlubanna Uladh an deireadh 
seachtaine i ndiaidh dó bás a fháil.  
Go ndéana Dia trócaire ar a anam. 

CRAOBHCHOMÓRTAS 
CHLUBANNA ULADH  
SAN IOMÁINT                 
Ní raibh ach trí fhoireann páirteach i 
gCraobhchomórtas Sinsir Chlubanna 
Uladh san Iomáint. Sa chluiche 
leathcheannais, Bhí curaidh An Dúin, 
Baile Crann, in éadan Sleacht Néill, 
curaidh Uladh ag Páirc Uí Chorragáin. 
Taispeántas iontach ó na foirne sáite 
ina chéile, bhí an bua ag An Dún 
4-15 in aghaidh 1-14. Bhí an cluiche 
ceannais idir Ruairí Óg, Bun Abhann 
Dalla agus Baile Crann mar chluiche 
dúbailte i gcraobhchomórtas Sóisir 
Uladh ag Páirc Lúthchleasaíochta Ard 
Mhacha. D’fhill Ruairí Óg ar an teideal 
den chéad uair ó bhí 2015 ann agus 
iad ag buachan 1-15 in aghaidh 0-10. 
Bhí éacht iontach bainte amach ag an 
chlub ó chontae Aontroma agus cúis 
bróid a bhí ann dóibh. 

Comórtas iontach atá i 
gCraobhchomórtas Idirmheánach 
Chlubanna san Iomáint agus sé 
fhoireann páirteach ann. Bhuaigh An 
Céide agus Naomh Gall ag babhta 
ceathrú ceannais an chluiche. Sna 
cluichí ceannais, bhuaigh Naomh Gall 
agus An Céide in éadan an tSuaitrigh 
agus Liatroma. Thóg Naomh Gall an 
teideal ag Páirc Esler agus an cluiche 
amuigh acu in aghaidh an Chéide 2-12 
in éadan 0-11. 

Craobhchomórtas Sóisir na 
gClubanna san Iomáint, bhuaigh 
Cluain Daimh, Seán Ó Treasaigh, Bun 
Abhann Duinne agus Baile na Lorgan. 
Bhuaigh Bun Abhann Duinne in éadan 
Sheáin Uí Threasaigh agus bhí an bua 
ag Baile na Lorgan thar Chluain Daimh 
sa chluiche ceannais. Taispeántas 
iontach a bhí sa chluiche ceannais 
sóisir agus an cluiche amuigh ag Baile 
na Lorgan in éadan Bhun Abhann 
Duinne 1-14 in aghaidh 0-16 i bPáirc 
Lúthchleasaíochta Ard Mhacha. 
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05 
RYAN, CHRIS & MARK
Nuair a éiríonn imreoir idir-chontae 
as an ról, is minic a dhéantar adhnua 
de, ach ní mar sin a bhí se le Rian 
Mac Bhloscaidh, nó ócáid chiúin a bhí 
ann nuair a d’éirigh sé as i ndiaidh dó 
fiche bliain a chaitheamh i ngeansaí 
Fhear Manach. Seans gur mar seo a 
bhí ó tharla nár éirigh Rian as le cuid 
mhaith bonn bainte amach aige – 
níor bhain sé oiread is bonn sraithe 
ina ghairm oirirc – ach níl léamh ná 
scríobh na hinsint béil ar dhílseacht 
Mhic Bhloscaidh dá chontae. Le linn 
dó bheith le contae na hÉirne, bhí 
naoi mbainisteoir aige agus d’fhógair 
sé go raibh deireadh leis an ré idir-
chontae ag deireadh shéasúr 2018.

Níor imir sé sa chraobhchomórtas 
ina bhliain dheiridh – chaith sé an 
geansaí glas den uair dhéanach sa 
tSraith Allianz in éadan Loch Garman 
– ach tá sólás le haimsiú dó nó bhí sé 
ag croílár Phainéal Fhear Mhanach 
ag Cluiche ceannais Uladh. Ba é Rian 
an t-imreoir is faide ag leibhéal idir-
chontae nuair a d’éirigh sé as, agus 
is é an t-aon imreoir atá beo ar fad é 
a raibh ról aige i bpainéal an chontae 
le linn na haoise seo caite (chuaigh 
sé le Painéal Fhear Manach agus é 18 
in 1999). Is ambasadóir iontach don 
chluiche é Rian Mac Bhloscaidh agus 
imreoir iontach dílis d’Fhear Manach 
agus do pheil Uladh – d’imir sé ar 
fhoireann an Railway Cup a bhuaigh 
in 2009 – agus gabhaim buíochas leis 
as a bhfuil déanta aige ar son pheil 
Gaelach. 

Tháinig deireadh le tréimhse imchian 
sa chluiche de chuid Chris Uí Chairre, 
cúl báire contae Aontroma, in 2018. 
D’imir an fear seo de chuid Naomh 
Gall leis na ‘Saffrons’ in 2007 agus 
d’imir sé ina chluiche déanach in 
éadan An Dúin i gcraobhchomórtas 
Uladh. Thug Chris cuid mhaith 

tacaíochta d’fheasacht agus do 
chúram mheabhairshláinte, agus, 
mar aon le Rian, cé nár bhuaigh sé 
cuid mhaith bonn ag leibhéal idir-
chontae, bhí sé bródúil as bheith ag 
imirt ar son an chontae agus rinne sé 
a sheacht ndícheall gach aon iarraidh. 

Ag tús mhí na Nollag d’fhógair Mark 
Ó Loingsigh, imreoir dúthrachtach ó 
Dhoire, go raibh deireadh lena shaol 
mar imreoir idir-chontae i ndiaidh dó 
16 bliain a chaitheamh ag imirt lena 
chontae. Tá sé dílis dá fhoireann, 
bhuaigh sé Craobh Sigerson 2008, 
chomh maith le Bonn Mionúr na 
hÉireann agus Corn Uí Ógáin, agus ba 
lynchpin é (maith dom an t-imeartas 
focal!) de chuid fhoireann Dhoire le 
deich mbliain anuas. Cé nach raibh 
an deireadh is fearr aige agus é ina 
gheansaí den uair déanach ag imirt 
in éadan Chill Dara i mbabhta cáilithe 
na hÉireann, ba léir a thábhacht do 
Dhoire i gcraobhchomórtas Uladh in 
éadan Dún na nGall, inár aimsigh sé 
cúig phointe.

Go n-éirí libh agus ádh mór oraibh a 
Rian, Chris agus Mark agus sibh ag éirí 
as an pheil idir-chontae. 

CORN DHÓNALL UÍ MHURCHÚ 
Níl léamh ná scríobh na hinsint béil 
ar a raibh déanta ag Dónall Ó Murchú 
ar son Chomhairle Uladh, agus ba 
chóir go ndéanfar cuimhne air le 
cuimhnitheach cuí. Ba dheis iontach 
go raibh Craobhchomórtas Uladh Faoi 
20 sa Pheil cruthaithe agus gabhann 
Comhairle Uladh buíochas le clann Uí 
Mhurchú as deonachán a chur ar fáil 
do Chorn Uí Mhurchú. 

D’oibrigh Dónall le Comhairle Uladh 
ó bhí 1981 go dtí gur imigh sé uainn 
in Nollaig na bliana 2016, agus bhí 
gach uile ról aige le linn an ama sin. 
Rinneadh corn galánta in ómós dó atá 

déanta as airgead Éireannach agus trí 
lámh air. Rinne Sharman D Neill, Béal 
Feirste, an corn. Cuireadh sainmharc 
air i mBaile Átha Cliath in 1905. 

Ag an phointe seo, is fiú a lua go 
raibh fáiltiú príobháideach ag an 
Chéad Aire Arlene Foster agus ag an 
Leaschéad-Aire Martin McGuiness 
do Dhónall in ómós dá chuid oibre ar 
son an CLG agus a n-iarrachtaí chun 
athmhuintearas a chur chun cinn. Tá 
Martin anois ar shlí na fírinne fosta, 
ach bhí iontach siombalach ar fad go 
raibh Arlene Foster i láthair ag Cluiche 
Ceannais Chraobhchomórtas Uladh 
nuair a nochtadh an corn den chéad 
uair, agus Doire mar chéad bhuaiteoirí 
an choirn fosta. 

CEANNAIRE AN DUP AG  
CLUICHE CEANNAIS ULADH 
Mheall cluiche ceannais Uladh 
i gCluain Eois clúdach na meán 
ar dhóigh, rud a tháinig aduaidh 
orainn, ach murab ionann agus a 
gcomhghleacaithe ó shaol an spóirt, 
bhí níos mó suime ag cuid mhaith 
de na meáin cumarsáide sna lucht 
féachana, in áit cé a bhí ar an pháirc.
 
Toisc gurb é an CLG an eagraíocht is 
mó in Éirinn, ó thaobh cultúir agus 
spóirt de, is féidir leis tionchar a imirt 
ar an phobal ag croí an chumainn 
agus go fadiarmhartach. Tá sé 
tábhachtach go bhfuil an tionchar sin 
in úsáid ar dhóigh dearfach chun an 
tsochaí a fheabhsú. Nuair a fuair Fear 
Manach áit sa chluiche ceannais den 
chéad uair le deich mbliaina, shíl mé 
féin gur deis iontach a bheadh ann 
dá mbeadh ceannaire an DUP in ann 
freastal ar an chluiche. 

Ó tharla go bhfuil táimhe le mothú 
in Stormont faoi láthair, mhothaigh 
mé go raibh an t-am linn agus gur 
chóir go ndéanfadh CLG Uladh a 

leithéid. Cé nach dtiocfadh linn an 
institiúid a athchóiriú leis an Chéad-
Aire ag freastal ar an chluiche, bhí 
sé tábhachtach agus ag cur leis an 
ócáid go raibh ról le himirt ag CLG 
Uladh cuidiú ‘is muid ag dul de dhroim 
bacainní. 

Níor chóir go mbeadh aon duine in 
amhras ach go raibh ar Arlene Foster 
a machnamh a dhéanamh ar an ábhar 
sular bheartaigh sí ar dul chuig an 
chluiche, agus tá mé ag déanamh 
gur chuidigh an t-amhrán ‘Come on 
Arlene’ ó chuid den lucht féachana léi 
bheith ar a suaimhneas. Ina cuid focal 
féin, dúirt sí gur mhaith léi go mbeadh 
‘pobal roinnte’ againn, agus gur céim 
chun tosaigh a bhí sa chluiche seo. 

Cé go bhfuil bóthar fada romhainn ó 
thaobh na polaitíochta de, is féidir 
le comharthaí umhlaíochta agus le 
gníomhaí áirithe tuiscint níos fearr a 
chruthú ar chultúir éagsúla más maith 
linn dul i bhfeabhas agus forbairt. 
Mar sin de, sa chomhthéacs seo, is 
fiú a lua go raibh plé tábhachtach 
le hArlene agus í ag déanamh a 
machnaimh an bhfreastalóidh sí ar an 
chluiche i gCaisleán Cromghlinne ag 
fáiltiú de chuid an Phrionsa Searlait. 
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BRIAN MAC FHÍOBHUÍ
RÚNAÍ

TINRIMH NA GCLUICHÍ 
Thit líon na ndaoine a d’fhreastail ar 
Chluichí Chraobhchomórtas Uladh in 
2018 thíos faoi 100,000 den chéad 
uair le blianta anuas. Bhíothas ag 
dréim leis an ísliú seo agus bhí barúil 
agam, mar a luaigh mé in agallamh 
le ‘The Irish Times’, sular cuireadh tús 
leis an Chraobhchomórtas go mbeadh 
an t-ísliú seo ann. 

Bhí callóid ann mar gheall ar 
mhéadú na dtáillí iontrála don 
Chraobhchomórtas in 2008 – den 
chéad uair le breis agus deich 
mbliana. Cé nach méadú iomarcach 
a bhí ann, mhothaigh patrúin ó na sé 
chontae go raibh siad fágtha gann ó 
thaobh airgid de, nuair a ghlacadh leis 
na figiúirí i gcomhthéacs an phuint (tá 
struchtúr na bpraghsanna bunaithe 
ar an euro). Is cinnte gur chuir méadú 
na dticéad le líon na ndaoine atá ag 
freastal ar na cluichí, ní hionann sin 
agus a rá gurb é iomlán na faidhbe é. 

Bhí tinrimh peile sna cúigí eile thíos, 
áiteanna nach raibh méadú praghais 
ann – mar shampla, cá huair a bhí 
Cluiche Ceannais Laighean ina raibh 
Baile Átha Cliath ag imirt agus Páirc 
an Chrócaigh leath lán? 

Cad iad na cúiseanna san ísliú 
tinrimh? Cuireadh béim, sna 
meáin agus i measc an phobail, ar 
chaighdeán na hócáide, agus cé go 
raibh cluichí maithe ann, is fíor nach 
raibh ach cúpla chluiche iontach 
iomaíoch. Bhí barraíocht béime ar 
stíl ‘zónúil’ agus foirne ag imirt córas 
a bhfuil muinín acu iontu, chan ar an 
toirt, agus tá ról aige sin le daoine ag 
cailleadh suime. Sin ráite, dar liom 
go bhfuil an pobal ag dréim leis an 
neamhréadúil agus níl caighdeán 
na peile chomh dona is a shílfeá ó 
bharúlacha roinnt de na tráchtairí. 
Bíonn daoine ag caint ar ‘chluichí 
iontacha’, ón am a chuaigh thart, ach 
dá mbeadh cuid de na cluichí sin 
againn sa lá atá inniu ann, bheadh 
an cáineadh céanna le cluinstin. Is 
léiriú é ardchaighdeán iontach na 

hiomána le blianta beaga anuas ar 
na hathruithe atá tagtha thar na 
blianta nó tá uaillmhianta réadúla ag 
a dhá oiread foireann Corn Liam Mhic 
Carthaigh a bhuachan is atá corn 
Mhig Uidhir a bhuachan. 

Is é mo bharúil é gurb é comhdhlúthú 
an Chraobhchomórtais is ciontaí le 
hísliú tinrimh. Tá daoine ag roghnú 
a gcluichí. I mbliana, mar shampla, 
d’imir Dún na nGall ceithre chluiche 
ag leibhéal Chraobhchomórtas Uladh 
taobh istigh de sé seachtaine. Dhá 
bhliain roimhe sin, d’imreoidís na 
cluichí sin thar naoi seachtaine. 

Ní mheallann cluichí oíche Shathairn 
oiread sin daoine agus a mheallann 
cluichí Dhomhnaigh. Bhí dhá chluiche 
againn i mbliana ar an Satharn. 
Bhí cluiche acu seo ann ag an am 
céanna le Cluiche Ceannais Shraith 
na gCuradh, agus ó tharla go raibh 
club Sasanach páirteach ann, níor 
fhreastal oiread sin ar an chluiche. 
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Bliain ó shin, bhí dhá chluiche den 
chéad bhabhta leis An Dún in éadan 
Ard Mhacha agus An Cabhán in 
aghaidh Muineacháin, cé nach raibh 
a leithéid de chluiche againn in 2018, 
chuir cluiche an chéad bhabhta idir 
Tír Eoghan agus Muineachán ar an 
Ómaigh faobhar ar an ghoile. 

Le theacht stíl úr an babhta ceathrú 
ceannais (ar a dtugtar na ‘super 8s’), 
bhí rogha níos leithne ag patrúin 
na gcluichí agus tá fianaise láidir 
ann a léiríonn go ndearna daoine a 
rogha féin maidir leis na cluichí a 
d’fhreastail siad orthu. 

Ní féidir a sheachaint ach go bhfuil 
saol agus stíl mhaireachtála na 
ndaoine ag athrú agus roghanna níos 
leithne ar fáil. Tá an chosúlacht ann 
go ndéanfaí daoine óga roghanna 
eile, agus níl oiread sin daoine ag 
teacht tríd na geataí. 

Is mise le meas,
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These are changing times in the GAA 
world.  As I write this report the five 
experimental Gaelic Football rules 
are being trialled in the pre-season 
competitions and this comes on the 
back of significant changes in the 
inter-county football and hurling 
championships which came into 
being, albeit on a three-year trial 
basis, in 2018.

For the first time since 2014 an Ulster 
county contested the All-Ireland 
Senior Football Final and while there 
was to be no luck for Tyrone on this 
occasion there was success for the 
O’Neill County earlier in the year with 
Moy Tír na nÓg taking the honours 
in the All-Ireland Intermediate Club 
Championship. 

The Red Hands had further success 
when they captured the All-Ireland 
Ladies Intermediate Football title 
and I mention this in the context of 
the roll-out of the 20x20 initiative 
during the past year.  This is an 
all-inclusive campaign to change 
perceptions to women’s sport on the 
island of Ireland with the aim by 2020 
to achieve a 20% increase in media 
coverage of women’s sport in Ireland 
and to increase both participation 
and attendance levels for women’s 
sport by the same levels.  It is an 
exciting initiative and we all have a 
part to play in helping this ambitious 
target to come to fruition. 

Ulster GAA has over many years 
had a successful relationship with 
the Ulster Ladies Gaelic Football 
Association and the Ulster Camogie 
Association and on many occasions 
Ladies’ games have formed part of 
a double-bill with our main games.  
But that is not where our innovation 
ended.  This has never been more 
exemplified with the appointment 

of a female referee to take charge 
of a major inter-provincial final in 
2018.  In 2017 Cavan’s Maggie Farrelly 
took charge of the Ulster Club Junior 
Football Final - the first female 
referee to take charge of a provincial 
club final – and Maggie added to 
her impressive list of refereeing 
accolades in 2018 when she became 
the first female referee to take charge 
of an inter-county provincial final 
when she took charge of the minor 
decider between Monaghan and 
Derry. 

The GAA’s success story is undisputed 
but none of what has been achieved 
would ever have happened without 
the countless hours of voluntary 
effort that has been amassed across 
the Association over the last 134 
years. The GAA’s contribution to Irish 
life has been immeasurable but it 
is important, and more so now than 
ever, that the selfless efforts of the 
volunteer are not taken for granted.  
While there are many positives from 
volunteering, there are also many 
demands, both from within our 
great Association and from outside 
it as well, so the message must be 
heard loud and clear – that message 
is that we must have realistic 
expectations of our volunteers and 
it is in the long-term interests of 
no one to over burden them with 
increased bureaucracy and increased 
expectations.  They are too valuable a 
resource to be taken for granted. 
  
Equally our players, and particularly 
our inter-county players, must be 
treated with dignity and respect.  The 
sacrifices they make to play the game 
they love are akin in many instances 
to that of some professional 
sportspeople.  Research undertaken 
by The Economic and Social Research 
Institute (ESRI) on behalf of the GAA 

and GPA, and published in September, 
found that some inter-county players 
can devote up to 31 hours per week 
to their sporting commitments 
and sacrifice other aspects of their 
lives to do so.  While the majority of 
respondents also reported significant 
benefits from their involvement at 
inter-county level, we must be careful 
that our expectations and demands 
we put on players do not exceed what 
should be realistically expected from 
them.

2018 GAMES ACTIVITY
In 2018, the Anglo Celt Cup was 
reclaimed by Dún na nGall for the first 
time since 2014.  

The Ulster Club Championships 
continue to enthuse our players 
and spectators.  Ruairí Óg, St. Galls 
and Castleblayney collected the 
respective titles in hurling and 
congratulations to all involved.  The 
Ulster Hurling Club Final between 
Ruairí Óg and Ballycran took place in 
the Athletic Grounds with over 3,700 
spectators in attendance.  

2018 marked 50 years of the Ulster 
Senior Football Club Championship 
and this year’s final saw the unique 
pairing of Gaoth Dobhair and 
Scotstown. At this year’s final we 
invited representatives from all 18 
clubs who had previously won the 
Seamus MacFerran Cup to attend, 
along with members of the MacFerran 
family. The clubs were presented 
with specially commissioned plaques 
which were warmly received by all 
our previous winners. 2018 saw Gaoth 
Dobhair become the 19th club to win 
it as they became the second Donegal 
club to lift the Seamus MacFerran Cup.  
Comhghairdeas Gaoth Dobhair. Well 
done to Naomh Éanna and Red Hugh’s 
who collected the Intermediate and 
Junior titles respectively.  
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2018 saw the seventh year of the 
Táin Adult Club Hurling League.  This 
initiative saw a total of 22 teams 
compete from across the province of 
Ulster, as well as teams from Louth.  
The Connacht clubs who originally 
competed were again incorporated 
into the Connacht section.   There 
were a total of three divisions.  Keady 
(Ard Mhacha), Sean Treacys (Ard 
Mhacha) and St Feichin’s (An Lú) 
emerged as the Division 1- 3 winners 
respectively.  This competition is 
littered with the non-fulfilment of 
games and is in need of a major 
overhaul.  This is currently being 
examined.  

The Ulster Football Club League in 
2018 saw a total of 44 clubs involved, 
with 18 teams in senior and 26 teams 
in intermediate. This was the highest 
number of entries in a number of 
years which illustrates that clubs are 
keen for games at this time of year.  
Eoghan Rua Coleraine (Doire) and 
Laragh United (An Cabhán) won the 
Senior and Intermediate finals, with 
both finals being great spectacles.  
This competition again provided 
clubs with competitive action at 
their appropriate level prior to the 
commencement of their internal 
county games programmes.  
The Allianz Football League had 

contrasting fortunes for the Ulster 
counties.  An Cabhán secured 
promotion to Division 1 albeit at 
the expense of Dún na nGall.  Ard 
Mhacha defeated Fear Manach in the 
Division 3 Final with both teams being 
promoted, with An Dún dropping to 
Division 3.  Doire were disappointingly 
relegated to join Aontroim in Division 
Four.   

On the hurling fields, An Dún reached 
the AHL Division 2 Final where they 
lost out to Maigh Eo at Kingspan 
Breffni Park.  In the Nicky Rackard 
Final, Dún na nGall overcame 
Warwickshire on a 2-19 to 0-18 
scoreline.  Well done to all involved.  

BOI DR. MCKENNA CUP
In our first competition of the year, 
the Bank of Ireland Dr. McKenna Cup, 
Dún na nGall broke the dominance 
of Tír Eoghain by defeating them in 
an entertaining final at the Athletic 
Grounds by 1-16 to 1-12.  I wish to 
compliment the understanding 
from our counties and universities 
during the campaign as weather paid 
havoc with the schedule.  Getting 
it completed on schedule was a 
major achievement and I commend 
the counties and colleges for 
their tolerance and understanding 
throughout the campaign. I also 

extend my gratitude to Bank of Ireland 
for their continued sponsorship of this 
important competition in the Ulster 
GAA calendar.                               
 
SENIOR FOOTBALL 
CHAMPIONSHIP
The 2018 Ulster Senior Football 
Championship commenced at Pairc 
MacCumhaill on Sunday 13th May, 
where Dún na nGall overcame An 
Cabhán 2-20 to 1-15.   The following 
weekend, Fear Manach defeated Ard 
Mhacha by 0-12 to 0-07 at Brewster 
Park and Muineachán edged out Tír 
Eoghain by 1-18 to 1-16 in an exciting 
tussle at Healy Park.  One week later, 
An Dún overcame Aontroim at Páirc 
Esler on a 1-18 to 0-14 scoreline while 
Dún na nGall beat their neighbours 
Doire at Celtic Park on a 2-16 to 0-16 
scoreline.  The great All-Ireland 
winning Down team of 1968 was 
honoured by the Ulster Council at the 
game in Páirc Esler.

In the first semi-final, played at Healy 
Park on Sunday 3rd June, a last gasp 
Eoin Donnelly goal saw Fear Manach 
shock Muineachán by 1-08 to 0-10 
to secure the first Ulster Final place.  
The following Sunday in St. Tiernach’s 
Park, Dún na nGall powered past An 
Dún to ease to a 2-22 to 1-12 win.    
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The Ulster Final took place two weeks 
later where Dún na nGall and Fear 
Manach met at St. Tiernach’s Park, 
Clones on Sunday 23rd June.  28,778 
spectators attended the Final on an 
historic day.  The occasion of unique 
final pairing was added to by the 
attendance of the DUP leader Arlene 
Foster at the game.  

The Ulster Senior Football Champions 
from 25 years previous, Doire were 
honoured.   With the inclusion 
of honouring the successful 
teams from the past, Cumann na 
mBunscol exhibition games, band 
entertainment, the Under 20 Football 
Final and the Senior showpiece, 
Ulster Final day continues to be a 
celebration of our great Association 
in the province of Ulster.  The game 
itself was a step too far for Fear 
Manach, as Dún na nGall assumed 
total control for long spells and 
emerged as 2-18 to 0-12 champions.  
Congratulations go to Dún na nGall 

for a well deserved success.  
The 2018 Ulster Senior Football 
Championship was played over 
a shortened period with the four 
quarter-final games taking place 
over two weekends and counties 
were playing every two weeks 
as they remained in the hunt for 
the Anglo Celt.  Sunday 23rd June 
seemed an early conclusion to our 
Ulster Championship but is a positive 
development for all our clubs. 
 
ALL-IRELAND FOOTBALL 
CHAMPIONSHIP
The All-Ireland Senior Football 
Championship for Ulster 
representatives began on 9th June 
with five of our counties involved.  
Doire lost out in a high scoring 
encounter at Owenbeg to Cill Dara 
by 2-22 to 2-14.  Aontroim suffered 
defeat on the road as they lost out 
in Tullamore to Uíbh Fhailí by 2-20 to 
1-15 to end their season.  Tír Eoghain 
required extra time to see off An Mhí 

at Navan, while An Cabhán won in 
Wicklow and Ard Mhacha won away  
to An Iarmhí. 

In Round 2 of the Qualifiers there 
were wins for four of our counties, 
albeit the An Cabhán victory came 
at the cost of An Dún.  Muineachán 
won easily away in Port Láirge, Tír 
Eoghain won in Ceatharlach and Ard 
Mhacha emerged 1-19 to 1-13 winners 
in Sligeach.  

Qualifier Round 3 on 30th June saw 
another all Ulster clash in Brewster 
Park.  Kingspan Breffni was closed 
for resurfacing work so An Cabhán 
and Tír Eoghain faced off with the 
Red Hand county edging out 0-18 
to 1-12 winners.  On the same day 
Muineachán won easily in Liatroim, 
while Ard Mhacha staged  
a remarkable comeback to defeat  
An Clár at the Athletic Grounds.  
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By Round 4 we had four Ulster 
counties remaining in the All-
Ireland series, along with Ulster 
champions, Dún na nGall.  High 
scoring encounters were the 
name of the game in Round 4 as 
Fear Manach, Tír Eoghain and Ard 
Mhacha all experienced contrasting 
fortunes.  Tir Eoghain beat Corcáigh 
by 3-20 to 0-13 at Portlaoise while 
Muineachán edged out Laois by 0-18 
to 1-12 at Navan.  Ard Mhacha lost 
out in a thriller to Ros Comáin while 
Fear Manach saw their season finish 
in Navan by virtue of a 3-20 to 0-18 
defeat to Cill Dara.     

2018 saw the introduction of a 
phased All-Ireland quarter-final 
(colloquially known as the Super 
8’s) format with each team playing 
three games in two groups of four, 
to replace the traditional quarter-
finals.  Muineachán emerged from 
their group as a consequence of wins 
over Cill Dara and Gallimh as well as 
a draw at home to Ciarraí, when they 
were caught by a last minute goal. Tír 

Eoghain and Dún na nGall both lost 
to Baile Átha Cliath and defeated Ros 
Comain to set up a winner takes all 
clash in Pairc MacCumhaill on Sunday 
5th August.  In a brilliant spectacle, 
late goals from substitutes Harry 
Loughran and Declan McClure saw Tír 
Eoghain progress to the All-Ireland 
Semi-Final stage.

In the All-Ireland semi-final, 
Tír Eoghain faced neighbours, 
Muineachán in Croke Pak on Sunday 
12th August.  This time, it was a late 
goal from Niall Sludden that proved 
vital in a 1-13 to 0-15 win for Tír 
Eoghain.  A disappointing end to the 
season for a Muineachán side that 
showed real signs of progress and 
they will be looking ahead to 2019 
with renewed optimism.  The result 
also demonstrated how difficult it is 
to defeat a team of similar standard 
three times in the one season.

In the All-Ireland Final Dublin faced 
Tyrone on the earlier date of Sunday 
2nd September, as a consequence of 
the changes to the national fixtures 
programme.  Baile Átha Cliath 
stormed to four in a row by virtue of 
a 2-17 to 1-14 success.  Tír Eoghain 
battled fiercely to the end and will 
also take solace from their first All-
Ireland Final appearance in a decade.  
                                   
MINOR FOOTBALL 
CHAMPIONSHIP
The Ulster Minor Football 
Championship continues to excite 
and entertain.  These games were 
traditionally fitting curtain raisers on 
championship days but 2018 saw a 
very different competition.  The Under 
18 Competition was replaced by an 
Under 17 Championship and as the 
counties had voted for a ‘back door’ 
championship, beaten teams got a 
second chance up to the semi-final 
stage.  Subsequently, only two Minor 
games were played as curtain raisers 
to the senior games and they were 
Donegal v Monaghan in Ballybofey 
and Monaghan v Down in Healy 
Park.  We were treated to a brilliant 
competition with four of the 15 games 
requiring extra time, with one of those 
requiring an additional two periods of 
extra time.  

In the Preliminary Round, in a sign of 
things to come, Doire needed extra 
time to see off Muineachán at Celtic 
Park.   In the First Round, there were 
wins for Tír Eoghain, Fear Manach, 
while An Cabhán and An Dún required 
extra time in their victories.  The 
following weekend, in Qualifier Round 
1, Muineachán ended the involvement 
of Aontroim at Corrigan Park on a 3-12 
to 0-7 scoreline. 
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 Qualifier Round 2 saw wins for Doire 
and Muineachán over Ard Mhacha 
and Dún na nGall respectively.  Round 
2 saw the four Round 1 winners 
play each other where Tír Eoghain 
defeated An Dún and An Cabhán 
beat Fear Manach.  The following 
weekend, Doire beat Fear Manach at 
the Athletic Grounds and Muineachán 
beat An Dún in a thriller at Healy Park.  
The competition took a break during 
the exam period with the semi-finals 
taking place as a double header 
at the Athletic Grounds on 1st July.  
In two local derbies, Muineachán 
outscored An Cabhán by 2-16 to 2-04 
while Doire defeated Tír Eoghain on 
a 2-10 to 1-08 scoreline.  In a well 
attended final at the Athletic Grounds 
it was Muineachán who collected the 
Fr. Murray Cup on a 1-09 to 0-09 final 
score.  Well done to all involved.   

Both minor finalists qualified for the 
All-Ireland quarter-finals where Doire 
were beaten by An Mhí 1-15 to 1-10 and 
Muineachán won out over Cill Dara by 
2-11 to 0-08 at Mullingar.    
 
In the All-Ireland semi-final, played as 
a curtain raiser to the senior semi-
final between Muineachán and Tír 
Eoghain, the Ulster champions lost 
out to Ciarraí by 1-16 to 2-11 after an 
epic struggle.   

UNDER 20 FOOTBALL 
CHAMPIONSHIP
This year has seen the introduction 
of the Ulster Under 20 Football 
Championship, replacing the Under 
21 grade.  Doire became the first 
title holders of the ‘Corn Dónall Ó 
Murchú.’  As per the Official Guide this 
competition was played on a straight 
knock-out basis in a tight window 
between the end of May and mid-
August and within the province five of 
these games were played as curtain 
raisers with the Ulster SFC games 
which added to the occasion.    

In the Preliminary Round, Dún na 
nGall were fiercely impressive in a 
2-21 to 0-10 victory over An Cabhán.  
The quarter final stages saw victories 
for Ard Mhacha, Tír Eoghain, An Dún 
and Doire.  The first semi-final saw 
Ard Mhacha host Tír Eoghain in the 
Athletic Grounds in what turned out 
to be a scintillating match, which was 
won by the home side on a 2-22 to 
0-24 scoreline after extra-time. The 
other semi-final saw Doire come back 
strongly to defeat An Dún by 2-17 to 
2-15 at St Tiernach’s Park.  The final 
was played as the curtain raiser on 
Ulster Final day and Doire put on a 
great second half display of attacking 
football to secure the Corn Dónall Ó 
Murchú on a 2-15 to 1-14 scoreline.  

ULSTER CLUB FOOTBALL 
CHAMPIONSHIP                                         
The Ulster Club Championship still 
has that lure for our supporters 
and the local aspect means that 
all clubs at all levels can aspire to 
the greatest stage throughout the 
province and indeed, Croke Park.  In 
the Preliminary Round, Scotstown 
defeated Fermanagh champions, 
Derrygonnelly at Clones.   In the 
quarter-finals, there were wins for 
Crossmaglen, Scotstown, Gaoth 
Dobhair and Eoghan Rua Coleraine 
against Coalisland, Burren, Cargin and 
Castlerahan respectively.     

At the semi-final stage, we were 
treated to a brilliant double header in 
Healy Park, Omagh with almost 8,000 
spectators in attendance.   In the first 
game, it took a nerveless last-minute 
free kick from All Star Rory Beggan to 
seal a 1-14 to 2-10 win for Scotstown 
over a very gallant and skilful Eoghan 
Rua side.  The second game saw a 
first half scoring spree place Gaoth 
Dobhair into an unassailable lead and 
they ran out 4-11 to 0-16 winners over 
Crossmaglen.  In the Final, played 
at Healy Park, Omagh and screened 
live by TG4, extra time was needed 
to separate the sides.  The name of 
Seaghan Ó Fearraigh will go down in 
Gaoth Dobhair folklore as his extra 
time point proved to be the winning 
score in a 0-13 to 0-12 victory for 
the Dún na nGall champions.  Team 
captain, Niall Ó Fríl delivered his 
entire acceptance speech as gaeilge 
to the glee of all supporters.

The Intermediate Football Club 
Championship remains an extremely 
competitive grade and 2018 was no 
different.  In the Preliminary Round, 
Banagher defeated Belnacleck at 
Owenbeg. In the quarter-finals, there 
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were wins for Tattyreagh, Naomh 
Éanna, Mullahoran (after extra-time) 
and Banagher.  In the semi-finals, 
played at as a double header at the 
Athletic Grounds, we saw Naomh 
Eanna and Mullahoran progress in 
dramatic circumstances.  Naomh 
Éanna produced a late rally to edge 
out Tattyreagh by 0-13 to 1-08.  The 
other semi-final will go down in 
history as the first championship 
game in the province where the 
winners were decided by virtue of a 
free taking competition.  Mullahoran 
and Banagher could not be separated 
after full-time so extra-time followed.  
The game was still level after two 
periods of ten minutes so a further 
two periods of five minutes each way 
followed.  With the teams still tied at 
1-16 to 0-19, the game was finished via 
the ‘Finish on the Day’ process and 
Mullahoran emerged as 5-3 winners.    
In the Final played at the Athletic 
Grounds on Saturday 1st December, 
a slick Naomh Éanna side claimed 
the Patrick McCully Cup with a 2-11 to 
1-10 win over the Cavan champions.   
For a club that suffered so much 
heartbreak during ‘The Troubles’ it 
was an emotional success which was 
welcomed by GAA followers all across 
the province. 

In the Junior Football Championship, 
Monaghan winners Emyvale won 
their Preliminary Round game against 
Drumlane.  In the quarter-finals, there 
were wins for Red Hugh’s, Limavady, 
Aghadrumsee and Emyvale. 
In the semi-finals, played as a double 
header in Healy Park, there were 
wins for Red Hugh’s and Limavady 
in two tight encounters.   The Junior 
Final was played at Celtic Park, after 
Limavady won a coin toss as agreed 
by both clubs.  Red Hugh’s just held 
off the Limavady challenge to emerge 
as 1-11 to 1-09 winners and collect the 
Paul Kerr Cup for the first time ever.  
Well done to all the club champions. 

ALL-IRELAND CLUB  
FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP
In a great game of football on 24th 
February 2018, extra time was 
needed to separate Slaughtneil and 
Munster champions, Nemo Rangers 
at Portlaoise in the All-Ireland Senior 
semi-final. Unfortunately, the Derry 
and Ulster champions just fell short 
as the Cork champions ran out 2-19 to 
1-14 winners.  

In the All-Ireland Intermediate Club 
Championship on 27th January, Moy 
travelled to Semple Stadium to take 
on An Gaeltacht.  In a tight affair, a 
late goal from Harry Loughran proved 
to be the difference in a 1-5 to 0-6 
win.  In the All-Ireland Final on 3rd 
February, it was an early goal from his 
brother Tom that set the Moy side on 
their way in a 1-10 to 0-7 victory over 
Michael Glavey’s from Roscommon 
to secure a brilliant success for the 
Tyrone champions at Croke Park.   
  
In the Junior grade, Naomh Colmcille 
(Dún na nGall) lost out to Cork 
champions Knocknaree by 2-09 to 
0-07 at Mullingar.   

The 2018/19 All-Ireland Junior 
Football Club Twinning Final pitted 
our champions, Red Hugh’s against 
Dunedin Connolly’s.  The game was 
effectively an All-Ireland quarter-final 
and was played at O’Donnell Park, 
Letterkenny on Sunday 9th December 
with the Ulster champions winning 
through after extra-time.   
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HURLING CHAMPIONSHIPS                             

The restructuring of the national 
competitions aims to provide a high 
number of games for Ulster counties 
at their own level, while the apathy 
towards the Ulster Senior Hurling 
Championship in recent times has 
been obvious.  Therefore, with a 
heavy heart, the Ulster Senior Hurling 
Championship has been discontinued 
for a three-year period (2018 -2020). 
  
In the new Tier 2 competition, namely 
the Joe McDonagh Cup, Aontroim had 
wins over An Mhí, Ceatharlach and 
Cill Dara in a play-off to retain their 
status.  Doire, An Dún and Ard Mhacha 
all competed in the Christy Ring Cup 
in 2018.  Ard Mhacha lost all three 
games while An Dún only secured one 
victory, albeit at the expense of the 
Orchard County.  Doire fared better 
with two victories over their Ulster 
counterparts but lost to Londáin in 
Round 1 and then to Cill Dara in the 
Semi-Final.  

In the Christy Ring Cup we had 
another three counties involved.  
Muineachán had differing results 
in all three group games but lost 
out to Dún na nGall in a semi-
final.  Tír Eoghain beat Liatroim 
but lost out to Dún na nGall and 
Warwickshire in a semi-final to end 
their season.  Dún na nGall defeated 
both Ulster counties and Liatroim 
on way to the Final.  There they 
defeated Warwickshire, in a great 
advertisement for hurling, by 2-19 to 
0-18 at Croke Park.  
 
In the Lory Meagher Cup, Fear Manach 
and An Cabhán drew in Round 1 in 
a contest which was the curtain 
raiser to an Ulster Senior Football 
Championship fixture.  Fear Manach 
then suffered defeats to Sligeach 
and Lancashire while An Cabhán also 

lost out to Lancashire but defeated 
Sligeach on their return to senior inter 
county activity.  

The Ulster Minor Hurling 
Championship has been discontinued 
for a three-year period (2018 -2020) 
and following discussions with 
Comhairle Laighean, Ulster agreed 
to enter two teams into the Leinster 
Minor Hurling Championship.   An 
Dún played three games and were 
defeated by Iar Mhí, Ceatharlach 
and Cill Dara.  Aontroim beat An Mhí 
and Ceatharlach but lost out to Cill 
Dara and Uíbh Fhaíli before being 
well beaten by Baile Átha Cliath in a 
Quarter Final.  

The Celtic Challenge (Under 17) saw 
six of our counties compete in the 
group stages during March and April, 
while Donegal, Monaghan and Cavan 
competed in the group stages during 
May and June.  All counties went 
forward to the knockout stages with 
three of them reaching finals.  Doire 
won Division 3 title beating Gaillimh 
Tribesmen in the final by 2-18 to 3-12.  
Aontroim were beaten in the Division 
4 Final by Laois and Dún na nGall were 
defeated by Sligeach in the Division 
5 Final.  In a new venture, the finals 
were streamed live on YouTube.   

Comhairle Laighean agreed to 
accommodate one Ulster county in 
the 2018 Leinster Under 21 Hurling 
Championship. Aontroim and An 
Dún indicated that they wished 
to compete for this place and 
played a qualifier in March 2018.  
In a brilliant game of hurling that 
required extra time, Antrim progress 
by virtue of a 1-23 to 3-14 scoreline.   
They progressed to the Leinster 
Championship where they were 
defeated by Ceatharlach by 3-22 to 
1-19 after extra-time.     

05 
ULSTER CLUB HURLING 
CHAMPIONSHIP                                

In the Ulster Senior Hurling Club 
Championship, there were only three 
competitors.  In the semi- final, 
reigning champions Slaughtneil 
faced Down champions Ballycran at 
Corrigan Park. In a great attacking 
display, the Ards men shocked the 
reigning champions by 4-15 to 1-14.  
The Ulster Final between Ruairí Óg 
Cushendall and Ballycran was played 
as a double header with the Ulster 
Junior Final at the Athletic Grounds, 
Armagh.  Ruairí Óg claimed back their 
first title since 2015 on a 1-15 to 0-10 
scoreline. A tremendous success for 
the proud Antrim club.  

The Intermediate Club Hurling 
Championship was a brilliant six team 
competition.  There were quarter 
final wins for Keady and St. Galls.  In 
the semi-finals, St. Gall’s and Keady 
had great wins over Swatragh and 
Liatroim respectively. St. Gall’s went 
onto to collect the title at Páirc Esler 
defeating Keady by 2-12 to 0-11. 

In the Junior Club Hurling 
Championship, there were quarter 
final wins for Clonduff, Sean Treacy’s, 
Cushendun and Castleblayney.  The 
semi-finals saw Cushendun defeat 
Sean Treacy’s and Castleblayney beat 
Clonduff.   The Junior Final produced 
a great spectacle as Castleblayney 
finished strongly to overcome 
Cushendun by 1-14 to 0-16 at the 
Athletic Grounds. 

 ALL-IRELAND CLUB HURLING 
CHAMPIONSHIP
Slaughtneil were Ulster’s 
representatives in the All-Ireland 
Senior Club Championship, 
having won the 2017 Ulster Club 
Championship.  In the All-Ireland 
semi-final they met Na Piarsaigh  
from Limerick and were defeated  
by 3-15 to 3-08 at Parnell Park. 

After collecting the Ulster 
Intermediate title in 2017, Middletown 
represented Ulster in the All-Ireland 
series.  On 27th January they were 
beaten by the Munster champions, 
Kanturk (Cork) by 3-13 to 0-12 in 
Newbridge.   
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In the Junior grade, Setanta were 
defeated by Waterford and Munster 
champions, Ardmore in the All-Ireland 
semi-final on 27th January by 4-12 to 
0-12 at Navan.  

The 2018/19 All-Ireland Junior 
Football Club Twinning Final pitted 
our champions, Castleblayney 
against John Mitchels, Warwickshire.  
The game was played in Páirc na 
hEireann, Birmingham on Sunday 25th 
November.  After trailing by 1-4 to 0-2 
at half time, a storming second half 
performance from the Monaghan and 
Ulster champions saw them progress 
on a 2-11 to 1-10 scoreline.  They now 
take on the Connacht champions 
Carrick (Liatroim) in January 2019.  

OTHER HURLING COMPETITIONS
The development of hurling within 
the province is primarily focussed  
on improving the delivery programme 
across Club, County and Schools levels.

Six teams participated in the Bank 
of Ireland Conor McGurk Cup, with 
Antrim getting the better of Down 
in a well contested final at The Dub.  
With Antrim qualifying to participate 
in the Leinster U21 Championship, 
Down, Tyrone, Donegal and Derry 
all participated in the All-Ireland ‘B’ 
Richie McElligott Cup, with Derry 
losing out to a strong Kerry side in  
the final.

Hurling Academy Squads where 
held over the five national squad 
days for U14, U15 & U16 age grades, 
culminating with the National Hurling 
Academy Games day.  2019 will see 
a more focused approach, with the 
adoption of a format which is similar 
to the Celtic Challenge for all Tier 2 – 
Tier 5 Counties at U15 level.
The Ulster Poc Fada took place in 
Shane O’Neill’s GAC, Glenarm, Co. 
Antrim with the winners participating 
in the All-Ireland Finals on the Cooley 
Mountains.  In the Senior Ladies 

Section the Ulster champion Louise 
Dougan (Derry) finished a credible 
runner-up to defending champion 
Susan Earner (Galway).

2018 saw the introduction of the Táin 
Óg League at U13 which culminated 
with six hurling finals played in St. 
Tiernachs Park, Clones. All finals were 
competitive and this is testimony to 
the grading committee who had the 
unenviable task of grading clubs at a 
level appropriate to their ability.  The 
21 teams encompassing more than 
600 players who competed in the 
league were guests of honour at the 
All-Ireland Hurling Semi Finals. 2019 
will see this league develop to U15 
level.

A Provincial Hurling Coaching day 
took place in Owenbeg, with over 120 
coaches in attendance and within 
coach education there is an increase 
in the number of club coaches 
completing their Foundation and 
Level 1 awards.  25 coaches have to 
date gained Level 2 accreditation.

05 
INTER PROVINCIAL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS
The Inter Provincial Championships 
in both football and hurling did not 
take place again in 2018.  Ulster, 
who are the current holders of the 
Football competition, have always 
been committed to both these 
championships and it is disappointing 
to see this once great competition 
now cast into the dustbin of history, 
though no formal decision has been 
taken to permanently remove it from 
the annual fixtures calendar.  

REFEREES
I thank all our referees for their time, 
commitment and involvement in the 
delivery of our games programme 
which included 319 games in 19 
different competitions in 2018. 
Without referees, there are simply no 
games.  Many of our referees regularly 
make themselves available and some 
at very short notice and on behalf of 
Ulster GAA I say thank you to all of you 
for your continued support and, may I 
say it, tolerance. 

It would be remiss of me not to 
mention the sad passing of Paul 
McKeever in November.  Paul was 
a current member of the Ulster 
Referees panel.  From the Roger 
Casement’s club in Portglenone, he 
joined the Ulster Referees Academy 
in 2014 and was a member of the 
National Support Panel for the past 
two years.  On the provincial stage, 
Paul refereed in the Ulster Club 
Championships, the Ulster Minor 
Football Championship and in 2018 
he refereed the Ulster Senior Football 
League Final in March and the Under 
20 Championship game between 
Donegal and Cavan in May.   To 
Paul’s wife Nicola, his children Ryan, 
Conor and Erin, his wider family, his 

team of umpires, the gaels of Roger 
Casement’s, Antrim GAA and his many 
friends, Ulster GAA offer our deepest 
sympathy.  A Moment’s Silence was 
observed at all Ulster Club games on 
the weekend following his death.  Go 
ndéanna Dia trocaire ar a anam. 
 
RYAN, CHRIS AND MARK
While many inter-county retirements 
are announced with something of 
a fanfare, the retirement of Ryan 
McCluskey after a remarkable 20 
seasons in the Fermanagh jersey was 
much more low-key.  Perhaps this is 
due to the fact that Ryan didn’t retire 
with a string of medals to his name 
– he didn’t win as much as a league 
medal in his illustrious career – but 
he gave a service to his county that 
was second to none.  In his time with 
the Erne County he played under nine 
managers and finally called quits on 
his inter-county career at the end of 
the 2018 season. 

He didn’t play in the Championship 
in his final year – his last appearance 
in the famed green jersey was in an 
Allianz League game against Wexford 
– but had some consolation of being 
a component part of the Fermanagh 
team panel on Ulster final day.  He 
was the longest serving inter-county 
player at the time of his retirement 
and last surviving player to have 
been part of a county panel in the 
last century (he first came onto the 
Fermanagh panel as an 18-year-old 
in 1999). A great ambassador for 
the game, Ryan McCluskey was a 
great servant of Fermanagh and 
Ulster football – he played on the 
2009 winning Railway Cup team - 
and I thank him for his wonderful 
contribution to gaelic football.       
Another player who said farewell to 
the inter-county game in 2018 was 
Antrim goalkeeper Chris Kerr.  The 
St. Gall’s clubman first played senior 
with ‘The Saffrons’ in 2007 and he 
played his last game between the 
sticks against Down in the Ulster 
Championship.  
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A strong advocate of mental health 
awareness Chris, like Ryan, may not 
have been blessed with a handful 
of inter-county medals but he was 
a proud player for his county and 
always give of his best.  

At the beginning of December that 
great Derry stalwart Mark Lynch 
announced that he was hanging up 
his inter-county boots after 16 years 
with the Oak Leaf men.  A real team 
player, the 2008 Sigerson Cup winner 
also won All-Ireland Minor and Hogan 
Cup medals and was a lynchpin (if you 
pardon the pun!) of the Derry men for 
the last decade. While his last game 
in a Derry jersey, against Kildare in 
the All-Ireland qualifiers, didn’t have 
the end he would have wished for, his 
performance against Donegal in his 
last Ulster Championship game (when 
he scored five points) illustrated his 
overall importance to the Derry set-
up. I wish Ryan. Chris and Mark all the 
best in their inter-county retirements.

DANNY MURPHY CUP
The contribution of the late Danny 
Murphy to Comhairle Uladh was 
unparalleled and it was only proper 
that he should be remembered with 
a fitting memorial.  The creation 
of the new Ulster U-20 Football 
Championship created the perfect 
opportunity and the Ulster Council 
owe the Murphy family an immense 
debt of gratitude for their donation  
of the Corn Dónall Ó Murchú. 

Danny served on the Ulster Council 
from 1981 until his untimely death in 
December 2016, holding each Council 
officership in the process.  The trophy 
named in his honour is a beautifully 
designed antique Irish silver three 
handled cup, which was made by 
Sharman D Neill of Belfast. It was 
hallmarked in Dublin in 1905.

At this juncture it is worth noting 
that in January 2016 the First 
Minister Arlene Foster and deputy 
First Minister Martin McGuinness 
held a private reception for Danny at 
Stormont in honour of his work for 
the GAA and his efforts to promote 
reconciliation.   Like Danny, Martin 
has departed from this world, but it 
was deeply significant that Arlene 
Foster should be present at the Ulster 
Final when the ‘Danny Murphy Cup’ 
was unveiled for the first time, with 
Derry having the honour of being the 
first recipients of the magnificent 
trophy.   

DUP LEADER AT  
HE ULSTER FINAL
The Ulster final in Clones attracted 
media attention like no other but, 
unlike their sporting colleagues, the 
many news media who attended were 
more interested in who was in the 
crowd, as opposed to who was on  
the field. 

As Ireland’s largest sporting and 
cultural organisation the GAA can 
exert great influence across its 
community base and indeed far 
beyond.  It is important that this 
influence is channelled in a positive 
way and for the betterment of society.  
When Fermanagh qualified for their 
first Ulster Final in a decade, I saw it 
as an opportunity for us to explore 
the possibility of the DUP leader 
attending the match.

Given the political inertia at 
Stormont, I felt it that there would 
never be a better time for Ulster GAA 
to act in this way. While securing the 
attendance of the DUP leader at the 
Ulster Final was not in itself going to 
lead to a restoration of the political 
institutions, it was wholly appropriate 
that Ulster GAA should play its part 
in helping to overcome some of the 
barriers which led to their collapse. 

05 
No one should be in any doubt that 
Arlene Foster had many factors 
to consider before deciding to 
attend the game and I trust that 
the impromptu singing of ‘Come on 
Arlene’ by some supporters on her 
arrival at St. Tiernach’s Park helped 
make her feel somewhat at ease. 
In her own words she said that she 
wanted to have a ‘shared community’ 
and that going to the Ulster final was 
a significant step in that direction. 
 
While politically there is obviously 
still some way to go before there 
is a restoration of the Stormont 
institutions, gestures and actions 
which help create a better 
understanding of different cultures 
are vital if we are to move forward. 

MATCH ATTENDANCES
Attendances at Ulster Championship 
games in 2018 fell below 100,000 
for the first time in many years.  
The reduction in attendances was 
not unexpected and indeed in an 
interview with ‘The Irish News’ 
prior to the commencement of the 
Championship I predicted that there 
would be a reduction in the number of 
people going to games.

There was some disquiet as a result 
of an increase in admission prices for 
the Championship in 2018 – the first 
increase in over a decade.  While the 
increase was not excessive (£2 for 
games up to and including semi-
finals and £5 for the final) patrons 
in the ‘Six Counties’ did to some 
extent feel ‘short-changed’ when the 
increases (our pricing structure is 
based in euro) were taken against the 
backdrop of a ‘weak’ pound.  While 
the ticket increase was no doubt a 
contributory factor to the reduction in 
attendances, it was by no means the 
main factor – football attendances in 

the other provinces, where there was 
no increase in prices, also suffered 
a ‘hit.’  When, for example, was a 
Leinster Final involving Dublin last 
played with Croke Park less than half 
full?

So, what were the determining factors 
in reduced attendances?  Much store, 
in the media and amongst the general 
public, has been placed on the quality 
of fare on offer and while there were 
some decent games, the truth is 
that only a handful of games were 
truly competitive.  An over emphasis 
on ‘zonal’ play and teams playing to 
tried and tested systems, rather than 
with off the cuff exuberance, is now 
the norm and it is a factor in people 
‘switching off’.  That said however I 
think the public have expectations 
above what is truly realistic and the 
quality of football on offer is nowhere 
near as poor as some commentators 
have us believe.  People speak of 
‘great games’ of by-gone days but 
if some of those games were being 
played today, they would in all 
probability receive the same levels 
of criticism as is currently the case.  
The wonderful standard of hurling 
games at the top level in recent years 
has compounded football’s woes and 
the fact that around twice as many 
counties have realistic ambitions 
of winning the Liam McCarthy Cup 
than the Sam Maguire Cup is a clear 
illustration of how the dynamics have 
changed over recent years.

In my view however the condensing 
of the Championship is the 
greatest contributory factor to 
falling attendances.  This year, for 
example, Donegal played four Ulster 
Championship games in six weeks.  
Just two years previously they would 
have played those games over a nine-
week period.  With the advent of the 

new style Quarter-Finals, colloquially 
referred to as the ‘Super 8’s, patrons 
had a greater choice of games and 
there is solid evidence to suggest 
that people were more selective in 
the games they attended. 

Saturday night games don’t as a rule 
attract the same number of attendees 
as Sunday games and this year there 
were two Saturday encounters.  One 
of these games was played at the 
same time as the Champions League 
Final and as this involved an English 
Club more people ‘stayed away’ 
than what would have been the case 
had no English Club been involved.  
Twelve months ago there were two 
outstanding First Round ‘derby’ 
fixtures, involving Down v Armagh and 
Cavan v Monaghan and while there 
were no such encounters in 2018, the 
Tyrone v Monaghan First Round game 
in Omagh did whet the appetite.

Another fact that can’t be ignored is 
that societal lifestyles are changing 
with much greater levels of choice 
on offer.  Young people especially 
are more likely to make alternative 
choices with the net effect that less 
people are likely to come through the 
turnstiles.

Many of our patrons who regularly 
attend our games say that there is 
much greater entertainment in the 
club championship than there is in 
the inter-county game at present 
and, as if to give some credence to 
this argument, attendances at our 
club championship in 2018 were up 
from the previous year (and this was 
without the attraction of an Antrim 
v Derry hurling fixture) although 
increased marketing levels have no 
doubt also been a contributory factor.
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CLUB FIXTURES
The playing (or in some cases non-
playing) of club fixtures continues 
to generate much debate and 
commentary and the Association 
at a Special Congress in September 
2017 agreed to a number of measures 
which would create more ‘space’ for 
club games.

Key amongst these was the 
creation of April as a club month. 
Some sections of the media 
and indeed others seemed to 
erroneously interpret this as a ‘Club 
Championship’ month and bemoaned 
the fact no championship games 
were played in Ulster during this 
period.  It has been many years since 
any club senior championship games 
in Ulster were played during the 
month of April and it should not be 
forgotten that league fixtures enjoy a 
higher profile in Ulster counties than 
in any other province. Only one Ulster 
county played any championship 
fixtures in April with a small number 
of Junior Football games taking place 
in Monaghan.

Only five counties in Ireland currently 
organise their club championships on 
a straight knock-out basis and four 
of them are in Ulster. Championship 
formats vary differently amongst 
the other counties, both in terms 
of games played and in the number 
of teams competing in the various 
grades.  In Offaly, for example, every 
team is guaranteed a minimum of 
eight club championship games, 
whereas in Down two is the minimum.  
Eight teams play in the Fermanagh 
Senior Football Championship, 
whereas 32 play in the Tipperary 
equivalent and the number of teams 
competing in the respective hurling 
county senior championships varies 
from three to 29.

While operating guidelines can be 
put in place there can be no template 
for club fixtures as every county 
has their own particular needs and 
requirements.  What is important 
is that there are regular games for 
club players which should continue 
irrespective how far their inter-county 
teams advance in their respective 
championships.

Within Ulster April as a ‘club month’ 
was highly successful with some 
699 games played throughout the 
province and this would have been 
even better had it not been for one 
particularly bad weekend weather 
wise. The table below illustrates the 
club games football games (plus 
Antrim hurling games) scheduled and 
those that were actually played.  In 
six of the nine counties members of 
county panels were available for all 
games played in April and in the other 
three counties they were available for 
all but one round of fixtures.  Two of 
these counties, Cavan and Donegal, 
were competing in the Preliminary 
Round of the Ulster Championship.

COUNTY GAMES 
SCHEDULED

GAMES 
PLAYED

Antrim (H) 27 27

Antrim (F) 35 35

Armagh 89 68

Cavan 80 80

Derry 94 89

Donegal 111 90

Down 125 108

Fermanagh 50 49

Monaghan 57 57

Tyrone 96 96

The key challenge for counties 
is however to keep club players 
involved when the county team is 
still involved in the Championship.  
This can be challenging and Tyrone’s 

magnificent run to the All-Ireland did, 
not unsurprisingly, lead to a hiatus in 
club fixtures during July and August, 
especially at senior and intermediate 
levels.  

Notwithstanding the importance with 
which leagues tend to be treated 
within Ulster, there may need in cases 
to be some fresh thinking when it 
comes to ensuring that the club 
player remains active during the 
inter-county season.  

The Club Survey demonstrated that 
the unavailability of county players 
was identified by clubs in five of the 
nine Ulster counties as the biggest 
single challenge in relation to 
club fixtures.  Therefore the model 
adopted by Monaghan in 2018 was 
innovative and ground-breaking.  The 
format allowed nine league games 
to be played with county players 
(five points were awarded for a win in 
these games) and up to nine without 
county players (two points were 
awarded for a win in these games – 
if it transpired that county players 
were available for some of these 
games, two points were awarded 
for a win as they were not one of the 
‘designated’ five point win games).  
While one may argue that the five/
two differential was too great - this is 
what the Monaghan Clubs agreed to – 
the key fact is that games continued 
to be played all during Monaghan’s 
wonderful run to the All-Ireland semi-
final.  Notwithstanding the fact that 
there were some ‘issues’ around what 
happened when teams finished equal 
on league points (these issues can be 
resolved), Monaghan deserve great 
credit for some fresh thinking and it 
may be a model that other counties 
may wish to learn from moving 
forward. 
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TELEVISION COVERAGE
The fact that just two Ulster 
Championship games (the first semi-
final and the final) were covered 
‘live’ on television came in for a lot of 
debate prior to and during the Ulster 
Championship.  Under the current 
contract, which remains in place until 
2022, RTÉ television has access to 
31 senior championship games each 
year including all provincial hurling 
and football finals, and Sky Sports 
have rights to 20 games, 14 of them 
exclusive.  By agreement with RTÉ, the 
BBC have rights to broadcast Ulster 
Championship games on a simulcast 
basis. 

In 2018 RTE ‘picked’ only two Ulster 
Championship games and this de 
facto meant that the BBC could 
only show those two games ‘live’ 
on TV.  With the support of Ulster 
GAA, BBC were able to show full 
deferred coverage of those Ulster 
Championship games which were 
not being shown live.  However as 
deferred games cannot be broadcast 
earlier than 6.00 pm. on Sunday, 
the BBC argued that they didn’t see 
merit in showing the two Saturday 
evening Ulster Championship games 
(neither of which were being covered 
by RTÉ) some 24 hours after they 
had taken place.  However, as no 
games were being shown by either 
RTÉ or Sky Sports on those evenings,’ 
the BBC, with the support of Ulster 
GAA, successfully argued that these 
games could be shown live online 
without this breaking the 45 live 
‘television’ games quota.  This has 
resulted in every Ulster Championship 
game being shown in full, either on 
television or online, and that is not a 
statistic that can be matched by any 
other province.  

However, no other province has a 
second public service broadcaster so 
it is only fitting that gaels in the north 
have a legitimate right to see gaelic 
games broadcast as part of their 
licence fee.  

The new hurling format in Munster 
and Leinster was always going 
to impact on the number of live 
provincial football championship 
games selected for transmission 
and that came to pass with 14 of 
the 21 live provincial championship 
games broadcast on television 
being hurling contests. As this 
championship format is in place for 
at least another two years it is highly 
conceivable, if not almost certain, 
that during this timeframe that the 
majority of provincial championship 
games televised live will continue to 
be hurling ones and this will again 
impact on the number of Ulster 
championship games that will be 
shown live by the BBC.

However, the GAA media rights 
agreement caters for much more 
that inter-county games and moving 
forward I believe that there may be 
potential scope for the televising 
of more club championship games 
within the province.  In 2018 Eir 
chose not to broadcast any club 
championship games and this 
resulted in a reduction in coverage. 
This may create new opportunities 
for other players in 2019 and should 
this be the case Ulster GAA would of 
course work hard to ensure greater 
coverage of our games within the 
province.

The BBC provided highlights of 
our County Finals and Ulster Club 
Championship games on their online 
platforms and I commend them for 
that, though I would hope that they 
will build on this in the coming year 
and particularly if new television 
opportunities become available.
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VIOLENCE AT GAMES
A number of violent and unseemly 
incidents occurred at games in the 
province during the course of the 
year.  It should be noted that these 
violent episodes were not confined 
to Ulster, though the scenes at games 
in Tyrone, Derry and Down and at an 
Ulster U-20 football semi-final did 
nothing to enhance the image of  
the game.  

Ulster GAA chose the launch of 
the Ulster Club Championships to 
highlight the ‘One Punch Can Kill’ 
campaign and the dangers of on field 
violence.  As Aaron Kernan so aptly 
stated at the time, “we don’t need to 
wait until there is a fatality.”

Players must think of the 
consequences of their actions. 
Players must realise that what 
happens on the field doesn’t always 
stay on the field and legal action can 
and does arise from on-field actions.  
The ‘cover’ of a mass brawl doesn’t 
make you invisible and the courts 
largely take the view that take the 
view that an assault on the field of 
play is no different to assault on a 
street corner. 

I firmly believe that the offence of 
‘contributing to a melee’ needs to be 
removed from its current Category 
III classification and placed in a 
separate category with much stiffer 
penalties.  In so doing the definition 
of ‘contributing to a melee’ should 
be broadened to include anyone who 
is any way involved in a melee (even 
in a ‘peace keeping’ capacity) as 
numbers arriving at ‘the scene’ more 
times than not inflame the situation.  
This may seem draconian but if we 
are serious about tackling this major 
blight on our games then we need to 
take draconian action.

Disciplinary Committees should not 
shy away from their responsibilities, 
even if it does lead to multiple 
suspensions, as it’s only when players 
themselves suffer the penalty that 
this problem can be eradicated 
from our games.  There is however 
a need for disciplinary bodies to be 
consistent in their application of rule 
in relation to melees.  

There may be initial criticism from 
some quarters if the full rigours of the 
GAA Disciplinary Code is applied but 
the disciplinary committees should 
stand firm in the knowledge that they 
are acting in the best interests of the 
Association and indeed all who play 
and support our games. 

The Ulster Council were heavily 
criticised in some quarters when 
they offered proposed penalties to 
18 players/officials as a result of the 
U-20 melee and while a number of 
players were cleared to play in the 
Ulster final following successful 
appeals, those cases were re-dealt 
with after the game and at the end 
of the process 15 players/officials 
served (or will serve in the case of 
those still eligible for U-20 next year) 
suspensions as a result of  
their involvement in the melee.

COUNTY HEARINGS COMMITTEES
Rule 3.20 of the Official Guide 
places a requirement on County 
Committees to appoint a Hearings 
Committee and they are charged 
with the adjudication of disciplinary 
matters when the offer of a proposed 
penalty has not been accepted.  
While detailed guidance is set out 
in the ‘GAA Disciplinary Handbook’ 
I’m not sure if there is a consistent 
application of policy throughout the 
Association. 

There may be various reasons for 
this but I am increasingly being told 
that the removal of ‘local interest’ 
may be beneficial to the process.  
It has been suggested to me from 
several interested parties that County 
Hearings Committee members 
should be drawn from outside the 
county to protect the interests of 
all and remove any perception of 
bias.  Another suggestion is that a 
number of Hearings Panels be drawn 
up in the province (perhaps based on 
membership from three counties with 
an independent Chair and Secretary 
of each) and that committee 
members (apart from the Chair and 
Secretary) only sit on hearings which 
involve cases outside of their county.  
In such an instance it would require 
all three counties to appoint the same 
County Hearings Committee.  It is an 
area which I feel is worthy of some 
debate and if sufficient support were 
to be forthcoming, it could be trialled 
on a ‘pilot basis’ in three willing and 
(ideally) neighbouring counties.
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FINANCE
Comhairle Uladh finances were 
put under pressure in 2018.  
The condensed nature of the 
Championship and changes in the 
underage competitions affected the 
organisation financially.  However, 
revisions to distribution levels from 
Central GAA ensured our income 
was maintained close to 2017 levels.  
Expenditure was also reduced, 
particularly with match expenses 
which are directly linked to Gate 
Receipts. 

I wish to place on record my sincere 
thanks to the Finance Committee 
chaired by Ulster GAA Cisteoir 
Ciaran McLaughlin and to the 
finance personnel and gatemen and 
women who assist us on match days 

throughout the year.  I thank also the 
Ulster GAA finance staff members 
Michelle McAleer, Ruairi Cunningham 
and Paul Sanders for their unstinting 
efforts and I must recognise also 
the important role that Paul plays in 
ensuring that legal documentation 
pertaining to clubs is in compliance 
with Association policy.

The re-vamped championship has 
meant games being played in a 
condensed period of time and this 
placed great pressure on the Finance 
team and in particular our Ticketing 
Officer Rose Treanor who worked 
tirelessly on behalf of the gaels of 
Ulster throughout the season and 
particularly over the hectic summer 
period.  This has been a learning 
experience for us all and I trust that 

things should be a little bit smoother 
with last year’s experience behind us.  
I thank also Ashelene Groogan (who 
is now covering Rose for the period 
of her maternity leave) for her efforts 
during this time as her willingness 
also to go the extra mile proved 
invaluable.  I pay tribute also to all 
Ulster GAA staff who played their 
part throughout the Championship 
campaign.  I must also pay tribute to 
Emma Tormey and the ticket team in 
Croke Park who were always available 
to offer advice and assistance.
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CASEMENT PARK PROJECT   
In my report to last year’s Annual 
Convention I expressed the hope that 
the planning assessment process for 
Casement Park would conclude by 
the summer of 2018 with the Ulster 
GAA’s project team, at the time, 
finalising a return containing Further 
Environmental Information (FEI), 
following a request from the Planner’s 
for additional information. 

This was a reasonable assumption to 
make on the basis that the planning 
application was lodged back in 
February 2017 and that the first 
application process took around six 
months. 

By the time this report is brought to 
Ulster GAA Convention the planning 
application will have been in the 
system just one month short of two 
years, which none of us could have 
anticipated in terms of duration.   

It is of course, right and proper 
that the views of the planning 
authority, statutory agencies and 
all representations made by the 
public are all fully considered, and 
that due care and attention is taken 
around a regionally significant 
planning application.  The Ulster GAA 
welcomes the robust nature of the 
process and the engagement of all 
those concerned during the period. 
The political situation in the north 
remains unchanged since my last 
report, in the sense that there is still 
no local devolved administration in 
place at Stormont and no Ministers’ 
(Local or Direct Rule) in place for the 
planners to make recommendation 
to.     

In my report last year, I highlighted 
that the ongoing absence of a 
Minister and the degree to which civil 

servants could take key decisions was 
likely to be tested in the courts.

The ARC 21 / Buick planning decision 
was successfully judicially reviewed 
in the High Court and was referred 
to the Appeal Court with the appeal 
from the Department dismissed in 
the summer of 2018.  This ruling had 
major implications for all Government 
Departments, as essentially the 
judiciary had ruled (twice) that the 
Civil Service had only very limited 
powers and authority in respect of 
decision making. 

In direct response to this 
development the Secretary for 
State for Northern Ireland Karen 
Bradley indicated that she would 
bring legislation before the House 
of Commons in the Autumn of 2018 
to bring clarity to the situation.  In 
November 2018 the ‘Northern Ireland 
(Executive Formation and Exercise 
of Functions) Bill’ was passed by 
Parliament and this extends the 
statutory period to form an Executive 
until 26th March 2019.   The Bill also 
provides for an extension period of 
up to a further five months, thereby 
meaning that the current political 
instability could continue until 26th 
August 2019 without any legislative 
measures being taken to move the 
situation forward.   

Crucially for the NI Civil Service, 
published alongside the Bill was 
guidance on decision-making for 
Northern Ireland Departments during 
this temporary period which has been 
set aside for the political parties to try 
to form an Executive.   

Ulster GAA has worked closely with 
the Department for Communities and 
the Department for Infrastructure 
(Planner’s) during the planning 

process.  Final statutory returns 
are awaited from two key agencies 
and beyond that it is in the hands 
of the Planners to give their verdict.   
Clarification however is required as to 
what level of decision making can be 
made in the absence of a Minister and 
if indeed it transpires that no cross-
cutting capital project can proceed 
without Ministerial sign-off, then this 
will have wide ranging implications 
that will reach far beyond Casement 
Park. 

The Ulster Council GAA and Project 
Board led by Chairman and Project 
Senior Responsible Owner (SRO) 
Tomás Ó Dalaigh has continued to 
oversee the project development and 
Business Case development.   

During 2018 Ulster GAA provided 
the planning authority with a 
comprehensive report outlining the 
detailed work and progress that 
had been made in respect of safety, 
emergency planning and alignment 
with emerging best practice in the 
sector.  The guidance and expertise 
of the Safety Technical Group (STG) 
has been crucial in this process and I 
thank them for their efforts. 

Additionally, Ulster GAA and the 
Casement Park Project Team have 
both provided significant beneficial 
inputs for the Safe Sports Grounds 
Authority (SGSA) in the publication 
of their recently released “Safety 
in Sports Grounds, Sixth Edition”.  I 
wish to thank our members on 
that forum, namely Jim Murray and 
Stephen McGeehan, for their ongoing 
involvement and diligence on this 
vital area for the project.   

Aiken PR have continued to support 
the work of our team on the 
communication and public relations 

05 

team working alongside our Project 
lead Stephen McGeehan and our 
Communications and Marketing lead 
Paul McGurk.   

During 2018 Colin Donnelly (Antrim 
Chair) joined the Board and during his 
time made a valuable contribution 
alongside the long serving Secretary 
Frankie Quinn who has represented 
the interests of Antrim exceptionally 
during his tenure.  At the recent 
Antrim County Convention Collie, 
Terry Reilly (Vice Chair) and Pól 
MacCana (Treasurer) vacated their 
officer positions where they had 
served for three years and I want 
to thank them for their support 
and contribution to the project 
efforts during their time in office.  
Ciaran McCavana has recently been 
appointed the new Chairperson and I 
look forward to working with him and 
Eamonn Grieve (Treasurer) in 2019.
   
Tomás Ó Dalaigh continues to lead 
our Board and is always on hand to 
provide advice to myself in my role 
as Investment Decision Maker and 
to the team whom we work with 
closely.  As I write the report, I have 
just learned of the death of a former 
member John O’ Reilly, RIP, (a former 
President of the Ulster Council) and 
one of the most important figures in 
the GAA’s drive to secure a publicly 
supported stadium in the north.  
John, alongside Peter Quinn, was 
instrumental in representing the GAA 
in the Maze/MLK stakeholder groups 
back in 2003-2006 period and helped 
to ensure that no facility would be 
developed without GAA involvement.  

He later accepted an invitation to join 
our Board and contributed positively 
during our first planning application, 
then sadly retiring from his duties due 
to ill health in recent times. 

Our dedicated Stadium Project Team, 
despite the frustrations with delay, 
have had plenty of important work 
to do this year and I wish to thank 
them for their ongoing commitment 
to the job.  They key individuals are 
Rory Miskelly, Stephen McGeehan and 
Tim Harkin and they are supported 
by Oliver Galligan, and Michelle 
McAleer at PSG and Council level. The 
communications work is supported 
by Paul McGurk and Seamus Donnelly.  
Geraldine McKavanagh’s contribution 
to the stadium work through the 
Project Board and the Project 
Steering Group, alongside the daily 
administrative work, continues to 
be of the highest and professional 
standards and I thank her for her 
dedication and input. 

I wish to acknowledge the enormous 
contribution that Michelle McAleer 
has made to this project since its 
inception.  Other aspects of Michelle’s 
roles are highlighted elsewhere 
in this report but there can be no 
doubting her effort and commitment 
to the Casement Park project and our 
loss is Páirc Uí Caoimh’s gain. I trust 
that following her secondment, the 
experience she will have gained in 
operating a built stadium will prove 
hugely beneficial for both Ulster GAA 
and Casement Park.    

I want to thank all Project Board 
members, Project Steering Group 
members all project partner 
representatives who contribute at 
those levels. I acknowledge the 
ongoing support of Ard Stiúrthóir Tom 
Ryan and Uachtarán John Horan who 
continue to encourage Ulster GAA and 
support us to see this project through 
despite all the challenges faced to 
date.   
From the Departmental for 
Communities (DfC) I thank Ian 
Snowden (SRO) for his support.  Ian 
transferred to another post during the 
year and I also welcome the Interim 
Programme SRO Deborah Brown, who 
is the sixth Departmental lead person 
who has worked directly with the GAA 
on the project.  I want to record my 
thanks to Jacqueline Fearon, Andrew 
Dadley and James Macauley in the 
Programme Team for their support 
and partnership on the project and 
likewise to Emma McCracken from the 
Central Procurement Directorate.

I also thank our two contracted 
teams who remain fully involved and 
integrated in the Design and Build 
process namely Mott MacDonald on 
the Design side and, to their Belfast 
Divisional Director Bill Dowey.  On 
the contracting side the Heron 
Buckingham (HBJV) team remain 
engaged and I thank Managing 
Director Damian Heron for his 
company’s unstinting commitment  
to the job. 
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COACHING & GAMES 
DEVELOPMENT 
Ulster GAA Coaching and Games Team 
has had a challenging and busy year, 
with programmes reflected by over 
190,000 volunteer engagements. 
This reinforces our desire to ensure 
that we continue to deliver and 
support our grassroots in clubs 
and counties. The participation 
blitzes and tournaments, the coach 
education engagement, the volunteer 
development programmes are 
designed to help our clubs be better 
organised and provide a top-class 
experience for our players and 
families. 

The diversity of programmes is broad 
and we often question ourselves as to 
what is nice to do and what is needed. 

However this ongoing and constant 
evaluation keeps us at the cutting 
edge in providing activity to both 
our participation and performance 
base. The Active Clubs Programme, 
supported by Sport NI, provided the 
opportunity to target areas of high 
social need and engage with people 
with both learning and physical 
disabilities and increase female 
participation. Activities included 
handball, Gaelic for Girls and fitness 
related activities designed to attract 
new members and encourage people 
to try new activities.  

Over the period of the year Ulster GAA 
have been engaging again with the 
Sports Institute NI, having previously 
had the facility withdrawn.  Sport 
NI have supported workshops and 
provided mentoring for some of 
our staff and I thank them for this. 

Engaging our high-performance 
county managers and coaches 
remains a challenge, with some of 
our counties continuing to have 
a ‘closed doors’ approach and a 
lack of willingness to engage in a 
meaningful manner.  We can all learn 
from each other and no matter how 
good or successful you are, there is 
always room for new learning and 
improvement.  Some great work 
however is being done in relation to 
the sharing video footage between 
counties and this co-operation can 
only benefit everyone.

The GAA throughout Ulster employs 
some excellent people and it is our 
belief that although much of their 
time is spent working with volunteers, 
that it is our duty to manage and 
support employees as would any 
other employer.  They often work 
remotely, dealing with challenges 
and issues at the coal face in clubs, 
schools and counties. 
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The evening and weekend work 
can take them out of their family 
environment to deliver the club 
plans and the coach the coaches’ 
workshops. It is important the 
we all value the volunteer but 
equally important that we value our 
employees who are working for the 
benefit of all clubs and counties 
across the province.

I thank section Director Dr. Eugene 
Young for once again ensuring that 
Ulster leads the way in  coaching 
and games development and I thank 
his dedicated team for their efforts.  
May I be forgiven for making special 
reference to team leaders Roger 
Keenan (Coach Education), Kevin Kelly 
(Hurling Development) and Jimmy 
Darragh (Games Manager) for their 
co-operation and co-ordination of 
programme delivery and content. 
Thanks also to the Chairman PJ 
McGowan for his excellent work in 
driving the work of the Coaching and 
Games team and to Danny McLernon, 
Secretary to the committee for 
capturing the essence of the wide 
range of areas that are debated in  
an accurate manner.

There was a sad end to the year with 
the loss of the Key Stage 1 Curriculum 
Sports programme – and I’ll deal 
with this in greater detail below – 
and the end of the year also saw 
the departure of our Sports Science 
Officer Michael O’Donnell, who has 
returned to work in Australia with 
the Australian Football League.  I 
thank Michael for the time he spent 
at Ulster GAA and wish him well in his 
future career path. 

CURRICULUM SPORTS 
PROGRAMME
Undoubtedly the greatest 
disappointment of the year for Ulster 
GAA was the loss of the Curriculum 
Sports Programme (CSP).  This 
Department of Education funded 
programme, which combined physical 
education with literacy and numeracy 
tuition for Key Stage 1 school pupils, 
had been in existence since 2007 
and its demise resulted in the loss of 
over 20 staff jobs. In October Ulster 
GAA were advised by the Department 
that they would be unable to continue 
funding the CSP beyond 31st October 
2018.  The Management Committee 
of Ulster GAA agreed to fund the 
Programme until 14th December 
2018, while we continued to engage 
with the Department of Education, 
wider Civil Service, the Education 
Authority, political representatives 
and the GAA nationally.

Meetings with both the Head of the 
Civil Service and the Permanent 
Secretary at the Department of 
Education unfortunately proved 
unsuccessful in terms of attracting 
in-year funding, from both within the 
Department of Education and from 
other government departments.  
Ulster GAA also met with the GAA’s 
Ard Stiúrthóir and Director of Finance 
to ascertain if any central funding 
could be made available to ensure 
viability of the CSP.  Had there been 
certainty beyond April 2019 I am 
confident that it may have been 
possible to put in place a package 
which would have allowed the CSP 
to continue for a further period.  
Regrettably, in the absence of any 
concrete deliverables from the 
Department of Education, we were 
unable to progress this option in any 
meaningful way.

For 11 years Ulster GAA and the IFA 
have made a telling and lasting 
contribution annually to the lives of 
over 40,000 children in over 400 
schools.  I thank each and every one 
of the Ulster GAA staff who made 
such an impact on the lives of so 
many people.  The CSP has been a 
tremendous learning experience 
for everyone involved – the coaches 
have enriched the lives of so many 
schoolchildren and teachers and 
delivering the programme has also 
helped them to progress in their 
careers and personal lives. You are 
deserving of the highest praise.  I 
also pay tribute to the dignity and 
understanding of the 22 staff who lost 
their jobs last month.  It was a difficult 
time for you, your families and indeed 
for all at Ulster GAA.  I thank also the 
schools for their support over the 
past 11 years and I know how much of 
a blow the loss of the programme is 
to the schools who benefitted from 
it. I commend also the guidance and 
support of all the Department of 
Education staff who worked on this 
policy initiative over the past 11 years. 

There was cross party political 
support for the retention of the 
CSP and politicians from all sides 
supported us throughout the process.  
I thank them sincerely for their 
 efforts.  Ultimately however the 
combination of reduced exchequer 
funding coupled with the absence  
of an Executive at Stormont has 
resulted in the end of the CSP.    
For those that argue that not having 
a functioning Executive makes little 
difference to the everyday life of 
people in the north, this is clear 
evidence to the contrary.  
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The parties have said that they would 
restore the CSP if an Executive was 
restored. This is to be welcomed and 
rest assured we will remind them of this 
should there be such a restoration.

In the face of a reducing budget and 
competing demands the department 
had to make some tough decisions 
and it was the CSP that lost out.  They 
have however intimated that they are 
willing to explore options with both 
Ulster GAA and the IFA in relation to 
a new initiative beyond April 2019 
– one which would be broadened 
to incorporate a wider age range 
and to tackle issues around mental 
health, obesity and sports inactivity 
and drop-out.  Options around this 
are being considered though should 
there be a positive outcome, it would 
appear that any future programme 
will have a very different look and feel 
than the CSP.   

PROVINCIAL COUNCIL
Comhairle Uladh has every reason 
to be proud of the commitment and 
dedication of its volunteers who are 
drawn from right across the province.  
Be it on our Council, Management 
Committee or as sub-committee 
members, these individuals make an 
immense contribution to the wide 
remit of GAA life in the province 
and we are both proud of them and 
grateful to them.

Michael Hasson completes his three-
year term as Uachtarán Comhairle 
Uladh today.  I will always remember 
him as being the incumbent President 
of Ulster GAA when I took up the role 
of Provincial Secretary in December 
2016.  I realise that more than anyone 
on the Ulster Council it was vital that 
Michael built up a strong working 
relationship with me from the outset 
and this he did. 

Particularly during those early 
months, when Ulster GAA was not 
only coming to terms with a new 
Provincial Secretary but also the sad 
loss of my predecessor Danny Murphy 
(who was still in post when he was 
taken from this world on 7 December 
2016), he offered me his total support.  
He always gave me his unstinting 
loyalty and I thank him sincerely 
for that.  I also must pay tribute to 
his wife Noeleen who accompanied 
him to many functions and events 
throughout his Presidency.

Michael is a lifelong gael who has 
served the Association as a player, 
supporter, referee and administrator.  
Michael first served on the committee 
of his beloved St. Mary’s, Rasharkin in 
1965 and two years later he became 
a member of the South-West Antrim 
Divisional Committee where he 
remained for thirty years. 

In 1997 he joined the Ulster Council 
as a delegate from the Antrim County 
Committee and he has remained 
as a member to this day, laterally 
holding the offices of PRO, Treasurer, 
Vice-President and President. On 
behalf of all the gaels of Ulster I 
thank him for his leadership and 
service and look forward to his wise 
counsel and advice over the next 
year as he continues to serve on our 
Management Committee.

Oliver Galligan will today become the 
sixth man from the Breffni County to 
assume the post of President of the 
Ulster Council   As Vice-President 
Oliver has worked tirelessly to 
promote and further the aims of 
Ulster GAA and as Chair of the Local 
Organising Committee of Feile Peile 
na nOg in 2017 his organisational 
acumen was clear for all to see.  
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Winner of an Ulster Senior Football 
Championship medal with Cavan 
in 1969, Oliver has served as Chair 
of the Ulster Hurling Development 
Committee and the Ulster Integration 
Committee with distinction.  I have 
worked closely with him over the past 
two years and am looking forward to 
many more dealings with him in his 
new role.

Ciaran McLaughlin has been a 
Treasurer who led from the front 
with a ‘hands-on’ approach. He is 
widely respected as an administrator 
at all levels in the Association – he 
is also Chair of the National Games 
Development Committee – and is a 
strong exponent of good governance 
and best practice and he has chaired 
Ulster GAA’s Finance Committee 
with distinction.  I thank him for his 
sterling efforts for both Ulster GAA 
and for the wider GAA family in the 
province and, indeed, beyond.

During his three years as Public 
Relations Officer for the Council, 
Michael Geoghegan has combined 
tradition with innovation.  The 
Ulster GAA Radio initiative has had a 
successful induction – I listened to 
commentary on the Derry v Monaghan 
Ulster Minor Football Championship 
Preliminary round game from 
Marakesh – and we aim to build on 
our service to patrons in the months 
and years ahead.  Michael is one of 
the busiest people in the stadium 
on match days and he has built up a 
trusting and workmanlike relationship 
with the media during his tenure.  He 
has been a strong advocate of Ulster 
GAA and has an excellent working 
relationship both our counties and 
internally with Ulster GAA staff, 
particularly those in the Information 
Technology, Marketing and Public 
Relations team. His recognition by the 

Ulster GAA Writers by honouring him 
with their Communications Award last 
year was well deserved. I thank him 
for his strenuous efforts in promoting 
our affairs.   

I thank also the Chairs’, Secretaries’ 
and members of all our sub-
committees for their ongoing efforts. 
 
A number of members today say 
farewell to the Council after varying 
years of service and I thank you all 
for your outstanding contribution 
to the furtherance of our affairs. I’ve 
no doubt that you will all continue 
to play active roles within the GAA 
and I wish you well in your future 
endeavours. A big thank you therefore 
goes out to Liam Ross, Paul Kelly, 
Liam Peoples, Liam McElhinney, Sean 
McKenna and Brendan Casey.

I rely heavily on my Senior Staff Team 
who offer guidance and support 
through good times and not so good.  
I appreciate their dedication, loyalty 
and support and for their ongoing 
efforts in support of the betterment 
of the GAA in the province.  Their 
work straddles many fields and 
brings them into contact with many 
people, both inside and outside the 
Association. To Dr. Eugene Young 
(Director Coaching and Games), 
Michelle McAleer (Head of Finance, 
HR and Business), Diarmaid Marsden 
(Head of Community, Strategy and 
Public Affairs) and Stephen McGeehan 
(Head of Operations, Compliance and 
Infrastructure) and their respective 
teams I say a big ‘thank you.’.

I hope I will be forgiven on this 
occasion for singling out Michelle 
McAleer, who has served in her 
current role since 2007.  Michelle 
has given true and unstinting service 
to both staff and council members 

and next month she will move on 
secondment to pastures new when 
she takes up a new role with Páirc 
an Chrócaigh Teoranta, working 
exclusively on the re-developed Páirc 
Uí Chaoimh. The fact that she was 
offered this post is testimony to the 
esteem with which Michelle is held 
throughout the Association and I  
wish her well in her new role and  
trust that she will enjoy her time 
down Leeside way.  The post will 
enable her to broaden even further 
her vast repertoire of experience and 
in time I’ve no doubt that this will be 
of great benefit to Ulster GAA.   
We all owe Michelle an enormous 
debt of gratitude.

Our very reason d’etre is the 
promotion and playing of games and 
to this end the efforts of Stephen 
Donnelly, ably assisted by Niall 
Muldoon, cannot be praised highly 
enough as week after week they 
devote endless hours in ensuring 
the proper organisation of our 
games at provincial level.  I thank 
them sincerely for the immense 
contribution they make to the 
furtherance of our GAA activity.

No words of praise from me can 
adequately pay tribute to the work 
of Geraldine McKavanagh as she 
organises my affairs and is regularly 
the ‘go to’ person for people 
contacting the Council.   
 
Her dedication and loyalty know no 
bounds and she somehow manages 
to combine this role with that 
of Stadium Administrator on the 
Casement Park Project, as referred  
to earlier in my report.  Her efforts  
are deeply appreciated. 
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ASSOCIATION MATTERS 
In the first year of the phased All-
Ireland Football Quarter-Finals it was 
perhaps fitting that seven of the eight 
teams who progressed to that stage 
of the competition had all played in 
Division One of the Allianz League 
(beaten All-Ireland finalists from 
2016 and 2017, Mayo, were the team 
that didn’t make it) while the eighth 
team was the 2018 Allianz Division 
Two League champions.  While one 
cannot draw conclusions on the basis 
of one season, there appears to be 
increasing evidence that there is a 
widening gap between the top teams 
in the land and those who are further 
down the food chain.

It was interesting therefore to read 
the results of a recent GPA survey 
which found that 58% of their 
members favoured a two-tiered 
Football Championship. While it 
is not clear what percentage of 
respondents came from counties that 
are most likely to be included in a ‘B’ 
Championship (i.e. Division 3 and 4 
counties) there is clear evidence that 
there is a growing shift in opinion 
since the issue was last fully debated 
prior to the 2016 Congress. There is 
a renewed campaign for some form 
of a secondary of ‘B’ Championship 
but the matter needs to be carefully 
thought through before any decisions 
are taken.  Any such competition 
must be meaningful and needs to be 
well marketed to achieve significant 
media coverage, while the impact 
on club activity must be kept to a 
minimum. 

The latter should be achievable.  
While a ‘B’ Championship will 
lengthen the season for most 
counties, in the vast majority this 
shouldn’t be by any more than a 
couple of weeks.  Counties just need 

to prepare for this scenario and, as I 
referenced elsewhere in this report, if 
the correct structures are in place an 
extended championship run need not 
impact adversely on club activity. 

Exposure to the games on television 
will however not happen without 
changes to the existing media rights 
contract, as I’d be very confident 
that neither RTÉ nor Sky would 
countenance a situation where a 
‘B’ Championship match (unless a 
final, perhaps, and even then I’d be 
surprised) would form one of their live 
championship ‘picks.’  I also firmly 
believe that every county should still 
have the right to compete in their 
provincial championship and for the 
Sam Maguire Cup, though I accept 
that this is a view that may not be 
universally shared.  Combining all 
these factors won’t be easy but it is a 
debate that is necessary and timely. 
 
One of the more controversial 
happenings of the past year was 
the decision of Coiste Bainistí to 
investigate a number of counties for 
alleged breaches of the ‘Collective 
Training’ rule. Potential breaches 
were investigated but just four were 
hit with sanctions.  One of these 
was rescinded following a Hearing.  
It beggar’s belief that only three 
county teams were found to have 
breached the rule and Armagh will 
no doubt believe, and not without 
some justification, that they have 
been penalised for ‘telling the truth.’  
Surely clear guidelines need to be put 
in place to define ‘collective training’ 
as the whole process has just left 
everyone confused – and Armagh 
feeling justifiably angry. 

CLUB SURVEY
One of the more interesting findings 
of the past year were that of the 
National Club Committee who 
surveyed every club in Ireland in an 
effort to gain first-hand information 
on what they believed to be their 
main challenges. 853 clubs (53%) 
responded so the findings have high 
credibility, though the 40% response 
from the clubs in Ulster – the lowest 
of any province – was somewhat 
disappointing.

While there were regional variances 
one of the most interesting findings 
related to fixtures.  While many 
commentators might have us believe 
that lack of regular fixtures is a 
plague that besmirches every county, 
if these findings are to be believed 
the reality is quite different.   Across 
the country fixtures was ranked fifth 
of the six most important challenges 
facing the Association, while in Ulster 
it was the lowest ranked challenge.

Finance, facilities, demographics 
and the demands on volunteers are 
however the key challenges identified 
by clubs and this is important 
and timely feedback as we aim to 
provide the best possible support 
to our volunteers in an increasingly 
challenging and demanding 
environment.     
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GAELFAST AND DERRY  
CITY INITIATIVES
Gaelfast is a new and exciting 
initiative which aims to raise and 
further develop the profile of the 
Gaelic Athletic Association among 
young people, their parents and 
their community in order to increase 
participation in playing and/or 
involvement in Gaelic Games within 
the greater Belfast area. It will centre 
on enhancing existing partnerships 
and forging new relationships 
between schools and the GAA, initially 
focusing on primary schools and later 
post primary schools, including the 
delivery of a high quality programme 
of games and activities, while 
supporting GAA clubs to improve 
their governance arrangements, 
coaching standards and approaches 
to player development. The Gaelfast 
initiative is supported by a range of 
key stakeholders, including the GAA 
nationally, Ulster GAA, Antrim GAA, 
Down GAA and Belfast City Council.

During 2018, significant progress was 
made on the early implementation of 
the Gaelfast initiative.  Paul Donnelly 
was appointed as the Regeneration 
Director and he took up post in 
November.  Paul has a wealth of 
experience in GAA and wider sports 
governance and I wish him and the 
Gaelfast team every success moving 
forward.

GAA 5 Star Centre ‘Pilot Projects’ 
involving 16 primary schools have 
been approved for roll-out during 
2019 and over the next year a Gaelfast 
Management Board will be formally 
established and a Gaelfast Strategic 
Plan will be consulted on, developed 
and launched.

Earlier this year Ulster GAA 
established a working group to  
review the state of gaelic games in 
Derry City.  

This committee was expertly chaired 
by John Keenan, with Kathy Kelly 
acting as a highly efficient Servicing 
Officer, and its membership included 
representatives from the GAA, 
education and local authority sectors.  
The committee presented Ulster GAA 
with their findings last month, almost 
four months ahead of schedule.  
These now need to be explored in 
greater depth but undoubtedly they 
have made a compelling case for 
higher levels of investment in the city.  
Derry City has never been a bastion 
of GAA activity but as its population 
continues to grow and is projected to 
increase by another 1,500 or so over 
the next decade, it is important that 
the GAA is to the fore in the provision 
of meaningful opportunities to enable 
us to be in a position to attract new 
generations to our games.  I thank 
this committee for their efforts 
in compiling this report and for 
the methodical way in which they 
conducted their evidence gathering.
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CORPORATE TRUSTEE
The GAA’s Corporate Trustee 
Company, ‘Iontaobhas Corparáideach 
Chumann Lúthchleas Gael Cuideachta 
Faoi Theorainn Ráthaíochta (ICCLG), 
is now firmly established, with 
outstanding legal issues pertaining to 
legal variances in both jurisdictions 
now fully addressed.  The ICCLG AGM 
on 14th December 2018 approved the 
appointment of Provincial Secretaries 
as Directors of the Company and a 
number of GAA units in the province 
have now vested property in the 
Company.  

As well as winning their first Ulster 
Club Football title, the Gaoth Dobhair 
Club in Donegal made further history 
in 2018 when they became the first 
club in the province to officially adopt 
the ICCLG model.  I’ve no doubt that 
many more will follow suit in the 
coming years.      
 
SAFEGUARDING  
& CHILD PROTECTION
2018 has been an incredibly 
challenging time in this area of our 
Governance work as Ulster GAA has 
assisted a number of our constituent 
units in dealing with some of the 
most sensitive of cases to have ever 
crossed our paths.  Now, even more 
than ever, it is crucial that our clubs 
ensure that they are compliant with 
Safeguarding legal and best practice 
requirements and that these are 
adhered to in a meaningful way.  In 
so doing this will allow our clubs and 
members create and maintain a safe, 
fun and enjoyable environment in 
which our children and young people 
can participate in Gaelic Games and 
activities. 

I wish to acknowledge and thank the 
members of An Choiste Cód Eitice 

agus Dea-Chleachtadh under the 
Chairmanship of David Hassan, our 
County Chairpersons’ and Childrens’ 
Officers’ and all of those who support 
them in this area of work.  A great 
responsibility is placed on your 
shoulders and your ongoing efforts 
are to be positively commended.

During the course of the year Ulster 
GAA were audited by the Department 
of Justice’s Access NI team and 
I am pleased to report that our 
procedures were found to be fully 
compliant.  To have passed the audit 
without one single recommendation 
for improvement was an amazing 
outcome and I thank the Ulster GAA 
Safeguarding Team and Code of 
Ethics and Best Practice Committee 
for setting and insisting on such high 
standards in what is a subject matter 
of such high importance.

I must pay tribute to the work of 
Ulster GAA’s Safeguarding Manager 
Bernie Fox for the support and 
guidance that she gives to the 
Council, counties and clubs.  Her 
professionalism, sensitivity and 
understanding in dealing with highly 
complex and difficult situations 
cannot be praised enough and she 
is deserving of the highest praise 
from all.  This was never so true than 
during the past year when Bernie has 
on numerous occasions gone far and 
beyond the call of duty and I know 
that her kindness and compassion 
is deeply appreciated by those who 
have benefitted from it.

I also place on record my sincere 
thanks to Kathy Kelly and Conn 
Stevenson for their exceptional work 
as part of the Ulster GAA Safeguarding 
team and particularly for their work in 
dealing with statutory authorities in 
both jurisdictions. 

FÉILE PEILE NA NÓG 2018
Down co-hosted, with support from 
some clubs in Armagh, along with 
counties Louth and Meath co-hosted 
Féile Peile na nÓg in 2018.  It was 
once again a mammoth undertaking 
in terms of the allocation of divisions 
and the scheduling of fixtures.  The 
vetting of host families was a huge 
and laborious task and I thank all of 
those involved at Club and County 
Level, in particular the Féile Officers, 
host families and clubs for their 
hard work and support in fulfilling 
this requirement and providing a 
safe environment for participating 
teams. I thank also Bernie Fox, Conn 
Stevenson and Kathy Kelly for their 
efforts in processing over 1,100 
Access NI applications. 

With 11 Boys’ Divisions and Seven 
Girls’ Divisions – amounting to a 
total of 288 competing teams - a 
mammoth effort was needed in terms 
of the co-ordination of fixtures and 
allocation of referees.  An incredible 
684 games involving almost 7,000 
children were played over the 
weekend and this would not have 
been possible but for the excellent 
work of the National Féile Committee 
under the Chair of Brendan Brien 
and the Local Organising Committee 
under the Chair of Diarmuid Cahill.  
Stephen Donnelly and Niall Muldoon 
assisted with the results gathering 
process and the scheduling of 
knock-out games over the weekend 
and their experience in this field was 
greatly appreciated by the organisers.  
This was the first occasion where the 
hosting of Féile was spread across 
two provinces and it proved highly 
successful, so a big well done to 
everyone involved in its organisation.
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While Féile is a wonderful festival that 
brings together thousands of children 
over two weekends, the sheer scale of 
numbers involved does present risks 
to the Association, notwithstanding 
the excellent vetting work that is 
undertaken in advance.  I re-iterate 
my view that the way forward could 
well be in the form of expanded 
Regional Féile Competitions, which 
would reduce or perhaps eliminate, 
the need for overnight stays and 
would also significantly reduce 
the levels of bureaucracy and 
administration involved.  The current 
age level of U-14 is ideal for the 
current weekend competition but if 
the core underage age grades are to 
be changed from even to uneven age 
grades, then there will need to be a 
complete evaluation of the current 
format of Féile.

BREXIT
On 23rd June 2016 the UK voted 
to leave the EU – more than two 
and a half years on I’m not sure if 
we’re much wiser as to what form 
this ‘leaving’ will take and the 
repercussions it will have, especially 
for the island of Ireland.  A ‘leaving’ 
date and time has been set (11 pm on 
Friday 29th March 2019) but as that 
date draws tantalisingly close and the 
possibility of a ‘no deal’ Brexit looms 
even larger, more and more people 
are starting to question the wisdom 
of this position.  There is increasing 

talk of asking all existing 28 member 
states to agree an extension to this 
deadline, while the voices of those 
seeking a second referendum are 
becoming louder by the day.

Although the Irish border received 
scant air-time on British airwaves 
during the referendum debate, for 
those who thought through the 
ramifications of a ‘leave’ vote it was 
always going to be the key issue post 
the decision.  And so it came to pass!  
Who would have thought that a term 
used in baseball, largely unheard 
of here, would come to dominate 
our vocabulary over the last twelve 
months?

The Withdrawal Agreement sets out 
the terms of the ‘exit’ but at the time 
of writing it has still to be put to 
Parliament for decision – a planned 
vote last month was postponed by 
the Prime Minister.  Those who are 
much more au fait with parliamentary 
matters than I say that the Agreement 
in its current format is doomed to 
failure and with little sign of any 
‘common ground’ between the 
‘Brexiteers’ and the ‘Remainers’ the 
words of that much loved Bellaghy 
poet Seamus Heaney come to mind; 
“the voice of sanity is getting hoarse.”

Some ask, ‘how will Bexit imapct on 
the GAA’?  Firstly, a ‘no deal’ Brexit 
would virtually guarantee a ‘hard 

border’ and that is something that 
must be avoided.  Even though a 
Common Travel Area was in place 
there are many among us who 
will remember border queues and 
customs checks prior to Britain and 
Ireland joining what was then called 
the European Economic Community 
in 1973.  In more recent times we are 
all too familiar with different types 
of border checks – and more long 
queues.   This is something no one 
wants a return to.

Already we are seeing changes.  
Ulster GAA have had to register to be 
allowed to transfer goods to and from 
the EU, something that we currently 
take for granted as both jurisdictions 
are within the EU.  As referenced 
earlier in my report, the weakening of 
sterling has meant a de facto ticket 
price increase in the ‘Six Counties’ 
as euro is the default currency for 
the setting of GAA ticket prices.  Will 
more of our young people emigrate in 
search of work, thus impacting on the 
ability of some of our smaller clubs 
to continue to field?  These are the 
known, unknowns and there are no 
doubt unknown unknowns.  No one 
knows the full impact that Brexit will 
have on the GAA but it is potentially 
one of the greatest challenges that 
the Association is likely to face in the 
coming years.   
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DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME
We all have a fascination with time 
and irrespective what the final 
outcome of Brexit, a potentially more 
far reaching effect on the Irish nation 
could come from the proposal to 
abandon Daylight Saving Time.

At the end of August the European 
Commission announced that they are 
to recommend to the European Union 
member states that the practice of 
changing the clocks in spring and 
autumn should cease.  Currently 
EU legislation determines that all 
28 member states must move their 
clocks forward to ‘summer time’ on 
the last Sunday in March and then 
move the clocks back to ‘winter time’ 
on the last Sunday in October.

While any change will need the 
approval of both the European 
Parliament and the respective 
national parliament to become 
operational, the proposed directive 
could have major consequences for 
the island of Ireland – and not just for 
gaelic games.

It would be totally unthinkable for 
Ireland north and south to operate on 
different time zones for seven months 
of the year.  While I don’t think there 
is any appetite on the island for this 
to be the case, the scenario of more 
and more EU nations making the 
change could result in mounting 
pressure on Ireland to follow suit.  As 
an all island organisation it’s an issue 
we need to keep on our radar and 
use all influence we have to ensure 
that common sense will prevail and 
the clocks north and south remain 
aligned.

ULSTER SCHOOLS
It was a truly historic year for Schools’ 
football in the province with St. 
Ronan’s, Lurgan building on their 
maiden MacRory Cup victory on St. 
Patrick’s Day by going on to win the 
Hogan Cup several weeks later.  That 
victory was part of a great day for 
Ulster in Croke Park with Holy Trinity 
College, Cookstown winning the 
All-Ireland Schools ‘B’ title (Paddy 
Drummond Cup) in the first leg of a 
provincial double.

There was more history made in 
November when An Dun won the 
Mageean Cup title for the first time, 
beating St. Patrick’s, Maghera in the 
final with man of the match Ronan 
Blair hitting a hat-trick of goals in  
the process. 

This time victory was to go to the 
north’s oldest integrated college who 
were winning their first ever Ulster 
Schools title and, significantly, with a 
team that predominantly comprised 
players from what would be described 
as non-GAA backgrounds.  
The success story for integrated 
schools didn’t end there however 
and in the same week that Lagan 
College were winning the J.J. Reilly 
Cup, Matthew Murnaghan, a pupil at 
Drumragh Integrated College (and 
a J.J. Reilly medal winner two years 
ago) became the first player from an 
integrated school to be selected on 
the Danske Bank Ulster Schools All-
Star team. 

Ulster Schools organise over 70 
competitions each year and my 
thanks goes out to their hard working 
committee under the Chairmanship of 
Jimmy Smyth and Secretary Seamus 
Woods. I commend also the work of 
Niall Muldoon in supporting Ulster 
Schools in the scheduling of their 
mammoth fixtures programme.

I ask the question however that 
given the increasing demands on 
players may there be any scope 
for steamlining in any of the 
competitions?  For example, 16 teams 
entered the premier competition,  
the Danske Bank MacRory Cup, for  
the 2018-19 campaign but it takes  
amost six months to run-off the 
competition. 

I fully understand the attraction 
of playing the final on St Patrick’s 
Day with ‘live’ television but does 
the competition need to begin in 
October?
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GAA SAFE CLUB INITIATIVE
The cost of insurance claims against 
the Association is something that we 
must take cognisance of and exercise 
care and diligence at all times. While 
risk can never be eliminated it can 
be managed and it is incumbent on 
us all to ensure that any deficiencies 
in health and safety procedures are 
addressed.

The Monaghan County Committee 
is therefore to be commended on 
developing a ‘Safe Club Initiative’ 
and for agreeing to act as the ‘pilot 
county’ for the project.  It is obviously 
preferable if Association finances 
are spent on developing our games 
and facilities than on contesting or 
settling claims. Anything that can 
save our clubs money must be readily 
embraced.

The ‘Safe Club Initiative’ rewards 
clubs in the form of credits towards 
their annual insurance premium and 
I await the findings of the ‘pilot’ with 
interest and hope that it will pave the 
way for better housekeeping and risk 
management throughout the entire 
Association. 

NATIONAL SPORTS POLICY 
In July Ministers’ Shane Ross and 
Brendan Griffin launched the 
National Sports Policy 2018-27.  It’s 
an ambitious document with the key 
content areas focussing on Increased 
Participation, Greater Excellence and 
Increased Capacity.

A key target is to increase 
participation numbers in sport by 
260,000 by 2027 and as the leading 
sports organisation in the country 
the GAA will have a significant part to 
play in helping to realise the target.

One challenge is to our inclusiveness, 
which is a key value of the 
Association.  Our role is to make our 
activities accessible to persons of all 
abilities and therefore the creation 
of the post of National Inclusion and 
Integration Officer is to be welcomed.

Participation in sport helps improve 
health and wellbeing and leads to 
a better quality of life.  Through the 
Games for All Programme and the 
numerous Health and Wellbeing 
initiatives the GAA is helping to 
achieve this but the National Sports 
Policy should act as a catalyst for 
further enhancements in this field.

The policy identifies the importance 
of physical literacy for young children 
in the development of their overall 
wellbeing.  It is ironic that this is 
being promoted at a time when in 
the north the Curriculum Sports 
Programme, which does exactly this, 
has been closed down due to lack of 
government funding.   

And just to demonstrate that 
lightening can strike twice, the 
success of the Mourne side was 
followed up a couple of weeks later 
when Tír Eoghain Schools won the 
Casement Cup (Senior Colleges ‘B’ 
Hurling) with a comprehensive victory 
over St. Mary’s, Magherafelt in the 
final.

If that wasn’t enough more history 
was made in December when for 
the first time two teams from the 
integrated sector contested an 
Ulster Schools Final.  Two years 
ago Drumragh Integrated (Omagh) 
created history by being the first 
integrated school to win an Ulster 
Schools title, when they won the J.J. 
Reilly Cup and this year they were 
back in the final again, when Lagan 
College were their opponents.  
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GAMES FOR ALL
Ulster GAA’s Strategic Plan identifies 
the need for targeted programmes to 
address disability and this is an area 
of growing importance throughout 
the Association.  In Fis Shoiléir, the 
latest GAA Strategic Plan (published 
in 2018), there is a commitment to 
appoint an Inclusion Officer and to 
develop a strategy to communicate 
and promote disability and inclusion.

Ulster GAA has promoted Wheelchair 
Hurling and has provided a platform 
at our provincial semi-finals, through 
the half-time games concept, for 
some of our players with learning 
difficulties.  There is much more that 
could be done however and I am 
pleased to report that Ulster GAA is 
positively engaging with Disability 
Sport NI with a view to increasing 
our overall package of delivery and 
creating opportunities for greater 
diversity within the programmes and 
initiatives we offer. 

TWINNING INITIATIVES
Ulster GAA has continued its strong 
twinning arrangements with Britain 
and Canada and in the past year 
Argentina has now been added to 
our list of partners.  Martin Lopez 
Soler from Argentina visited Ulster 
GAA in August and, thanks largely to 
the offices of Roger Keenan from the 
Coaching and Games Department, 
he had the opportunity to attend 
some coaching sessions and a Tyrone 
Minor Football Championship game.  
The Coaching & Games section have 
continued to engage with Argentina 
GAA and while visiting Toronto for 
the Canadian GAA Convention last 
month Ulster GAA President Michael 
Hasson and myself met with Bernardo 
Devereux from Argentina GAA (he 
recently moved to Canada for a short 
period).  

As a result of this meeting a number 
of ideas were developed and it is 
hoped that a team from Argentina 
GAA will compete in the GAA World 
Games in Waterford this summer.

Roger Keenan and Jimmy Darragh 
delivered a coaching course in 
Montreal in April, while later that 
month Frank McDonald delivered 
a referee’s course in Toronto.  
The number of coaches with 
Foundation and/or Award 1 coaching 
qualifications continues to grow and 
a very encouraging aspect of our 
association with the Canadian GAA is 
the growing number of schools that 
offer Gaelic Games as part of their 
curriculum.

Ulster GAA again sent referees to 
cover the Western, Eastern and 
Toronto Divisional Finals and, for 
the first time ever, Ulster GAA was 
officially represented at the Eastern 
Finals when Vice-President Oliver 
Galligan visited Prince Edward Island 
which were hosting the finals for the 
first time.

Once again Ulster GAA were 
represented with a cross community 
team at the All Britain Competition 
in London and Ulster GAA also 
provided two referees to help cover 
the schedule of games.  Ulster GAA 
also provided referees for the British 
Junior Hurling Final and the Scottish 
Junior Football Final, while a referees 
coaching course was undertaken in 
Lancashire by Brian Crowe.

CLUB AND COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT 
The Club and Community 
Development Department is 
responsible for Club and Volunteer 
support, Irish Language and 
Culture, Health and Wellbeing of 
our members, and Community 
Outreach. Over the last 12 months 
the Department has grown in number 
and now includes a designated 
Irish Language Officer (Tricia Ní 
Chearra) and three Community Sports 
Development Officers (Pierce Caherty, 
Ryan McShane and Proinsias O’Kane). 
These additional posts complement 
the existing Health and Wellbeing 
Manager, Club Development Officer 
and Volunteer Development Officer.

The Department plays a role in 
public affairs and contributes to 
relevant engagements with public 
representatives and external 
agencies and organisations.  
There are numerous organisations 
that request to meet Ulster GAA and 
likewise there are partnerships we 
have established, to develop the GAA 
at all levels in the province. 

The Club and Community 
Development Department is a 
point of contact for all clubs to 
receive guidance on club matters 
and volunteer development. The 
Department deals with queries 
directly or can signpost to 
professional bodies as necessary.

The Community Development 
Department has successfully applied 
for and received grant funding for 
a wide range of projects – some of 
which help fund posts and others for 
specific initiatives e.g. Sport Uniting 
Communities Peace IV bid, The 
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Executive Office and DFA funding of 
the Cúchulainn Cup, Foras na Gaeilge 
funding towards an Irish Language 
Officer, and various Health based 
initiatives via the Public Health Agency.

Government departments, both north 
and south, opened major capital 
funding streams in 2018, and through 
the Club and Community Department, 
advice clinics were arranged for all 
clubs seeking to make an application. 
21 clubs in Donegal, Cavan and 
Monaghan attended the Sports 
Capital Programme advice clinics in 
October and a further 19 applications 
were supported for the Sport NI Multi 
Facility Funding in the north.

CLUB MAITH 
Club Maith continues to be the 
recognised brand for club excellence 
among GAA clubs in Ulster. Seven 
clubs have been accredited in 2018, – 
they were, Mullaghbawn Cúchulainns 
(Armagh), St Patrick’s Mayobridge 
(Down), Liatroim Fontenoys (Down), 
Kinawley Brian Boru’s (Fermanagh), 
St Martin’s Desertmartin (Derry), 
Greencastle St Patrick’s (Tyrone) and 
Killyman St Mary’s (Tyrone) - and I 
extend my congratulations to them. 
The Club Maith website continues 
to be an excellent online resource 
to clubs compiling their Club Maith 
Portfolios, and indeed to any club 
with a club development query. 
Training and courses developed 
by the Community Department are 
placed on the site to keep club 
officials abreast of new initiatives. 
Since its inception in 2007, 68 clubs 
have now achieved Club Maith Status. 
Currently there are 47 clubs engaged 
in the process and receiving support 
and guidance with the aim to 
achieving accreditation in 2018. 

CLUB PLANNING 
Planning within the Association 
has long been recognised as a vital 
component of our continued growth 
and development. This is particularly 
true at club level where a plan 
provides direction and enables a 
club to look beyond the day-to-day 
operations that can, at times, blur 
a more long-term vision a club may 
have. Through the National GAA Club 
Planning Programme assistance and 
guidance is available to clubs through 
trained club planners within their 
county. Currently 17 clubs from within 
Ulster are engaged in the process 
with a call out for additional clubs  
to be made in early 2019.

A Club Development Plan is a vital 
document in any club and as such 
the Club Planning Programme will 
continue to be an important area of 
work in 2019.
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COUNTY PLANNING 
Through the support of National GAA 
and Ulster GAA a number of Ulster 
counties have undertaken the task in 
2018 to produce an updated Strategic 
Plan. Tyrone launched their updated 
plan in April, while the last couple of 
months have witnessed the launch of 
the Donegal and Cavan plans. Antrim 
and Fermanagh hope to have their 
plans in operation in the first quarter 
of 2019.

VOLUNTEER DEVELOPMENT
In the past year Ulster GAA revised 
and renewed its existing Volunteer 
Policy. This policy reflects guidelines 
on our Values, Recruitment and 
Selection of Volunteers, and 
Management of Volunteers. This 
policy will be in place from 2019-2021.

GOLDMARK 
Ulster GAA is a delivery partner for 
the Millennium Volunteers GoldMark 
Programme, which promotes and 
encourages young people aged 
14-24 years old to volunteer in 
sport.  Ulster GAA works with clubs 
to manage this programme though 
club co-ordinators.  In 2018, 148 
Young GAA members registered for 
this programme.   37 achieved 50 
hours, 33 achieved 100 hours and 24 
achieved 200 hours which is an award 
of excellence.

A joint awards ceremony was 
hosted on 21st February 2018 in the 
Wellington Park Hotel to recognise 
young sports volunteers participating 
in the programme from Ulster GAA, 
Ulster Rugby and Irish FA. Over 100 
young people were rewarded at the 
ceremony.

YOUTH FORUM
Ulster GAA organised a new Young 
Leaders Programme targeting 
outstanding young GAA volunteers 
from across Ulster’s nine counties.  
This exciting and innovative 
programme was the first of its kind 
in Ulster and was made possible with 
the support of the Coca-Cola Thank 
You Fund. 33 Young leaders took 
part over four days in July 2018 at 
Garvaghey. Topics delivered included 
Getting to know the GAA, Event 
Management, GAA For All, Basic First 
Aid, Sports Science, Social Media, 
Communication and Marketing and 
Nutrition and Lifestyles. The course 
concluded with a Dual Foundation 
Coaching course and Safeguarding 
Children course. The young volunteers 
then had to go back to their clubs 
and complete 25 Volunteer Hours 
incorporating a club event. They 
were rewarded on 2nd December 
at the Ulster Club Final with an 
overall Young Leaders certificate, 
Foundation Coaching certificate, 
Child Protection certificate as well as 
a commemorative sweater designed 
by the Young Volunteers.
 
TRANSLINK YOUNG  
VOLUNTEER AWARDS
Ulster GAA, in partnership with 
Translink, run a volunteer recognition 
programme which highlights the 
good work being done by young GAA 
volunteers in clubs across Ulster.  
Each month, Ulster GAA asks clubs 
to nominate an outstanding young 
person who has been involved in 
volunteering in their club.  The 
winners receive a framed certificate 
and a return enterprise journey from 
Translink.  The monthly winners and 
their volunteering stories are widely 
promoted through Ulster GAA and 
Translink networks.  
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The winners for 2018 were: 

MARCH:  
 Moneymore Derry;  
Emmett Crozier

APRIL:  

Tír na nÓg Armagh;  
Cathal Mercer

MAY: 

 Wolfe Tones Armagh;  
Niamh McCarthy 

JUNE:  

Latton O’Reilly’s, Cavan;  
Christopher Rice 

JULY:   

Slaughtmanus, Derry;  
Oran Boyd

AUGUST: 

 St. John Bosco, Down;  
Shannon Carroll

SEPTEMBER:  

Naomh Treasa, Antrim;  
Lára McGoldrick

OCTOBER:  

Naomh Pól & Padraig Sarsfields, 
Antrim; Meabh Kelly & Ava Finnegan

NOVEMBER:  
Ruairí Óg, Cushendall, Antrim;  
Emer & Áine Quinn

Volunteer Development Pathway
Ulster GAA has now an established 
Volunteer Development Pathway 
which includes 3 key steps: New 
Officer Induction, Club Officer 
Development Programme and the 
Elevate Club Leadership Award.

The New Officer Induction is 
role specific training for all new 
club officers across Ulster for 
Chairpersons, Secretaries, Treasurers, 
PROs, Development Officers, 
Children’s Officers, Coaching Officers, 
Cultural Officers.  In 2018, Ulster 
GAA ran this induction programme 

in association with National GAA 
to complement the National Club 
Leadership Development Programme.  
342 Club officers participated in this 
induction across 141 Clubs. 

The Club Officer Development 
Programme delivered training for club 
officers across priority issues facing 
clubs.  The topics dealt with in 2018 
were Financial Issues, Health and 
Wellbeing, Volunteer Recruitment, 
Communication Skills, Good Relations 
(Inclusive Club) and Safeguarding.  
256 Club officers participated in this 
training across 108 Clubs.  

Ulster GAA’s Elevate Programme 2018 
was the third year this Club leadership 
award was delivered.  Involvement 
in the programme is on a whole club 
basis with volunteers attending 
modules that are relevant to their role 
or interest. Issues explored through 
this programme include: Leadership, 

Management, Club and Community 
Planning, Marketing and promoting 
your club, Financial Management, 
Fundraising, Capital Projects and 
Partnerships.  All Elevate Tutors are 
volunteers who have expertise in the 
subject.  In 2018, five Clubs achieved 
the Elevate Award, they were: 
– Doire Colmcille, Derry
– Padraig Sarsfields, Antrim
– St. Patrick’s Saul, Down
– Stewartstown Harps, Tyrone
– St. Eugene’s Newtownstewart, Tyrone

CLUB DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAMMES
Ulster GAA continue to have a strong 
working relationship with the National 
Officer Development Committee 
under the chairmanship of Paddy 
Flood (Monaghan). This close link 
has enabled the Ulster GAA Volunteer 
Development Pathway and National 
Club Leadership Development 
Programme to work alongside each 
other ensuring a more joined up 
process rather than duplication of 
events across the Province.

DFC PROGRAMME  
AND KEY OBJECTIVES 
“Sport - A Home for Lifelong 
Volunteering” continues to be the 
primary programme through which 
club and volunteer development is 
delivered through Ulster GAA. This 
programme is joint with the Irish FA 
and Ulster Rugby and is funded by the 
Department for Communities. There 
are a number of Ulster GAA specific 
initiatives as well as Joint initiatives.

The DfC Multi-sport Volunteering 
Forum was held in Dungannon 
Integrated College on 14th November 
2018, where participants received 
information on how to become more 
inclusive from Disability Sport NI, and 
The Rainbow Project.

The Schools Roadshow held in 
Ballymoney on 21st November 
witnessed the coming-together of 
pupils from Our Lady of Lourdes and 
Dalriada Colleges to learn more about 
volunteering, while also looking at the 
area of mental health in sport.

In December sports volunteers 
attended workshops held in 
Kingspan Stadium (3rd December), 
and Drumragh Sarsfields GAA (12th 
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December) which looked at ways to 
promote club activities. Successful 
case-studies from GAA and rugby 
highlighted best practice.

Other aspects new to the DfC “Sport 
- A Home for Lifelong Volunteering” 
include the development of a Club 
Inclusion Charter which helps clubs 
to promote what they are doing to 
make their club more inclusive.

HEALTH AND WELLBEING
Ulster GAA’s Health and Wellbeing 
Committee continues to operate and 
deliver at a high level. Chaired by 
Monaghan’s Cathal Hand the Ulster 
H&W Committee meets quarterly 
throughout the year. The Committee 
have been instrumental in supporting 
health and wellbeing within Ulster 
GAA.

All nine County Health and Wellbeing 
Committees (HWCs) are established 
but embedded to varying degrees  
in overall county activity.  
This is something which has been 
raised as an issue at the National 
Health and Wellbeing Forum in 
October 2018. To help address this 
issue Cathal Hand, Maura McMenamin 
and Diarmaid Marsden have met with 
Ulster Coiste Bainistíochta and Ulster 
Chairperson’s in 2018 to relay the 
formal position of the County Health 
and Wellbeing Committee within the 
county structure. The situation will be 
monitored throughout 2019 in order 
to maximise the potential of the GAA 
health and wellbeing agenda. 

Our nine County Health and Wellbeing 
Committees have delivered a vast 
array of activity in 2018; directed by 
their Health and Wellbeing Action 
Plans 2017-2018 and 2018-2019. It is 
inspiring to see the progress being 
made on this significant programme 

of work, while also assisting in 
the delivery of Ulster GAA specific 
programmes. The huge amount of 
health and wellbeing activity ongoing 
within clubs is testament to the 
support clubs receive from their 
County HWC’s.

I wish to thank our nine County 
Health and Wellbeing Chairpersons.  
Unfortunately, 2018 has seen our 
County Health and Wellbeing 
Committees supporting a significant 
number of clubs through critical 
incidents. Although our County HWC’s 
have been playing an invaluable 
role in such circumstances it is also 
important to stress that our County 
HWC’s are not just there to serve this 
purpose. As dictated by the Critical 
Incident Response Plan template, 
the County Executive should lead-out 
on the response, supported by the 
County HWC. 

Ulster GAA continue to be 
represented on National HWC through 
our Community and Health Manager 
Maura McMenamin. Gambling 
Awareness and the Critical Incident 
Response Plan are the main areas of 
focus in 2018-2019. 

HEALTHY CLUB PROGRAMME
Phase III of the Healthy Club 
Programme began in March 2018. 
150 clubs were selected across 
Ireland following a highly competitive 
selection process.  42 clubs in 
Ulster were awarded the status, 
representing all nine counties. Phase 
IV will begin in 2020, and it is hoped 
that all GAA clubs will be offered the 
opportunity to attain Healthy Club 
status. 
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CHARITY PARTNER 2018  
– CANCER FOCUS
Following a successful partnership 
spanning over a decade Cancer 
Focus became Ulster GAA’s Charity 
Partner for 2018. This status gave 
both organisations the opportunity 
to further extend their areas of 
collective effort.

“Care in the Sun” was promoted at 
the Ulster Senior Football Final where 
volunteers supported Cancer Focus 
and Ulster GAA to distributed much-
needed sun protection, while also 
raising awareness of the importance 
of using the UV Index as the best 
measure of harmful sun-rays.

Cancer Focus continue to be available 
to clubs in delivering much needed 
cancer prevention information and 
were a welcome addition to Ulster 
GAA’s Staff Health Days’ in August and 
October by providing health checks 
through their “Keeping Well” health 
check services. For a small fee Cancer 
Focus can provide their “Keeping 
Well” Van to GAA Events, and link 
formally with Ulster GAA in this regard 
through the Farm Families Health 
Checks programme.
Cancer Focus provided resources 
for the promotion of Breast Cancer 
Awareness month in October 2018 
and Ulster Camogie and Ulster Ladies 
used their Ulster Club Championships 
to raise awareness of this important 
issue. Some vital funds were also 
raised by the clubs involved.

MENTAL HEALTH
Following-on from a successful year 
in 2017, the past year witnessed the 
extension of funding from the Public 
Health Agency. MindFit, in association 
with the mental health charity 
AWARE, is designed to empower 
young people to development their 
resilience and emotional intelligence 
skills. 20 MindFit workshops were 
originally funded, but due to a huge 
demand, the PHA were able to fund 
an additional 10 workshops. These are 
being delivered currently in clubs and 
counties and are proving to be very 
worthwhile. 

As part of the funding received from 
the Public Health Agency, Ulster 
GAA commissioned the design and 
manufacture of pitch-side signage for 
clubs relaying important information 
about how to look after ourselves and 
someone else who may be in need to 
support for their emotional wellbeing.

THE SAMARITANS
As National GAA Mental Health 
Partner, The Samaritans delivered an 
Active Listening workshop to Ulster 
GAA staff. This was very well-received 
with the consensus being that the 
more support clubs, and coaches 
can be offered in this regard the 
better. County HWC’s have been 
linked with their Samaritans Liaison 
Officers, with the aim of rolling out 
“The Huddle” concept. “The Huddle” 
encourages teams to embrace mental 
health by informally incorporating it 
into everyday practice, such as the 
natural wrapping-up of a training 
session.  This concept will be further 
developed in 2019.

LIFESTYLE AND AWARENESS 
PROGRAMMES
Live to Play
Ulster GAA entered into a new 
partnership with the Northern Ireland 
Fire & Rescue Service (NIFRS) and 
PSNI to develop a new Live To Play 
Club Event format. The new format 
involves the use of virtual reality 
goggles, hence negating the need 
to source a car-wreck, as was the 
case previously. The new partnership 
under the NIFRS ‘Your Choice’ 
programme banner was launched in 
Road Safety Week, November 2018, 
and is available to clubs and counties 
currently.
 
One Punch Campaign
Ulster GAA have partnered with 
the PSNI to develop a “One Punch 
Can Kill” campaign aimed mainly at 
young males, advising them about 
responsible behaviour both on and 
off the pitch, with an emphasis on 
‘one punch’ scenarios. The one-hour 
workshop looks at the medical and 
legal consequences of ‘one punch’  
on the victim and perpetrator. 
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As mentioned elsewhere in this 
report, the issue of on-pitch violence 
was addressed at the Ulster Club 
Championship launch in October 
2018, and was well-received by the 
media and GAA community.

Domestic Violence Campaign
Ulster GAA partnered with the Irish 
F.A. and Ulster Rugby to support 
a Department of Justice funded 
domestic violence campaign entitled 
#Don’tTackleItAlone. The campaign 
was promoted during the BOI Dr. 
McKenna Cup Final in February 2018, 
while Ulster Camogie and Ulster 
Ladies wore #Don’t TackleItAlone 
jerseys at their respective 
Interprovincial Tournaments in 2018.

 Donation Campaigns
Ulster GAA’s “Blood Sub” campaign 
has been in place for a number of 
years and has successfully increased 
the number of people regularly 
donating blood. 2018 has seen 
Ulster GAA and Tyrone GAA work with 
other donation campaigns, namely; 
blood stem cell donation and organ 
donation, respectively. As such 
Ulster GAA are working on a general 
donation campaign which reminds 
us to do our best to give to others. 
We are reminded that Give is one 
of the “5 Steps to Wellbeing”. More 
information on Ulster GAA’s donation 
campaign will be forthcoming in early 
2019.
 
First Aid & Heart Start
During 2018, the Northern Ireland 
Ambulance Service (NIAS) acquired 
the contract for Heart Start. Ulster 
GAA remains as a licensed first 
responder scheme, with staff availing 
of training in summer 2018. Training 
for new tutors will be delivered 
through NIAS in Fermanagh in March. 
Plans are also afoot to engage 
more with the “Call Push Rescue” 
programme which delivers training on 
the skills of CPR. “Call Push Rescue” 
has been shown to improve outcomes 
from Out of Hospital Cardiac Arrests 
in other countries and is something 
Ulster GAA plan on rolling-out in early 
summer 2019.

Ulster GAA have linked with the Red 
Cross to design bespoke training for 
GAA clubs entitled “GAA Pitch-side 
First Aid”. This three-hour course 
covers all the common scenarios 
encountered through training and 
games. A special discount for GAA 
clubs makes this training a very 
affordable option for first aid training, 
while best equipping our volunteers 
on very useful first aid skills.

CÚCHULAINN CUP 
The annual Ulster GAA Cúchulainn Cup 
took place at the Meadowbank Sports 
Arena, Magherafelt on Wednesday 
14th March. The Cúchulainn Initiative 
aims to afford young people 
from different backgrounds the 
opportunity to engage with one 
another, and to educate people not 
traditionally involved with the GAA on 
the fundamentals of the Association.
New to the programme in 2018 
was the introduction of a Girls’ 
Competition, with Belfast, 
Banbridge, Foyle and Magherafelt 
the participating areas. Taking part 
in the Boys’ Competition for the first 
time were Antrim and Ballymoney, 
with Belfast and Enniskillen returning 
once again, having been involved in 
previous years.

In preparation for the Cúchulainn Cup 
Blitz, schools were given “GAA Taster 
Sessions” in which pupils who had 
never played Gaelic Games, or had 
very little interaction in the Games, 
were taught the basic skills of Gaelic 
Football and Hurling. Taster sessions 
were provided in twenty schools 
with over 300 Year 11 boys and girls 
getting an opportunity to sample 
what the GAA has to offer.

In addition, “Getting to Know the 
GAA” presentations were delivered to 
participating schools which helped to 
promote greater understanding and 
respect for other cultures; a key aim 
of the Cúchulainn Initiative.

After a very enjoyable day of games 
the Belfast Cúchulainn team emerged 
as winners of the inaugural Girls’ 
Cúchulainn Cup, with first time 
participants Ballymoney Cúchulainns 
emerging successful in the Boys’ 
Competition.
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The young players from Dalriada 
School and Our Lady of Lourdes 
School in Ballymoney created 
memories together in July as they 
travelled to London to represent their 
schools and town as the Ballymoney 
Cúchulainns in the All Britain 
Competition.

Despite being a team made-up 
of players who had little or no 
experience playing Gaelic games, the 
Ballymoney Cúchulainns represented 
themselves with distinction showing 
some incredible skills, passion, and 
team-work as they came up against 
club teams who have had several 
years of experience playing together.

Away from the playing field the group 
were invited to a tour of the Houses of 
Parliament at Westminster which was 
kindly facilitated by Conor McGinn 
MP, and during the visit Ian Paisley 
MP for North Antrim welcomed the 
team and commended them for their 
participation in the programme.
The group also met with Adrian 
O’Neill, Ireland’s Ambassador to 
the UK and Ciaran Cannon, Irish 
Minister of State for the Diaspora and 
International Development during 
their time in London.  

The real value of such an experience 
was profoundly seen on the young 
men, as they forged meaningful 
and lasting friendships. Praise must 
go to the school-teachers who 
accompanied their pupils, and staff 
from Ulster GAA who made it possible 
for the young men to become 
involved in the experience. I thank 
Diarmaid Marsden, Fionntan O’Dowd, 
Pierce Caherty and Paul Callaghan 
for their efforts in helping to prepare 
the team and making the weekend 
such an enjoyable experience for all. 

I am also extremely grateful to The 
Executive Office for their continued 
support for this project which is 
an integral part of our outreach 
programme.

IRISH LANGUAGE AND  
CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT
Our Provincial Cultural Committee 
– Coiste na Gaeilge agus na 
hOidhreachta – has been working 
closely with our newly appointed Irish 
Language Officer, Tricia Ní Chearra,  
to provide opportunities for clubs to 
avail of assistance in the promotion 
and use of Irish. These invaluable links 
between our County Cultural Officers 
and our Irish Language representative 
at Ulster GAA have been vital as we 
continue to work on goal seven of 
our Strategic Plan 2016-2020: ‘The 
Promotion of Irish Language and 
Culture.’ We have already begun to 
see progress in relation to our goals 
through this relationship.
 
CLUB AUDIT  
Ulster GAA issued a survey to all 
Ulster Clubs to ascertain the status of 
Irish and Culture at club level early in 
2018. This audit has been invaluable 
in the appraisal of Irish promotion 
and Scór participation throughout 
Ulster, and an excellent source of 
information for our newly appointed 
Irish Language Officer. Ulster GAA 
vows to use this information to 
continually strengthen the position of 
Irish and Culture within our clubs and 
to encourage our clubs to embrace 
this aspect of the GAA. 
I wish to thank the members of Coiste 
na Gaeilge agus na hOidhreachta, 
who were vital to the execution of this 
audit, particularly the County Cultural 
Officers who were responsible for 
driving the initiative at grass-roots 
level and I offer my sincere thanks to 
the clubs who responded to the survey.  

 “Want 2 Stop” Smoking Campaign
Ulster GAA linked with the smoking 
cessation teams through the Public 
Health Agency to promote the “Want 
2 Stop” smoking campaign at the 
Fermanagh V Armagh Ulster Senior 
Football Championship Quarter-
Final in Brewster Park on 19th May. 
Patrons were asked to smoke only 
in designated smoking areas, while 
volunteers and PHA staff were on-
hand to offer a brief intervention, 
providing information on free 
smoking cessation services. The 
campaign was well received and links 
well with the drive for GAA clubs to 
become “smoke-free” and add to the 
significant number of clubs in Ulster 
who have successfully gone smoke-free. 
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I would also like to thank the 
Chairperson of the Committee 
Michael McArdle, Secretary Clíodhna 
Kerr and committee member Pat 
Connaghan for their direction and 
assistance in this initiative. Mo cheol 
sibh. 
  
GAEILGE SA CHLUB  
(IRISH IN THE CLUB)
In its fifth year, the Gaeilge sa Chlub 
bursary scheme continues to ensure 
that GAA club members from across 
Ulster benefit annually from the 
£10,000 Ulster GAA invest in this 
initiative in order to promote Irish 
at club level across the province. 
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This collaboration between Ulster 
GAA and Ulster University continues 
to successfully promote the use of 
Irish within clubs throughout Ulster 
by providing financial assistance 
to GAA members who sign up for 
a Diploma in Irish Language. The 
scheme is successfully equipping our 
members with the skills to promote 
the Irish language, with all recipients 
carrying out an Irish language project 
in their club following their studies.  
Significantly, Ulster GAA last year 
also provided a £1,000 scholarship 
to Linda Ervine’s TURAS Programme, 
an Irish Language project which she 
operates from the East Belfast Mission.

The 2018-19 academic year saw an 
increase in promotion and interest in 
the scheme with Ulster GAA awarding 
24 GAA members £400 each towards 
their course fees. These recipients 
have attended directory workshops 
with Ulster GAA’s Irish Language 
Officer, and the projects each student 
intends to oversee will be an integral 
part in the continued promotion of 
Irish throughout the province. 

 COMMUNITY LINKS
An important part of promoting 
Irish is ensuring that we, as an 
organisation, interact with and 
support community-based Irish 
language groups. Ulster GAA 
has created links with Glór na 
nGael as they continue to provide 
their outstanding Joe McDonagh 
Foundation service, a project that 
successfully guides GAA clubs 
through a process of language 
acquisition and promotion in order 
to achieve a high standard of Irish 
within their club. We have also 
forged links with several community 
organisations, including Aonach 
Mhacha, Armagh’s new Cultúrlann, 
and Irish speaking GAA teams, such as 
Belfast’s Laochra Loch Lao. Ulster GAA 
will continue to connect and work 
with the Irish language community 
both in and out of the GAA family and 
encourage such organisations to 
contact us to create these links.
 
SCÓR
Scór continues to be an outstanding 
showcase of national talent and there 
was an excellent display from the 
Ulster Gaels who represented the 
province brilliantly at all levels.  
Comhghairdeas to all who 
participated in these competitions 
and to our winners who advanced to 
the All-Ireland finals in Knocknarea 
Arena, Sligo, where Ulster won two 
titles at Scór na nÓg with an excellent 
display of talent by all participants: 
Killeavy, Armagh won the Rince 
Foirne, and Cornafean, Cavan were the 
overall winners of the Tráth na gCeist. 
The Scór Sinsir All-Ireland Finals also 
saw two titles being brought back 
to the province. Watty Graham’s 
Glen, Derry won the Rince Foirne and 
Dearbhlá Scallon of Tyrone claimed 
the Amhránaíocht Aonair All-Ireland 
Title with a wonderful rendition of 

‘The Ballad of Tom Clarke.’ Paddy 
Mee of Armagh was also honoured 
at the All-Ireland Scór Sinsir Final 
for his service to Scór over the years 
and I extend my congratulations and 
thanks to him. I thank also the Ulster 
Scór Committee, particularly our 
Chair Ailish McEntee and Secretary 
Danny McLernon, for their efforts in 
running Scór across the province. I 
commend all those who foster the 
tradition of Scór and thank them for 
their ongoing efforts. At the heart of 
Scór is participation and celebration 
of our national arts. This year Scór 
celebrates its 50th anniversary. 
Special events will take place 
nationally, provincially and within 
counties to celebrate and remember 
a half-century of Scór activity.  The 
Ulster Celebration event will take 
place in Omagh on 30 March and as 
one might say, let’s hope it is one Bígí 
páirteach! 

THE PEACE IV PROGRAMME 
The Peace IV Programme entitled 
‘Sport Uniting Communities’ is a 
joint project between Ulster GAA, 
Ulster Rugby and the IFA and is 
funded through European Regional 
Development Funding from SEUPB. 
The programme is designed to 
support peace and reconciliation 
within the nine counties of Ulster, 
with a clear cross community and 
cross border focus. 

Nine Community Development 
officers (three from each sporting 
body) deliver twelve joint projects 
and three individual projects each 
year all with the aim to help build 
positive relations with people 
from different communities and 
backgrounds. The programme 
was successfully launched on 
21st March 2018 at Queen’s Sport. 
Speakers including Pete McGrath, 

Conor McManus and Michael O’Neill 
spoke highly of how sport provided 
opportunities for them to work with 
people from various backgrounds 
and how important sport is in leading 
peace and reconciliation.

CLUB SPORT FOR PEACE DAYS
Club Sport for Peace days are 
activity-based events that are ran 
as joint projects between the three 
organisations. These allow children 
and young adults from various 
backgrounds to come together 
through sports participation. 
Participating clubs host the event and 
in turn promote their commitment to 
becoming an open and welcoming 
organisation to all. In 2018 there 
were nine ‘Club Sport for Peace’ days 
delivered within the project which 
engaged over 800 young people.

GAME OF THREE HALVES
The Game of Three Halves events 
are joint events involving coaching 
sessions from each of the three 
sporting bodies. This event allows 
participants to try sports they may 
not have tried before whilst also 
working and learning with people 
from different communities and 
backgrounds. The events promote the 
learning of skills as well as games-
based scenarios, whilst promoting 
team work and other attributes that 
are important for all three sports. 
There were 18 Game of Three Halves 
events delivered in 2018 as part of the 
‘Peace IV Sport Uniting Communities’ 
Programme, involving almost 1000 
participants.
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HAVE A GO DAYS
CSDO’s from Ulster GAA, Ulster Rugby 
and The IFA work together to deliver 
‘values based’ coaching at our ‘Have 
a Go’ events. These events are based 
in areas where opportunity to take 
part in certain sports are minimal, as 
well as the opportunity to work with 
people across the religious divide. 
There have been six ‘Have a Go’ days 
during 2018 with over 300 young 
people having the opportunity to take 
part. 

VOLUNTEER DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAMME
The Volunteer Development 
Programme involves a series of five 
workshops, which are attended by 
volunteers from each sport to discuss 
important aspects of their clubs 
including the definition of different 
roles and responsibilities within 
clubs, volunteer recruitment and 
retention, succession planning and 
becoming an inclusive club. Feedback 
from these events was very positive 
and clubs highlighted that although 
many roles within the clubs across 
the three sports were similar, each 
sport could learn from each other in 
how they promote volunteering and 
retain volunteers.

YOUTH LEADERSHIP
The Youth Leadership Programme 
involved the creation of youth forums 
where participants engaged in 
training in volunteering and personal 
development, allowing them to 
gain a Level 1 Qualification in Sports 
Leadership. 45 young people from 
across the three sports and various 
community organisations gained the 
Level 1 Sports Leaders qualification 
in 2018. 

CLUB EDUCATIONAL VISITS
Volunteers from clubs across the 
three sports attend educational visits 
to various stadiums, including Croke 
Park, Celtic Park, the Athletic Grounds 
in Armagh, Kingspan Ravenhill 
and Windsor Park with a view of 
addressing perceptions and building 
relations. These visits also provide an 
informal opportunity for networking 
between clubs and people from 
different backgrounds. 

GETTING TO KNOW THE GAA
Getting to know the GAA is a single 
led activity ran by Ulster GAA’s three 
Community Sport Development 
Officers. Groups from various 
communities and backgrounds 
receive a presentation and are 
involved in discussion about the 
history of Ulster GAA, its methods 
and its work within the community. 
Feedback from these events has been 
very positive, with many highlighting 
that they were unaware of the work 
done by the GAA outside of sport 
within the local community. In 2018 
these presentations were delivered 
to PSNI students, a group of visiting 
students from Amsterdam University 
and a range of community groups and 
organisations.

The Multi Sport partnership with 
the Irish FA and Ulster Rugby has 
proven to be very successful over the 
last few years in lobbying jointly for 
funding, as in the DfC “Sport a Home 
for Lifelong Volunteering” Programme 
and Peace IV SEUPB “Sport Uniting 
Communities” Programme. 
Government Departments and 
funding bodies recognise the 
strength of the three main sporting 
organisations working together to 
achieve objectives which fit in with 
our own governing body strategic 

plans, as well as achieving numerous 
objectives contained within the draft 
Programme for Government. There 
is a real concern that the impasse at 
Stormont could seriously affect some 
of these programmes going forward. 
This would have a detrimental impact 
on the ability of Ulster GAA to provide 
the necessary support to clubs and 
volunteers right across Ulster.

CONGRATULATIONS
That great Crossmaglen and Armagh 
stalwart Joe Kernan was inducted into 
the GAA Hall of Fame, a fitting and 
lasting tribute to a great servant of 
club, county, province and country. 

Three players from the province were 
selected on the Electric Ireland Minor 
Team of the Championship; Ronan 
Grimes and Aaron Mulligan from 
Monaghan and Tiarnan Woods from 
Derry, while at U-20 level exciting 
Derry prospect Callum Brown was 
selected as the EirGrid Player of the 
Province.

It was a great night for Ulster at 
the annual President’s Awards in 
February, with three recipients from 
the province.  That great St. John’s 
and Antrim gael Seamus O’Hare, who 
has been an ever-present volunteer 
at Ulster Council games over many 
years, was a worthy recipient as was 
fellow Belfast man Sean McEntee, 
from the St. Paul’s Club.  Sean has 
been a lifelong devotee of handball 
as a player, coach and administrator 
and is a former President of the 
Irish Handball Council.  The third 
Ulster ‘winner’ was Seán Ó hEarcáin 
from Donegal and he was rightly 
honoured for his efforts in organising 
the wonderful competition that is 
Comórtas Peile na Gaeltachta.

The evergreen Mickey Linden, 
who in 2018 won a Down Reserve 
Championship medal at the age of 
55 (and indeed scored a trademark 
Linden classic point in the final), 
was inducted into the Gaelic Writers’ 
Association Hall of Fame and the 
same organisation honoured another 
great forward from the province in 
selecting Conor McManus as their 
Football Personality of The Year.
It was a great night for Ulster at 
the annual All-Star Awards with six 
players from the province being 
honoured.  Conor McManus picked 
up his third award and his Monaghan 
colleagues Rory Beggan and Karl 
O’Connell were honoured for the first 
time.  

All-Ireland finalists Tyrone had two 
winners when Colm Cavanagh and 
Padraig Hampsey were selected in 
the full-back line, while Ryan McHugh 
(Donegal) became only the seventh 
footballer to win All-Star awards in 
both defence and attack with his 
selection at left-half-forward.  

I also congratulate each of the hurlers 
from Ulster who were honoured 
with selection on the ‘Champions 
15’ teams from the Joe McDonagh, 
Christy Ring and Nickey Rackard/
Lory Meagher Cups and make special 
mention of Donegal’s Declan Coulter 
who was player of The Nickey Rackard 
Cup.  In a year when Ulster teams 
just fell short at national level, the 
victory of the Donegal hurlers in this 
competition was a welcome boost to 
the province.   

The complete list of Ulster winners 
was as follows; Antrim’s Neil 
McManus (Joe McDonagh), Derry’s 
Cian Waldron and Cormac O’Doherty, 
Down’s Dáithí Sands and Armagh’s 
Stephen Renaghan (Christy Ring), 
Cavan’s Kevin Connelly, Donegal’s 
Declan Coulter and Stephen 
Gillespie, Fermanagh’s Ryan Bogue, 
Monaghan’s Kevin Crawley, Tyrone’s 
Dermot Begley who all received Nicky 
Rackard/Lory Meagher Champion 15 
Awards. 

Two McNamee Awards came to Ulster 
with St. Peter’s, Warrenpoint winning 
the Best GAA Website Award and 
that hospitable ‘Donegal Democrat’ 
journalist Paddy Campbell won 
the Provincial Media Award for his 
magazine feature marking the 25th 
anniversary of the county’s historic 
1992 All-Ireland Football Final win.

05 
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PUBLIC RELATIONS  
AND MARKETING
Over the Christmas period when 
reading through the pages of a book 
chronicling the GAA of a century ago 
I could not help but be taken aback 
by what different times we live in 
now.  Those were the days before 
RTÉ (or 2RN) and phones were a rare 
commodity.  GAA games received 
nothing like the publicity they receive 
now.  To even get the result of an 
All-Ireland final you most likely had to 
await someone who was at the game 
arriving home – or read about it in 
the following day’s paper (assuming 
it was reported on).  Today you can 
follow every score of a club league 
game from the comfort of your own 
home – which might be half a world 
away.

The media therefore plays an 
increasing role in our everyday lives, 
with digital media increasingly 
becoming the media of choice.  It is 
against this backdrop that the Ulster 
GAA communication team operates.  
The past year has again witnessed 
an increase in our digital media 
output and the number of followers 
continues to grow - Ulster GAA now 
has over 72k followers on Twitter, over 
42k friends on Facebook and over 
10.5k followers on Instagram.

Ulster GAA Radio was a new concept 
initiated in 2018 and this resulted 
in full online radio coverage of 23 
games in the Ulster Minor and U-20 
Championships.  I commend all 
involved in this great undertaking 
which has done much to raise the 
profile of our inter-county underage 
fixtures.

While there are occasions when we 
may be unhappy with some levels of 
media coverage, the positives largely 
outweigh the negatives and I thank 
our broadcast, print and digital media 
for their continued coverage of our 
games and issues.

Our partnership with Q-Radio for the 
Ulster Senior Football Championship 
was a new initiative and this is one 
which I hope to build on in 2019. 

I thank our programme sellers at 
our games and the counties for their 
continued support on the many facets 
of PR activity.  I also thank Tiernach 
Mahon and Dessie McDonnell for the 
assistance they offer in this regard at 
Ulster Championship games and to 
Mark Nelson for the role he plays in 
relation to media access at games.

Ulster GAA has a hard-working Public 
Relations Committee under the 
watchful eye of Michael Geoghegan 
(Chair) and Declan Woods (Secretary).  
I thank them and all the committee 
members for their invaluable work.

Michael Geoghegan completes his 
term as PRO today and in his three 
years at the helm he has been 
innovative and has led from the front.  
He has had a wonderful rapport with 
press personnel and with our county 
PRO’s and I thank him sincerely. His 
recognition in 2018 by the Ulster GAA 
Writers was well merited.
  
A huge debt of gratitude is also due 
to our Marketing & Communications 
Manager Paul McGurk for his 
expertise in this field and for his 
unstinting efforts in the media and 
commercial sectors.  I thank also the 
immense contribution made by Claire 
Curran and Seamus Donnelly to the 
work of the Communications Unit and 
I thank also Stephen Donnelly for his 
tireless efforts in the production of 
our match programmes.

I thank also AV Browne for their advice 
and support in relation to our media 
content and design and I commend 
our photographer John Merry and the 
team at Linwoods Armagh TV for their 
ongoing work for Ulster GAA.
   

OBITUARIES
As 2018 drew to a close Ulster GAA 
was saddened to learn of the death 
of their former President and Vice-
President John O’Reilly.  A lifelong 
devotee of his beloved Crossmaglen 
Rangers, John was President of the 
GAA in Armagh at the time of his 
passing.  John served as President of 
the Ulster Council in the years 2001-
04 during which time he witnessed 
his native Armagh winning their first 
All-Ireland title and the following 
year, in 2003, he had the remarkable 
honour of being the provincial Chair 
when for the first time two teams 
from the same province contested 
an All-Ireland Senior Football Final 
(Tyrone and Armagh).

The year started with the demise of 
Seamus McGrattan, who served as 
the first Ulster Hurling Development 
Officer. The genial Ballygalget man 
gave a lifetime of service to the 
GAA in Down and Ulster and hurling 
was always his great passion in 
life.  Seamus did much to broaden 
the playing base of the game in the 
province and in so doing he has left 
a lasting legacy.  Seamus also had 
the distinction of serving as the 
secretary of the Down Hurling Board 
in the 1970’s at a time when his father 
Paddy was the chairman of the same 
committee. 

In August the former Chief Steward 
of Ulster GAA Brendan Kirk was laid 
to rest after a long illness.  Never 
one to complain Brendan fought his 
illness with both bravery and dignity 
and he left behind a great legacy with 
his times at Ulster GAA as a trusted 
steward and volunteer.

The GAA community in Pomeroy and 
indeed throughout Tyrone was cast 
into mourning in early January with 
the sudden death of Christopher 
Colhoun, just hours after being 
admitted to hospital with severe 
‘flu’ symptoms.  ‘Crico’, as he was 
affectionately known, was a former 
Tyrone panellist but was better known 
for his exploits with his beloved 
Plunkett’s.  He was an integral part 
of their Ulster Intermediate Club 
Championship winning team of 2016 
and indeed scored crucial goals in 
both their semi-final victory over 
Castledawson and in the final  
against Donaghmoyne.

Another link with that ground-
breaking Down team of 1960-61 
was broken with the death in July of 
John Smith.  John wasn’t part of the 
1960 team but lined out at left-half-
back in the 1961 semi-final and final, 
replacing none other than Kevin 
Mussen, and in both games he more 
than justified his selection with solid 
performances.  Another link with 
the Mourne men’s All-Ireland roll of 
honour was broken in September with 
the passing of Pat McAlinden, who 
was a member of the 1968 panel.

We were all shocked on the evening 
of 29 May to learn of the sudden 
passing of William James Smith, Irish 
Language and Culture Officer for 
the Down County Committee.  Just 
three days earlier William James 
attended the Down v Antrim Ulster 
Championship game at Páirc Ésler 
and he seemed to be recovering well 
following recent surgery.  

William made an immense 
contribution to the GAA at club, 
divisional, county and provincial 
levels.  Quiet spoken, people listened 
when William James spoke as his 
contributions were always well 
thought through and were made 
rationally.  His heart was in his native 
Glasdrumman, located between 
the beautiful Mourne Mountains 
and the sea, and he was certainly a 
Mourne man true and true.  A former 
South Down Board Chairman and a 
Vice Chairman of the Down County 
Committee, William James also served 
as a member of the Ulster Council 
and was a member of the provincial 
Scόr Committee at the time of his 
death.  Perhaps his proudest ever 
GAA moment came in February 2017 
when young Niamh McDowell from 
his own club won All-Ireland Scór na 
nÓg honours in Solo Singing.  William 
James stood as tall as the Mourne 
Mountains that evening and rightly 
so and it was fitting that Niamh was 
amongst those who performed at this 
funeral service. 

In May, Derry and Ulster paid a sad 
farewell to that iconic footballer 
Seamus Lagan.  The Watty Graham’s 
man won All-Ireland U-21 and Minor 
Championship medals and was an 
integral part of that great St. Columb’s 
Hogan Cup winning team of 1965.  
Seamus also had the honour of 
winning three Ulster Senior football 
Championship medals in the 1970’s.  

Two great servants of hurling in Down, 
Pat Watterson (Kilclief) and Jerry 
Sheehan (Kilkeel) were also called to 
their eternal reward during the past 
year.  As well as being steeped in 
hurling the Cork native, who is father 
of Down senior hurling manager Ronan 
Sheehan, was a Scór Sinsear Tráth 
gCeist champion from 1971, the initial 
year of the competition. 
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Derry hurling and the Na Magha club 
were plunged into deep mourning 
with the tragic death of young Aodhán 
O’Donnell who had lined out for his 
county in the Christy Ring Cup just 
weeks before his untimely passing, 
while Ballygalget’s teenage hurler 
Niall O’Connor also died in tragic 
circumstances.  The sudden passing 
of young Clonduff hurler Pearse 
Branagan serves as another reminder 
that death has no respect for age and 
how fitting it was that Clonduff’s win 
in the Down Junior Championship a 
few months later was dedicated to his 
memory. There was further tragedy 
in Down when Karl Heaney from the 
John Mitchels club in Newry was 
tragically killed in a road accident en 
route from a club training session, 
while eight year old Daniel Bradley 
who also died as a result of a road 
traffic accident had strong links with 
the Glen Club in Maghera. 

Crossmaglen Rangers lost a great 
stalwart with the death of their 
lifelong volunteer, and Honorary 
President, Paddy Kindlon. So also 
did the St. John’s Club in Belfast with 
the passing of Patsy Donnelly, father 
of former Antrim County Committee 
Chair Collie.  St. Mary’s, Convoy and 
the wider Donegal GAA family lost 
a great stalwart with the sudden 
passing of Liam McConalogue.  A 
great volunteer for club and county 
his death was a tremendous shock 
to all who knew him, as was that of 
Cathal O’Reilly from Cavan who was a 
regular gateman at Ulster GAA games 
over many years. Clonduff lost a great 
stalwart in Sean Cairns, Drumaness in 
Jim Savage and Downpatrick lost two 
wonderful servants in Al Dillon and 
Oliver Morgan.

THANKS
In conclusion I wish to pay tribute 
to all my colleagues at Ulster GAA 
for their commitment and support 
throughout the year.  On a daily basis 
I deal with officials from across Ulster 
and beyond and I commend each and 
every one of these people for their 
continued dedication and support.  
In particular I thank the County 
Secretaries’ and Chairs’ from across 
the province – most of my dealings 
with counties are through you and 
I totally appreciate your advice, 
understanding and, on occasion, 
forbearance.

In April Tom Ryan succeeded Páraic 
Duffy as Ard Stiúrthóir of our great 
Association and I thank him and the 
entire staff team at Croke Park who 
are always on hand to give good 
counsel and fine wisdom  
when required.   

To succeed Páraic was going to be 
no easy task but Tom in his first nine 
months at the helm has shown that 
he will be a steady hand at the tiller.  
He has a loyal team of staff within 
the Ard Stiúrthóir’s Office and I give 
special praise to them as much of my 
Croke Park dealings are with them. 
I thank also Feargal McGill, Pat Daly, 
Alan Milton, Ger Mulryan and their 
respective staff teams and pay tribute 
also to Peter McKenna and his staff at 
Páirc An Chrócaigh Teoranta for their 
on-going help and co-operation.

I thank also my colleagues in the 
other provinces and to colleagues 
in other sporting bodies with 
whom Ulster GAA works closely.  
Your guidance and support is both 
welcome and valued.  In the summer 
Simon Moroney retired as Secretary 
of Comhairle Mumhan.  Simon and 
I go back a long way since our time 
as respective County Secretaries in 
Clare and Down and I wish him well.  
I offer my congratulations to his 
replacement Kieran Leddy and look 
forward to working with him in the 
years ahead. 

Ulster GAA owes a big debt of 
gratitude to our main and corporate 
sponsors.  In O’Neill’s International 
Sportswear we have a company who 
is recognised as being at the top of 
their industry and in their centenary 
year it was fitting that Ulster GAA 
recognised the great contribution 
that this company has made to the 
GAA by launching both the Ulster 
Championship and the Bank of Ireland 
Dr. McKenna Cup at their Strabane 
premises.  Bank of Ireland continue 
to be a loyal supporter of the Dr. 
McKenna Cup and I thank them for 
this very welcome support.

Our games are the conduit by which 
we generate revenue to support 
the development of our activities 
and none of these could take place 
without the loyal band of dedicated 
volunteers who turn out week 
after week to ensure we have the 
required number of personnel in 
place to allow these games to take 
place. I thank in particular our Chief 
Steward John Connolly, Deputy Chief 
Steward Michael McCarney, our Event 
Controllers and Designated Persons  
- it is through your efforts and those 
of your teams of volunteers that so 
many people get to see our wonderful 
games. I thank the players of club 
and county teams who give selflessly 
of their time and give us so much 
enjoyment.

Last, but by no means least, I 
thank my family and especially my 
wife Deirdre for their unstinting 
loyalty and support.  The demands 
of the job mean many evenings’ 
away from home and without their 
understanding and tolerance there is 
no way that I could give the time and 
commitment necessary to carry out 
my duties to the best of my ability.
    

On the evening of 13th November 
all gaels in Ulster were saddened to 
learn of the death of Paul McKeever.  
The Portglenone man was one 
of the province’s best refereeing 
prospects and indeed just over five 
short months earlier he had taken 
charge of the Ulster U-20 Football 
Championship match between 
Donegal and Cavan in Celtic Park.  
In his playing days he represented 
Antrim at Minor and U-21 level and 
indeed featured for his county in 
the 1997 Ulster Minor Football final 
against Tyrone.  

As the year was in its twilight hours 
news broke of the passing of Frank 
Campbell.  The Pomeroy Plunkett’s 
clubman gave a lifetime of service, 
in numerous guises, to the GAA in his 
native Tyrone over many years and we 
are all the poorer for his passing.

BRIAN MAC FHÍOBHUÍ
RÚNAÍ
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BLIAIN FALTAS CAITEACHAS FEARASHARR CAILLIUNT AR LASACHT I CLUBANNA

1951 8,978 6,156 2,821 — 3,200 394

1952 9,313 6,475 2,838 — 2,300 411

1953 9,435 6,244 3,211 — 2,550 418

1954 12,678 6,917 2,761 — 2,000 431

1955 10,205 10,237 — 32 2,900 423

1956 12,685 12,492 193 — 4,100 439

1957 11,457 11,231 126 — 3,050 488

1958 13,676 12,884 92 — 3.850 579

1959 17,077 16,613 464 — 6,650 488

1960 12,879 12,828 51 — 3,300 488

1961 14,729 13,643 1,086 — 3,800 502

1962 14,406 14,685 — 279 4,200 528

1963 16,875 16,643 240 — 4,850 557

1964 13,448 14,423 — 975 3,000 570

1965 16,998 16,337 661 — 2,800 566

1966 14,376 18,065 — 3,689 4,600 589

1967 17,055 16,879 176 — 2,300 575

1968 19,811 19,329 482 — 3,100 586

1969 23,271 22,127 1,144 — 4,500 568

1970 17,115 16,454 661 — 500 560

1971 21,357 20,556 791 — 2,700 576

1972 20,722 20,158 264 — 1,000 579

1973 31,104 27,900 3,204 — 5,000 596

1974 31,529 28,297 3,232 — 3,000 606

1975 48,890 40,600 8,290 — 10,300 601

1976 57,383 48,669 8,714 — 9,850 590

1977 55,739 40,374 15,365 — 2,400 582

1978 83,871 72,418 11,453 — 20,000 592

1979 104,154 95,772 8,383 — 30,600 592

1980 155,074 143,219 11,854 — 54,830 592

1981 119,719 127,162 — 7,443 49,600 590

1982 117,505 125,554 — 8,049 41,800 590

1983 205,966 172,797 33,167 — 67,000 590

06 AN CLÁR GLUAISEACHTA
BLIAIN FALTAS CAITEACHAS FEARASHARR CAILLIUNT AR LASACHT I CLUBANNA

1984 187,282 192,238 — 4,956 53,550 590

1985 277,765 249,728 28,037 — 47,450 590

1986 374,375 379,836 — 5,461 65,530 490

1987 448,902 313,552 14,749 — 118,600 590

1988 436,666 304,065 7,551 — 125,050 590

1989 482,148 242,471 7,277 — 132,400 590

1990 404,988 328,533 — 33,419 109,874 583

1991 361,242 254,343 — 26,931 133,830 583

1992 534,982 262,300 141,064 — 131,618 583

1993 819,605 334,295 — 376 485,686 583

1994 688,879 323,103 1,821 — 359,955 583

1995 1,063,218 463,405 1,812 — 598,000 583

1996 1,183,951 637,338 313 — 546,300 583

1997 1,437,082 797,577 255 — 639,250 583

1998 1,258,341 730,051 6,698 — 521,592 583

1999 1,496,898 871,566 29,632 — 575,700 583

2000 1,544,606 949,962 98,610 — 496,034 583

2001 1,714,158 1,053,367 374,211 — 286,680 583

2002 2,488,858 1,611,382 415,100 — 372,376 583

2003 2,775,374 1,892,146 355,265 — 482,760 583

2004 3,799,404 2,292,612 1,217,073 — 265,670 583

2005 5,155,641 3,782,754 64,021 — 1,308,866 583

2006 5,670,346 4,694,158  190,244 785,944 583

2007 5,416,051 4,605,394 -424,137 1,234,794 583

2008 7,026,153 5,770,703  264,742 990,708 583

2009 6,034,634 5,624,014 -59,396 470,016 584

2010 5,737,338 5,463,504 -55,390 329,224 584

2011  4,936,572  4,738,619  97,953 100,000 583  (restated)

2012  5,311,772  5,266,988 -109,961  154,745 583

2013 6,059,080 5,786,045 116,835 156,200 583

2014  6,532,150  5,987,468  425,167  119,515 583

2015  6,674,527  6,004,573  510,717  159,237 583

2016 6,255,602  6,581,499 -439,747  113,850 583 

2017 6,173,424 5,725,646 313,707  134,071 583
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07 COMHAIRLE ULADH OFFICERS

UACHTARAIN COMHAIRLE ULADH: 1903-2018

1903 George Martin, Aontroim

1904 – 1908 M.V. O Nolan, Tír Eoghain

1909 – 1918 Patrick Whelan, Muineachán

1919 – 1922 Seamus Dobbin, Aontroim

1923 – 1924 Bernard Fay, An Cabhán

1925 – 1931 Patrick McFadden, Aontroim 

1932 – 1934 Patrick Fearon, Ard Mhacha

1935 – 1937 Patrick McNamee, Aontroim

1938 – 1939 Rev. Fr Michael Collins, Dún na nGall

1940 – 1942 Sean O Cinneide, Dún na nGall

1943 – 1945 Patrick McNamee, Aontroim

1946 – 1948 Alfred Murray, Ard Mhacha

1949 – 1951 Seamus McFerron, Aontroim

1952 – 1954 Rev. Fr Joseph Pettit, An Dún

1955 – 1957 Seamus Gilheaney, An Cabhán

1958 – 1960 Frank O Neill, Tír Eoghain

1961 – 1963 Patrick McFlynn, An Dún

1964 – 1966 Harry Care, Dún na nGall

1967 Rev Fr Patrick McNally, Doire

1967 – 1971 Michael Feeney, Muineachán

1971 – 1974 Andrew O’Brien, An Cabhán

1974 – 1977 Malachy Mahon, Fear Manach

1977 – 1980 Con Short, Ard Mhacha

1980 – 1983 Peter Harte, Tír Eoghain

1983 – 1986 Philip Smith, An Cabhán

1986 – 1989 Peter Quinn, Fear Manach

1989 – 1992 Rev Fr Dan Gallogly, An Cabhán

1992 – 1995 Brian McLernon, Tír Eoghain

1995 – 1998 John Vesey, Fear Manach

1998 – 2001 Donal Ó Murchú, An Dún

2001 – 2004 Sean O Raghaillaigh, Ard Mhacha

2004 - 2006 Miceal O Grianán, An Cabhán

2007 - 2009 Tomas Ó Dalaigh, Dún na nGall

2010 - 2012 Aogán Ó Fearghail, An Cabhán

2013 - 2015 Mairtin Mac Aibhne, Muineachán

2016 - 2018 Micheal Ó hÓsain, Aontroim

LEAS UACHTARÁIN: 1903 – 2018

1903 M.V. O’Nolan, Tír Eoghain

1904 Charles O’Neill, Ard Mhacha

1905 John F. O’Hanlon, An Cabhán

1906 Patrick Whelan, Muineachán

1907 Cahir Healy, Fear Manach

1908 Rev. J. C. Cannon, Dún na nGall

1909 P.L. McElgun, Fear Manach

1910 M.V. O’Hanlon, Tír Eoghain

Dan Magill, Aontroim

Charles McCann, Ard Mhacha

1911 P.L. McElgunn, Fear Manach

1912 John Corrigan, Aontroim

Patrick O’Reilly, An Cabhán

1913-1914 Andy McEntee, An Cabhán

1915 Fr. J. McKee, An Dún

1916 John Corrigan, Aontroim

1917 Charles McCann, Ard Mhacha

Andy McEntee, An Cabhán

Pol MacSeain, An Cabhán

Fr. P. S. Rudden, An Cabhán

William O’Doherty, Doire

Very Rev. Dean McGlinchey, Doire

Patrick Cleary, Aontroim

1918 Very Rev. Dr. McGinley, Doire

Fr. Eardley, An Dún

Fr. W. O’Brien, Muineachán

1938 M.F. O’Doherty, Doire

1939-1940 Patrick O’Reilly, An Cabhán

1941 Peter Coleman, Tír Eoghain

1942 Patrick McFadden, Aontroim

1943 M. J. Magee, An Cabhan

1944-1945 Alf Murray, Ard Mhacha

1946-1948 Seamus Mac Fearain, Aontroim

1949-1951 Fr. Joseph Pettit, An Dún

1952-1954 Seamus Gilheaney, An Cabhán

1955-1957 Frank O’Neill, Tír Eoghain

1958-1960 Paddy Mac Floinn, An Dun

1961-1963 Harry Carey, Dún na nGall

07 1903 - 2018

LEAS UACHTARÁIN: 1903 – 2018

1964-1966 Fr. P. McNally, Doire

1967 Mick Feeney, Muineachán

1968–1971 Andrew O Brien, An Cabhán

1972-1973 Malachy Mahon, Fear Manach

1973-1977 Con Short, Ard Mhacha

1977-1979 Peter Harte, Tír Eoghain

1979-1983 Phil Smyth, An Cabhán

1983-1986 Peter Quinn, Fear Manach

1986-1989 Gene Larkin, Ard Mhacha

1989-1992 Brian McLernon, Tír Eoghain

1992-1994 John Vesey, Fear Manach

1995-1997 Dónal O Murchu, An Dún

1998-2000 Sean O Raghallaigh, Ard Mhacha

2001-2004 Miceál O Grianan, An Cabhán

2004–2006 Tomás Ó Dalaigh, Dún na nGall

2007- 2009 Aogán O Fearghail, An Cabhán

2010 - 2012 Mairtin Mac Aibhne, Muineachán

2013 - 2015 Michéal Ó hÓsain, Aontroim

2016 - 2018 Olibhear Ó Gealagáin, An Cabhán

CISTEÓIRI: 1923 – 2018

1923 Patrick McFadden, Aontroim

1925-1933 Eoin O Dufaigh, Muineachán

1934 Gearóid Mac Airt, Ard Mhacha

1935-1937 An Sag M. O Coilean, Doire

1938 Donall O Maonaigh, Muineachán

1939-1940 Sean O Cinneide, Dún na nGall

1947-1954 Padraig Mac Floinn, Doire agus An Dún

1955–1961 Annrai O’ Ciardha, Dún na nGall

1961–1962 Macartan McCormick, Muineachán

1963–1968 Aindriu O Briain, An Cabhán

1968-1971 Maeleachlainn Ó Mathuna, Fear Manach

1972-1976 Micheal Ó Feinneadha, Muineachán

1977-1980 Pilib Mac Gabhann, An Cabhán

1980-1982 Peadar Ó Cuinn, Fear Manach

1983-1986 Eoin Ó Lorcain, Ard Mhacha

1986-1994 Dónall Ó Murchú, An Dún

1995-2000 Seamus Mac Eochaidín, Doire

2001-2004 Tomás Ó Dalaigh, Dún na nGall

2004-2006 Aogán O Fearaghail, An Cabhán

2007-2009 Mairtin Mac Aibhne, Muineachán

2010 - 2012 Michéal Ó hÓsain, Aontroim

2013 - 2015 Olibhear O Gealagain, An Cabhán

2016 - 2018 Ciaran Mac Lochlainn, Tír Eoghain

RUNAITHE: 1903 – 2018

1903  L. F. O’Kane, Doire

1904-1910 George Martin, Aontroim

1911 W.P. Gilmore, Aontroim

1912 S. J. Magill, Muineachán

1913-1922 Eoin O’Duffy, Muineachán

1923-1924 Patrick McFadden, Aontroim

1925-1933 B. C. Fay, An Cabhán

1934-1976 Gearóid Mac Airt, Ard Mhacha

1976-2000 Michael Ó Feinneadha, Muineachán

2001-2016 Dónall Ó Murchú, An Dún

2017 - 2018   Brian Mac Fhíobhuí, An Dún
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1926 Armagh: Junior Football 1927 Cavan: Junior Football

1933 Cavan: Senior Football 1935 Cavan: Senior Football

1937 Cavan: Minor Football 1938 Cavan: Minor Football

1946 Down: Junior Football

1947 Cavan: Senior Football; Derry: National Football League; Tyrone: Minor Football

1948 Cavan: Senior Football, National Football League; Tyrone: Minor Football

1949 Armagh: Minor Football 1952 Cavan: Senior Football 

1956 Monaghan: Junior Football 1959 Fermanagh: Junior Football

1960 Down: Senior Football, National Football League

1961 Railway Cup Football; Down: Senior Football; Down: National Football League

1962 Down: National Football League 1963 Railway Cup Football 

1964 Railway Cup Football; Down: Junior Hurling

1965 Railway Cup Football; Derry: Minor Football; St Colum’s, Derry - Hogan Cup

1966 Railway Cup Football; Fermanagh: Vocational Schools Football

1967 St Colman’s, Newry: Hogan Cup; Antrim: Senior Camogie; Tyrone: Vocational Schools Football

1968
Down: Senior Football; Tyrone: Junior Football; Railway Cup Football; Down: National Football League; 
Derry: 
Under 21 Football; Antrim: Vocational Schools Football.

1969 Tyrone: Vocational Schools Football; Antrim: Under 21 Football

1970
Railway Cup Football; Antrim: National Hurling League Div II; Antrim: Intermediate Hurling; Tyrone: 
Vocational Schools Football.

1971 Railway Cup Football; St. Mary’s C.B.S. Belfast, Hogan Cup; Bellaghy, Club Football Champions.

1972 St Patrick’s College Cavan, Hogan Cup.

1973 Tyrone: Minor Football; Tyrone: National Football League Div II.

1975 Monaghan: National Football League Div. II; St. Colman’s Newry: Hogan Cup; Derry: Junior Hurling.

1976 Armagh: National Football League Div. III.

1977 Down: Minor Football; Cavan: National Football League Division II.

1978 Down: National Football League Division II; Antrim: B Hurling.

1979
Railway Cup Football; Armagh: National Football League Div II; Down: Under 21 Football. 
Derry: Vocational Schools Football.

1980 Railway Cup Football; Derry: Vocational Schools Football.

1981 Derry: Vocational Schools Football.

1982 Donegal: Under 21 Football; Queen’s University: Sigerson Cup; Loughgiel: Club Hurling Champions

1983 Railway Cup Football; Down: National Football League; Derry: All-Ireland Minor Football.
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1984 Railway Cup Football 1985 Monaghan: National Football League

1986 Burren: Club Football Championship; St Colman’s Newry: Hogan Cup.

1987 Down: Minor Football Championship; Donegal: U21 Football Championship. Ulster: Hurling, Railway Shield.

1988
Burren, Club Football Championship. Down: St Colman’s Newry: Hogan Cup. Tyrone: Vocational Schools 
Football.

1989 Railway Cup Football; Derry: All-Ireland Minor Football; Derry: St. Patrick’s, Maghera, Hogan Cup.

1990 St. Patrick’s, Maghera: Hogan Cup.

1991
Down: All-Ireland Senior Football; Tyrone: U21 Football Championship; Lavey: Club Football Championship; 
Railway Cup Football.

1992
Donegal: All-Ireland Senior Football. Tyrone: U21 Football Championship; Derry: National Football League; 
Railway Cup Football.

1993 Derry: All-Ireland Senior Football; St. Colman’s, Newry: Hogan Cup; Railway Cup Football

1994 Down: All-Ireland Senior Football; Railway Cup Football

1995
Derry: National Football League. St. Patrick’s, Maghera: Hogan Cup. Donegal: Vocational Schools Football; 
Down: St. Mark’s, Warrenpoint, Vocational Schools Under-16 Football; Railway Cup. 

1996
1996-Derry: National Football League. Tyrone: Junior Hurling Championship. Donegal: Vocational Schools 
Football; Fermanagh: C.F.C. Vocational Schools, Under 18 Football; St. Comhgall’s, Lisnaskea, 
Vocational Schools Under 16

1997

Crossmaglen Rangers: All- Ireland Club Football; Derry: U21 Football Championship; Monaghan: 
Junior Hurling Championship; St. Patrick’s Academy Dungannon: Hogan Cup; Patrician High School, 
Carrickmacross: All-Ireland B Colleges Football, St. Mark’s, Warrenpoint: Vocational Schools Under 16 
Football.

1998
Tyrone: Minor Football Championship. St. Colman’s College, Newry: Hogan Cup; Tyrone: Vocational Schools
Football; Railway Cup Football.

1999 Down: Minor Football Championship; Crossmaglen Rangers: All-Ireland Club Football

2000
Derry: National Football League; Tyrone: Under 21 Football; Crossmaglen Rangers: All-Ireland Club Football; 
Railway Cup Football; Fermanagh: All-Ireland “B” Football; Armagh: Junior Hurling; Armagh: All-Ireland 
Special Under 16 Hurling; Antrim: Under 16 Hurling. 

2001
Tyrone: Under 21 Football; Tyrone: Minor Football Championship; UUJ: Sigerson Cup; Monaghan: Vocational 
Schools Football; St. Joseph’s, Coalisland, Vocational Schools Under 16 Football; Donegal: National Hurling 
League Division III, Armagh: Minor, Hurling ‘C’; Armagh: Under 16 Hurling ‘C’

2002
Armagh: All-Ireland Senior Football; Derry: Minor Football Championship; Tyrone: National Football League; 
Donegal: Vocational Schools Football; Ballinderry: Club Senior Football; Antrim: Junior Hurling;  
Donegal: Minor C Hurling; Monaghan: Under 16 C Hurling

2003
Tyrone: All-Ireland Senior Football; Tyrone: National Football League; St. Patrick’s, Maghera, Hogan Cup; 
Railway Cup Football; Antrim: Under 16 ‘B’ Hurling; Donegal: Minor C Hurling; Armagh: Under 16 ‘C’ Hurling.

2004
Tyrone: Minor Football Championship; Armagh: Under 21 Football; Monaghan: Under 16 ‘C’ Hurling;  
Tyrone: Vocational Schools Football.

2005

Tyrone: All-Ireland Senior Football; Tyrone: Vocational Schools Football; Down: Minor Football 
Championship; Armagh: National Football League Division I; Monaghan: National Football League, Division 
II, St Ciaran’s, Ballygawley: Vocational Schools Under 18 Football; Our Lady’s Castleblaney: All-Ireland ‘B’ 
Colleges Football, Letterkenny IT: Trench Cup.

08 ROLL OF HONOUR
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2006

Antrim: Christy Ring; Derry: Nicky Rackard; Inniskeen: All-Ireland Intermediate Club Football; St Patrick’s, 
Maghera: All-Ireland ‘B’ Colleges Hurling, Abbey CBS: Hogan Cup, Virginia Vocational School: Vocational 
Schools Under 18 Football; St Malachy’s, Castlewellan: Vocational Schools Under 16 Football; Queens 
University: Ryan Cup, UUJ: Division 2 Hurling League; Belfast Institute: Division 2 Football League; Armagh: 
All-Ireland Under 16 ‘C’ Hurling; QuinnGroup; All-Ireland Senior InterFirms Football.

2007

Donegal: National Football League, Crossmaglen: All-Ireland Senior Football Club Championship, 
Greencastle: All-Ireland Junior Football Club Championship, Railway Cup Football; Omagh CBS: Hogan Cup; 
Tyrone: Vocational Schools Football, Virginia Vocational School: Vocational Schools Under 18 Football; St 
Columban’s, Kilkeel: Vocational Schools Under 16 Football; Queens University: Ryan Cup & Sigerson Cup; 
Ulster Council; All-Ireland Junior InterFirms Football. 

2008
Tyrone: All-Ireland Senior Football; Tyrone: Minor Football Championship; Antrim: Tommy Murphy Cup; 
St. Patrick’s Academy Dungannon: Hogan Cup; St Malachy’s, Castlewellan: Vocational Schools Under 18 
Football; UUJ: Sigerson Cup; O’Donovan Rossa: All-Ireland Senior Club Camogie Championship.

2009

Armagh: Minor Football Championship; Tyrone: Lory Meagher Cup; Railway Cup Football; Monaghan: 
Vocational Schools Football; St Malachy’s, Castlewellan: Vocational Schools Under 18 Football; St Paul’s 
Kilrea: Vocational Schools Under 16 Football; Antrim: All-Ireland Ladies Junior Football; Down: Ladies 
Football NFL Division 2; Donegal: All-Ireland Ladies Minor Football; Donaghmoyne: All-Ireland Ladies 
Football Senior Club; Loreto College Omagh: All-Ireland Ladies Football Post Primary U16; UUJ: Ryan 
Cup, UUJ: Division 2 Hurling; North Western Regional College: Division 3 Football; Belfast Met/St Mary’s: 
Division 3 Hurling League & Fergal Maher Cup; St Pius X Magherafelt: All-Ireland ‘B’ Football; Cross and 
Passion Ballycastle: All-Ireland ‘B’ Hurling. 

2010

Tyrone: Minor Football Championship; Armagh: National Football League Division 2; St Galls: All-Ireland 
Senior Football Club; Cookstown Fr Rocks: All-Ireland Intermediate Football Club; Armagh: Nicky Rackard 
Cup; Monaghan: National Hurling League Division 4; St Colmans College Newry: Hogan Cup; Holy Trinity 
College Cookstown: All-Ireland Under 16 Vocational Schools; Tyrone: All-Ireland Minor Hurling C; Ulster: 
Inter Provincial Ladies Football; Donegal: All-Ireland Intermediate Ladies Football; Antrim: All-Ireland 
Junior Camogie; Cross and Passion Ballycastle: All-Ireland ‘B’ Hurling.

2011

Donegal: National Football League Division 2; Crossmaglen Rangers: All-Ireland Senior Football Club; 
Lisnaskea Emmetts: All-Ireland Intermediate Football Club; Donegal: Lory Meagher Cup; Tyrone: National 
Hurling League Division 4; St Colmans College Newry: Hogan Cup; St Patricks Maghera: O’Keefe Cup; 
Donegal: All-Ireland Vocational Schools; Lisnaskea: All-Ireland Ladies Football Intermediate Championship, 
Sperrin Og: All-Ireland Ladies Football Junior Championship; Armagh: All-Ireland Minor B Ladies Football; 
Eoghan Rua: All-Ireland Camogie Intermediate Club Championship; Armagh: All-Ireland Junior A Camogie; 
Monaghan: All-Ireland Junior B Camogie; Armagh: All-Ireland Minor C Camogie; Down: All-Ireland Under 16 
C Camogie; Ulster Colleges: Inter Provincial Winners St Patricks Maghera: All-Ireland ‘B’ Hurling.

2012

Donegal: All-Ireland Senior Football Championship; Crossmaglen Rangers: All-Ireland Senior Football 
Club; Loughgiel Shamrocks: All-Ireland Senior Hurling Club; Ulster: Inter Provincial Football Championship; 
Armagh: Nicky Rackard Cup; Tyrone: Lory Meagher Cup; Fermanagh: National Hurling League Division 3B; 
St Mary’s CBS: O’Keefe Cup; Holy Trinity Cookstown: All-Ireland Vocational Schools Under 18; Armagh: All-
Ireland Ladies Intermediate Football; Antrim: All-Ireland Ladies Junior Football; Donaghmoyne: All-Ireland 
Ladies Football 
Senior Club; Monaghan Ladies Football National League Division 1; Loreto Omagh: All-Ireland Schools 
U20A Ladies Football Championship; Ulster Ladies: Interprovincial Football Championship; Derry: All-
Ireland Intermediate Camogie; Derry: National Camogie League Div 2; Eoghan Rua: All-Ireland Intermediate 
Camogie Club; Down: All-Ireland Minor C Camogie; Derry: All-Ireland Minor B Camogie. 
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2013

Ulster: Inter Provincial Football Championship; Down: Christy Ring Cup; Donegal: Nicky Rackard Cup; 
Derry: Allianz League Division 2; Monaghan: Allianz League Division 3; Cookstown Fr Rocks: 
Intermediate Football Championship; Cavan Ladies: Intermediate Championship; Down Ladies: 
National League Division 3; Ulster Ladies: Inter Provincial Championship.

2014
Tyrone: Nicky Rackard Cup; Monaghan: Allianz League Division 2; Gaeil Triucha: Intermediate Football 
Championship; Kickhams Creggan: Junior Hurling Championship; Down Ladies: Intermediate Football 
Championship; Ulster Ladies: Inter Provincial Championship; Down Camogie: Junior Championship. 

2015

Tyrone: Under 21 Football Championship; Fermanagh: Lory Meagher Cup; Armagh: National Football 
League Division 3; O’Donovan Rossa: Intermediate Hurling Championship; Ulster Camogs: Inter Provincial 
Championship; Donaghmoyne Ladies: Senior Club Football Championship; Ulster Ladies: Inter Provincial 
Championship; Armagh Ladies: National Football League Division 2.

2016

Ulster: Inter Provincial Championship; Tyrone: Allianz Football League Division 2; Armagh: Allianz 
Hurling League Division 2B; Fermanagh: Allianz Hurling League Division 3B; Donegal: Under 21C Hurling 
Championship; Donaghmoyne Ladies: Senior Club Football Championship; Armagh Camogs: Division 3 
League; Ulster Ladies: Inter Provincial Championship.

2017
St. Mary’s University Belfast: Sigerson Cup; Antrim: AHL Division 2A; Donegal: AHL Division 3A; Derry: Nicky 
Rackard Cup; Fermanagh Ladies: Junior Football Championship; Tyrone: Under 17 Football Competition; 
Slaughtneil Camogs: Senior Club Championship.

2018
St Ronan’s College, Lurgan: Hogan Cup; Holy Trinity College, Cookstown: Drummond Cup; Nicky Rackard 
Cup: Donegal; AFL Division 3: Armagh; Moy Tir na nÓg: Intermediate Football Championship Tyrone Ladies: 
Intermediate Football Champion; Slaughtneil: Senior Club Camogie Championship 
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09 ULSTER SCOREBOARD 2018
2018 ULSTER GAA FOOTBALL SENIOR CHAMPIONSHIP

ROUND 1

13/05/2018 Dún na nGall 2 20 An Cabhán 1 15 Mac Cumhaill Park

QUARTER FINALS

19/05/2018 Fear Manach 0 12 Ard Mhacha 0 07 Brewster Park

20/05/2018 Tír Eoghain 1 16 Muineachán 1 18 Healy Park

26/05/2018 An Dún 1 18 Aontroim 0 14 Páirc Esler

27/05/2018 Doire 0 16 Dún na nGall 2 16 Celtic Park

SEMI FINALS

03/06/2018 Fear Manach 1 08 Muineachán 0 10 Healy Park

10/06/2018 An Dún 1 12 Dún na nGall 2 22 Clones

FINAL

24/06/2018 Dún na nGall 2 18 Fear Manach 0 12 Clones

2018 GAA FOOTBALL ALL-IRELAND SENIOR CHAMPIONSHIP

QUALIFIERS ROUND 1

09/06/2018 Doire 2 14 Cill Dara 2 22 Owenbeg

09/06/2018 An Mhí 0 19 Tír Eoghain 2 14 AET Páirc Tailteann

09/06/2018 Uíbh Fhailí 2 20 Aontroim 1 15 Bord na Mona O'Connor Park

09/06/2018 Cill Mhantáin 1 05 An Cabhán 2 16 Joule Park

09/06/2018 An Iarmhí 1 11 Ard Mhacha 3 16 TEG Cusack Park

QUALIFIERS ROUND 2

23/06/2018 Port Láirge 0 09 Muineachán 5 21 Fraher Field

23/06/2018 Ceatharlach 1 10 Tír Eoghain 3 14 Netwatch Cullen Park

23/06/2018 An Cabhán 1 14 An Dún 0 15 Brewster Park

23/06/2018 Sligeach 1 13 Ard Mhacha 1 19 Markievicz Park

QUALIFIERS ROUND 3

30/06/2018 Liatroim 0 09 Muineachán 1 19 Páirc Seán Mac Diarmada

30/06/2018 Ard Mhacha 2 16 An Clár 1 15 Athletic Grounds

30/06/2018 An Cabhán 1 12 Tír Eoghain 0 18 Brewster Park

QUALIFIERS ROUND 4

07/07/2018 Ros Comáin 2 22 Ard Mhacha 1 19 O'Moore Park

07/07/2018 Corcaigh 0 13 Tír Eoghain 3 20 O'Moore Park

07/07/2018 Fear Manach 0 18 Cill Dara 3 20 Páirc Tailteann

08/07/2018 Laois 1 11 Muineachán 0 19 Páirc Tailteann

QUARTER FINALS

GROUP 1

14/07/2018 Tír Eoghain 4 24 Ros Comáin 2 12 Páirc an Chrócaigh

14/07/2018 Dún na nGall 0 16 Baile Átha Cliath 2 15 Páirc an Chrócaigh

21/07/2018 Ros Comáin 0 13 Dún na nGall 0 20 Hyde Park

21/07/2018 Tír Eoghain 0 14 Baile Átha Cliath 1 14 Healy Park

05/08/2018 Dún na nGall 1 13 Tír Eoghain 2 17 Ballybofey

GROUP 2

15/07/2018 Cill Dara 1 11 Muineachán 0 15 Páirc an Chrócaigh

22/07/2018 Muineachán 1 17 Ciarraí 1 17 Clones

04/08/2018 Gaillimh 0 08 Muineachán 0 16 Pearse Stadium

SEMI FINAL

12/08/2018 Muineachán 0 15 Tír Eoghain 1 13 Páirc an Chrócaigh

FINAL

02/09/2018 Baile Átha Cliath 2 17 Tír Eoghain 1 14 Páirc an Chrócaigh
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09 
2018 ALLIANZ NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE

DIVISION 2 FINAL

01/04/2018 Ros Comáin 4 16 An Cabhán 4 12 Páirc an Chrócaigh

DIVISION 3 FINAL

31/03/2018 Ard Mhacha 1 16 Fear Manach 0 17 Páirc an Chrócaigh

2018 BANK OF IRELAND DR MCKENNA CUP

ROUND 1

03/01/2018 Doire 2 14 Ollscoil Uladh 3 10 Celtic Park

03/01/2018 Tír Eoghain 4 20 Aontroim 2 11 Athletic Grounds

03/01/2018 Dún na nGall 2 15 Ollscoil na Banríona 0 06 Mac Cumhaill Park

03/01/2018 An Cabhán 0 15 Ollscoile Naomh Muire 0 12 Breffni Park 3G

03/01/2018 Fear Manach 2 11 Muineachán 0 12 Brewster Park

03/01/2018 An Dún 0 13 Ard Mhacha 2 12 Páirc Esler

ROUND 2

07/01/2018 Tír Eoghain 1 16 Ollscoile Naomh Muire 1 11 Coalisland

07/01/2018 Aontroim 4 10 An Cabhán 2 14 Woodlands 4G

07/01/2018 Fear Manach 1 10 Ollscoil na Banríona 1 09 Brewster Park

14/01/2018 Muineachán 0 19 Dún na nGall 4 17 Clones

14/01/2018 An Dún 1 14 Ollscoil Uladh 0 09 Burren

14/01/2018 Ard Mhacha 1 15 Doire 0 13 Athletic Grounds

ROUND 3

10/01/2018 Doire 1 14 An Dún 2 10 Celtic Park

10/01/2018 Ard Mhacha 0 12 Ollscoil Uladh 1 09 Athletic Grounds

10/01/2018 An Cabhán 0 07 Tír Eoghain 2 22 Kingspan Breffni

10/01/2018 Dún na nGall 1 10 Fear Manach 1 13 MacCumhaill Park

10/01/2018 Muineachán 2 14 Ollscoil na Banríona 0 06 Castleblayney

10/01/2018 Aontroim 0 15 Ollscoile Naomh Muire 4 08 Woodlands 4G

SEMI FINALS

14/01/2018 Fear Manach 0 04 Tír Eoghain 0 08 Brewster Park

20/01/2018 Dún na nGall 0 20 Ard Mhacha 1 10 Celtic Park

FINAL

17/02/2018 Dún na nGall 1 16 Tír Eoghain 1 12 Athletic Grounds

2018 BANK OF IRELAND CONOR McGURK CUP
ROUND 1

17/12/2017 Tír Eoghain 1 22 Ollscoil Uladh 2 17 Upper Malone QUB

17/12/2017 Dún na nGall 1 20 Ollscoil na Banríona 1 15 Upper Malone QUB

ROUND 2

02/01/2018 An Dún 1 03 Ollscoil na Banríona 1 11 Upper Malone QUB

02/01/2018 Aontroim 1 18 Ollscoil Uladh 2 07 Upper Malone QUB

ROUND 3

06/01/2018 An Dún 5 22 Dún na nGall 1 13 Upper Malone QUB

06/01/2018 Aontroim 0 14 Tír Eoghain 0 14 Upper Malone QUB

FINAL

13/01/2018 Aontroim 3 26 An Dún 1 14 Dub Arena QUB

2018 ALLIANZ NATIONAL HURLING LEAGUE
DIVISION 2B FINAL

18/03/2018 An Dún 0 14 Maigh Eo 1 15 Kingspan Breffni Park

2018 GAA HURLING JOE McDONAGH CUP

GROUP STAGE

05/05/2018 An Mhí 2 18 Aontroim 5 25 Páirc Tailteann

12/05/2018 Aontroim 2 16 Ceatharlach 0 19 Corrigan Park

19/05/2018 Aontroim 1 19 Laois 1 20 Dunloy

02/06/2018 An Iarmhí 2 19 Aontroim 1 20 TEG Cusack Park

09/06/2018 Aontroim 1 20 Ciarraí 2 21 Cushendall

PROMOTION/RELEGATION PLAYOFF

30/06/2018 Aontroim 3 23 Cill Dara 1 17 Athletic Grounds

2018 GAA HURLING CHRISTY RING CUP

GROUP STAGE

12/05/2018 Doire 1 18 Londain 1 20 Ballinascreen

12/05/2018 An Dún 6 21 Ard Mhacha 0 11 Ballycran

19/05/2018 Ard Mhacha 1 14 Doire 2 30 Athletic Grounds

20/05/2018 Londain 1 23 An Dún 2 22 Ruislip

02/06/2018 Doire 1 29 An Dún 2 19 Maghera

02/06/2018 Armagh 0 11 Londain 4 27 Athletic Grounds

SEMI FINAL

10/06/2018 Cill Dara 3 18 Doire 2 13 Inniskeen
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09 
2018 GAA HURLING NICKY RACKARD CUP

GROUP STAGE

GROUP 1

12/05/2018 Muineachán 4 19 Longfort 2 11 Inniskeen

19/05/2018 Warwickshire 1 21 Muineachán 3 11 Solihull

02/06/2018 An Lú 0 18 Muineachán 0 18 Dowdallshill

GROUP 2

12/05/2018 Tír Eoghain 1 12 Dún na nGall 1 26 Killyclogher

19/05/2018 Dún na nGall 2 28 Liatroim 2 08 Letterkenny

02/06/2018 Liatroim 2 14 Tír Eoghain 2 25 Páirc Seán  
Mac Diarmada

SEMI FINAL

09/06/2018 Warwickshire 1 25 Tír Eoghain 1 14 Dowdallshill

09/06/2018 Dún na nGall 4 22 Muineachán 1 10 Owenbeg

FINAL

23/06/2018 Dún na nGall 2 19 Warwickshire 0 18 Páirc an Chrócaigh

2018 GAA HURLING LORY MEAGHER CUP

GROUP STAGE

19/05/2018 Fear Manach 1 19 An Cabhán 2 16 Brewster Park

26/05/2018 Sligeach 0 20 Fear Manach 1 13 Tourlestrane

26/05/2018 An Cabhán 3 09 Lancashire 2 24 Ballyconnell

09/06/2018 Fear Manach 0 10 Lancashire 1 19 Brewster Park

09/06/2018 Sligeach 0 15 An Cabhán 4 15 Markievicz Park

2018 ULSTER GAA FOOTBALL U20 CHAMPIONSHIP
ROUND 1

27/05/2018 Dún na nGall 2 21 An Cabhán 0 10 Celtic Park

QUARTER FINALS

25/05/2018 Fear Manach 0 10 Ard Mhacha 2 14 Brewster Park

25/05/2018 Tír Eoghain 0 17 Muineachán 2 08 Healy Park

26/05/2018 An Dún 4 15 Aontroim 3 13 Páirc Esler

03/06/2018 Doire 0 16 Dún na nGall 2 09 Healy Park

SEMI FINALS

08/06/2018 Ard Mhacha 2 22 Tír Eoghain 0 24 
AET Athletic Grounds

10/06/2018 An Dún 2 15 Doire 2 17 Clones

FINAL

24/06/2018 Ard Mhacha 0 14 Doire 2 15 Clones

2018 EIRGRID GAA FOOTBALL U20 CHAMPIONSHIP

SEMI FINAL

14/07/2018 Doire 2 11 Maigh Eo 2 14 Páirc Seán  
Mac Diarmada
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09 
2018 ULSTER GAA FOOTBALL MINOR CHAMPIONSHIP

PRELIMINARY ROUND

21/04/2018 Doire 2 14 Muineachán 2 13 AET Celtic Park

ROUND 1

28/04/2018 Dún na nGall 1 10 Tír Eoghain 5 12 Mac Cumhaill Park

28/04/2018 Aontroim 0 08 Fear Manach 2 08 Corrigan Park

28/04/2018 An Dún 0 11 Ard Mhacha 0 08 AET Páirc Esler

28/04/2018 An Cabhán 0 18 Doire 1 14 AET Kingscourt

QUALIFIERS ROUND 1

05/05/2018 Aontroim 0 07 Muineachán 3 12 Corrigan Park

ROUND 2

12/05/2018 An Dún 0 09 Tír Eoghain 2 11 Páirc Esler

12/05/2018 Fear Manach 1 07 An Cabhán 2 09 Brewster Park

QUALIFIERS ROUND 2

12/05/2018 Ard Mhacha 1 05 Doire 3 12 Athletic Grounds

13/05/2018 Dún na nGall 1 10 Muineachán 1 12 Mac Cumhaill Park

QUALIFIERS ROUND 3

20/05/2018 Fear Manach 0 05 Doire 2 11 Athletic Grounds

20/05/2018 An Dún 1 16 Muineachán 1 20 AET Healy Park

SEMI FINALS

01/07/2018 An Cabhán 2 04 Muineachán 2 16 Athletic Grounds

01/07/2018 Doire 2 10 Tír Eoghain 1 08 Athletic Grounds

FINAL

13/07/2018 Doire 0 09 Muineachán 1 09 Athletic Grounds

2018 ELECTRIC IRELAND GAA FOOTBALL MINOR CHAMPIONSHIP

QUARTER FINALS

28/07/2018 Doire 1 10 An Mhí 1 15 Athletic Grounds

28/07/2018 Muineachán 2 11 Cill Dara 0 08 TEG Cusack Park

SEMI FINAL

12/08/2018 Muineachán 2 11 Ciarraí 1 16 Páirc an Chrócaigh

2018 ULSTER GAA FOOTBALL MINOR LEAGUE

ROUND 1

21/03/2018 Fear Manach 3 09 Doire 1 14 Derrygonnelly

31/03/2018 Aontroim 0 06 Dún na nGall 1 13 Dunsilly

ROUND 2

10/03/2018 An Dún 1 14 An Cabhán 1 10 Clonduff

10/03/2018 Dún na nGall 2 08 Tír Eoghain 0 13 Ballyshannon

10/03/2018 Ard Mhacha 0 06 Muineachán 0 12 Silverbridge

10/03/2018 Doire 4 20 Aontroim 0 08 Celtic Park

ROUND 3

16/03/2018 Tír Eoghain 2 09 Doire 2 09 Garvaghey 4G

03/04/2018 Fear Manach 2 10 Aontroim 4 06 Bawnacre 4G

21/03/2018 Ard Mhacha 4 06 An Dún 1 10 Abbey CBS 4G

21/03/2018 Muineachán 0 10 An Cabhán 0 04 Inniskeen

ROUND 4

24/03/2018 Aontroim 0 11 Tír Eoghain 1 11 Dunsilly

24/03/2018 Dún na nGall 2 17 Fear Manach 1 09 MacCumhaill Park

24/03/2018 An Cabhán 0 07 Ard Mhacha 2 11 Crosskeys

24/03/2018 Muineachán 1 09 An Dún 1 10 Inniskeen

ROUND 5 

28/03/2018 Tír Eoghain 2 11 Fear Manach 1 05 Garvaghey

28/03/2018 Doire 1 13 Dún na nGall 0 18 Celtic Park

MINOR FOOTBALL LEAGUE SHIELD

SEMI FINALS

07/04/2018 Doire 2 11 An Cabhán 0 13 Celtic Park

07/04/2018 An Dún 3 18 Aontroim 0 07 Páirc Esler

FINAL

14/04/2018 Doire 2 08 An Dún 3 08 AET Dunsilly

JIM MCGUIGAN CUP

SEMI FINALS

07/04/2018 Muineachán 3 11 Tír Eoghain 1 09 Inniskeen

07/04/2018 Dún na nGall 0 13 Ard Mhacha 1 05 Ballybofey

FINAL

14/04/2018 Dún na nGall 1 12 Muineachán 2 21 Drumragh
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09 
2018 BANK OF IRELAND CELTIC CHALLENGE

GROUP F

02/05/2018 Muineachán 5 12 An Lú 3 11 Cloghan

06/05/2018 Muineachán W/O An Longfort DNF

09/05/2018 An Cabhán 0 08 An Lú 1 11 Cúchulainn’s GAA

16/05/2018 An Longfort 3 10 An Cabhán 3 11 Edgeworthstown

16/05/2018 Liatroim 4 15 Muineachán 3 14 Ballyconnell

23/05/2018 An Cabhán 5 16 Muineachán 2 07 Kingspan Breffni 3G

30/05/2018 Liatroim 3 19 An Cabhán 2 04 Ballyconnell

GROUP G

09/05/2018 Dún na nGall 1 06 Sligeach 1 18 Ballyshannon

26/05/2018 Dún na nGall 0 10 Gaillimh Tribesmen 3 16 Connacht GAA Centre

30/05/2018 Dún na nGall 1 18 Ros Comáin 4 17 Connacht GAA Centre

06/06/2018 Maigh Eo 1 10 Dún na nGall 5 18 Connacht GAA Centre

GROUP H

11/03/2018 An Dún 6 22 Ard Mhacha 0 02 Portaferry

11/03/2018 Doire 2 21 Fear Manach 2 06 Owenbeg

11/03/2018 Aontroim 3 13 Tír Eoghain 2 11 Dunsilly

25/03/2018 Aontroim 3 17 Ard Mhacha 1 10 St Colman's Newry 4G

25/03/2018 Doire 2 13 An Dún 4 10 Owenbeg

25/03/2018 Tír Eoghain 4 17 Fear Manach 1 09 Garvaghey

03/04/2018 Fear Manach 2 10 Ard Mhacha 2 10 Bawnacre 4G

03/04/2018 An Dún 2 09 Aontroim 0 06 Upper Malone QUB

05/04/2018 Tír Eoghain 1 05 Doire 1 09 MUSA

08/04/2018 Aontroim 8 20 Fear Manach 0 07 MUSA

08/04/2018 Ard Mhacha 0 07 Doire 4 12 MUSA

08/04/2018 An Dún 2 16 Tír Eoghain 1 18 Woodlands

15/04/2018 Fear Manach 2 08 An Dún 4 13 Bawnacre 4G

15/04/2018 Aontroim 2 05 Doire 2 10 UU Jordanstown

15/04/2018 Ard Mhacha 3 13 Tír Eoghain 1 06 St Colman's Newry 4G

CORN WILLIAM ROBINSON (DIVISION 3)

QUARTER FINALS

16/06/2018 Doire 2 21 An Mhí 3 07 Inniskeen

16/06/2018 An Dún DNF Cill Mhantáin W/O –

SEMI FINAL

23/06/2018 Doire 3 21 Cill Mhantáin 2 11 Inniskeen

FINAL

30/06/2018 Doire 2 18 Gaillimh Tribesmen 3 12 Bord na Mona  
O'Connor Park

CORN JEROME O’LEARY (DIVISION 4)

QUARTER FINALS

16/06/2018 Tír Eoghain 2 11 Ros Comáin 1 10 Sligo GAA Centre  
of Excellence

16/06/2018 An Iarmhí 0 07 Ard Mhacha 3 09 TEG Cusack Park

16/06/2018 Aontroim 2 09 Cill Dara 1 07 Darver

SEMI FINALS

23/06/2018 Aontroim 2 27 Tír Eoghain 3 15 Davitt Park

23/06/2018 Ard Mhacha 2 13 Laois 5 09 Abbotstown

FINAL

30/06/2018 Laois 4 12 Aontroim 3 10 Bord na Mona  
O'Connor Park

CORN MICHAEL FEERY (DIVISION 5)

PRELIMINARY ROUND

13/06/2018 Dún na nGall 2 17 Longfort 0 04 Sligo GAA Centre  
of Excellence

QUARTER FINALS

16/06/2018 An Cabhán 1 07 Maigh Eo 5 11 Páirc Seán Mac  
Diarmada

16/06/2018 Dún na nGall 2 15 Liatroim 1 08 Páirc Seán Mac  
Diarmada

16/06/2018 An Lú 2 08 Fear Manach 3 13 Darver

16/06/2018 Muineachán 4 09 Sligeach 2 20 Páirc Seán Mac  
Diarmada

SEMI FINAL

23/06/2018 Fear Manach 2 05 Dún na nGall 4 13 Davitt Park

FINAL

30/06/2018 Sligeach 3 12 Dún na nGall 2 08 Bord na Mona  
O'Connor Park
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09 
2018 ULSTER GAA U16 BUNCRANA CUP

ROUND 1

13/03/2018 Tír Eoghain 5 18 Fear Manach 0 05 Garvaghey

31/03/2018 Dún na nGall 1 10 Ard Mhacha 0 03 Letterkenny

04/04/2018 An Cabhán 1 07 Aontroim 0 07 Kingspan Breffni 3G

ROUND 2

10/03/2018 Fear Manach 1 08 Muineachán 1 11 Lissan

10/03/2018 Aontroim 2 04 Doire 0 06 Dunsilly

10/03/2018 Ard Mhacha 1 01 An Dún 1 12 Silverbridge

ROUND 3

24/03/2018 Doire 5 16 An Cabhán 1 13 Owenbeg 4G

24/03/2018 Muineachán 0 16 Tír Eoghain 0 16 Inniskeen

24/03/2018 An Dún 2 02 Dún na nGall 0 22 Saval

SEMI FINALS

21/04/2018 Tír Eoghain 6 19 Doire 0 06 Healy Park

21/04/2018 Dún na nGall 4 10 Muineachán 0 08 Letterkenny

FINAL

06/05/2018 Dún na nGall 1 12 Tír Eoghain 1 11 Buncrana

2018 ULSTER GAA U15 BRIAN MCLERNON CUP

ROUND 1

19/05/2018 Doire 7 15 Aontroim 0 05 Magherafelt

19/05/2018 Ard Mhacha 4 11 Muineachán 2 15 Crossmaglen

19/05/2018 Dún na nGall Gold 2 13 Fermanagh 1 08 Mac Cumhaill Park

19/05/2018 An Dún 3 09 An Cabhán 4 09 Saval

19/05/2018 Tír Eoghain Red 3 28 Dún na nGall Green 3 08 Garvaghey

ROUND 2

26/05/2018 An Dún 3 17 Dún na nGall Gold 1 04 Saval

26/05/2018 Muineachán 5 10 Tír Eoghain White 1 04 Monaghan Harps

26/05/2018 Dún na nGall Green 1 11 Doire 8 22 Ballybofey

26/05/2018 Aontroim 3 08 Tír Eoghain Red 4 08 Glenravel

26/05/2018 Fear Manach 2 03 An Cabhán 5 17 Kinawley

ROUND 3

02/06/2018 Fear Manach 0 07 An Dún 4 14 Kinawley

02/06/2018 Dún na nGall Green 1 10 Aontroim 6 10 Ballyshannon

02/06/2018 An Cabhán 7 13 Dún na nGall Gold 0 10 Drumlane

02/06/2018 Tír Eoghain White 2 16 Ard Mhacha 2 08 Garvaghey

02/06/2018 Doire 1 18 Tír Eoghain Red 3 11 Celtic Park

SEMI FINALS

23/06/2018
Tír Eoghain Red 0 11 An Cabhán 7 13 Garvaghey

Doire W/O Muineachán DNF

FINAL

07/07/2018 Doire 2 15 An Cabhán 2 11 Derrylaughan

2018 ULSTER GAA FOOTBALL SENIOR CLUB LEAGUE

FINAL

25/03/2018
Eoghan Rua Coleraine 3 14 Dromore 2 14 Strabane

(Doire) (Tír Eoghain)

2018 ULSTER GAA FOOTBALL INTERMEDIATE CLUB LEAGUE

FINAL

25/03/2018
Laragh United 1 18 Stewartstown 1 17 AET Emyvale

(An Cabhán) (Tír Eoghain)
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09 
2018 AIB ULSTER GAA FOOTBALL SENIOR CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP

ROUND 1

21/10/2018 Scotstown 2 17 Derrygonnelly 1 11 Clones

QUARTER FINALS

03/11/2018 Crossmaglen 0 12 Coalisland 0 10 Athletic Grounds

04/11/2018 Castlerahan 0 11 Eoghan Rua 2 11 Kingscourt

04/11/2018 Burren 0 10 Scotstown 0 13 Páirc Esler

04/11/2018 Cargin 1 13 Gaoth Dobhair 3 11 Corrigan Park

SEMI FINALS

18/11/2018 Eoghan Rua 2 10 Scotstown 1 14 Healy Park

18/11/2018 Crossmaglen 0 16 Gaoth Dobhair 4 11 Healy Park

FINAL

02/12/2018 Gaoth Dobhair 0 13 Scotstown 0 12 Healy Park

2018 AIB ULSTER GAA FOOTBALL INTERMEDIATE CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP

ROUND 1

20/10/2018 Banagher 2 11 Belnaleck 0 09 Owenbeg

QUARTER FINALS

03/11/2018 Mullahoran 3 13 Bredagh 2 11 AET Cootehill

03/11/2018 St Peter’s 2 13 Tattyreagh 3 11 Athletic Grounds

04/11/2018 Naomh Éanna 2 15 Doohamlet 3 05 Corrigan Park

04/11/2018 Glenfin 0 08 Banagher 2 13 Ballybofey

SEMI FINALS

17/11/2018 Banagher 0 19 Mullahoran 1 16 AET Athletic Grounds

* Mullahoran win 5-3 in Free Taking Competition

17/11/2018 Naomh Éanna 0 13 Tattyreagh 1 08 Athletic Grounds

FINAL

01/12/2018 Naomh Éanna 2 11 Mullahoran 1 10 Athletic Grounds

2018 AIB ULSTER GAA FOOTBALL JUNIOR CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP

ROUND 1

13/10/2018 Drumlane 3 07 Emyvale 5 13 Ballyconnell

QUARTER FINALS

20/10/2018 Limavady 2 09 Teconnaught 0 11 Owenbeg

20/10/2018 Keady 2 10 Aghadrumsee 1 15 Athletic Grounds

21/10/2018 Emyvale 2 15 Newtownstewart 1 09 Clones

28/10/2018 Con Magee’s 0 08 Red Hugh’s 3 08 Portglenone

SEMI FINALS

04/11/2018 Emyvale 0 12 Red Hugh’s 1 13 Healy Park

04/11/2018 Aghadrumsee 1 09 Limavady 1 13 Healy Park

FINAL

17/11/2018 Red Hugh’s 1 11 Limavady 1 09 Celtic Park

2018 AIB ULSTER GAA HURLING SENIOR CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP

SEMI FINAL

28/10/2018 Ballycran 4 15 Slaughtneil 1 14 Corrigan Park

FINAL

11/11/2018 Cushendall 1 15 Ballycran 0 10 Athletic Grounds

2018 AIB ULSTER GAA HURLING INTERMEDIATE CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP

QUARTER FINALS

14/10/2018 Lisbellaw 1 16 St Gall’s 2 19 Brewster Park

14/10/2018 Eoghain Ruadh 1 10 Keady 0 15 O’Neill Park Dungannon

SEMI FINALS

28/10/2018 Swatragh 2 20 St Gall’s 3 22 AET Owenbeg

28/10/2018 Keady 3 14 Liatroim 0 12 Corrigan Park

FINAL

11/11/2018 St Gall’s 2 12 Keady 0 11 Páirc Esler
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09 
2018 AIB ULSTER GAA HURLING JUNIOR CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP

QUARTER FINALS

14/10/2018 Naomh Colum Cille 0 06 Clonduff 2 14 Brocagh

14/10/2018 Burt 0 12 Castleblayney 4 09 Letterkenny

14/10/2018 Cushendun 2 16 Na Magha 0 10 Ballymena

20/10/2018 Mullahoran 1 08 Sean Treacy’s 0 13 Ballyconnell

SEMI FINALS

28/10/2018 Castleblayney 2 14 Clonduff 3 07 Crossmaglen

28/10/2018 Cushendun 2 23 Sean Treacy’s 1 10 Owenbeg

FINAL

11/11/2018 Castleblayney 1 14 Cushendun 0 16 Athletic Grounds
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Tá bliain eile imithe thart  
agus is mór an ónoir agus 
pribhleid domhsa mar 
Cathoirleach Coiste Éiteachta 
Uladh an thuarscail seo a 
bhronnadh ar Chomhdhail 
Bhliantúil Comhairle Uladh 
2019 anocht i gContae An 
Cabhán.

INTRODUCTION
The year past had proved to be 
the busiest to date for your Coiste 
Éisteachta. We have been presented 
with a varied collection of cases, 
some inter-linked and some singular, 
each demanding, entitled to and 
receiving highest standards of 
consideration and objectivity from 
a very dedicated and willing group 
of volunteers. These cases cover 
both appeals and match hearings, 
originating in all of the nine Counties, 
Comhairle Uladh CCC together with 
cases from Ulster Schools activities. 

The figures shown below give only 
a stark numerical vista of our work. 
They cannot reflect the individual  
and varied complexities attending  
the cases. The cases that come 
before us, particularly with regard  
to appeals, require the most detailed 
of objective consideration and 
deliberation. This is the absolute 
right, specified in rule, of those who 
seek recourse to our adjudication  
and interlocutory systems.  
 
This Province has, and is fortunate,  
in the ongoing succession of County 
representatives members who give  
so generously of their time, dedication 
and experience to fulfilling the demands 
of membership of this Coiste. 

CASELOAD
Total Cases: 81
Appeals: 37 
Hearings: 44
Central Appeals: 4
DRA: 3
Meetings: 28

Appeals continue to dominate 
our caseload, with hearings being 
seasonal at the start and end of the 
year with the Dr McKenna Cup, U20 
and Club Championships. Included 
in the figures are those cases which 
were later taken to the Central 
Appeals Committee. 

This requires additional work in 
the preparation of a defence and 
presentation in Croke Park. The  
CAC does not always agree with  
our decisions and matters have  
been referred back for reprocessing.  
While we may not agree, we respect 
the right of the CAC to come to their 
conclusions. We also respect the 
right, and facilitate this right, of  
units and members to challenge  
our decisions. 

This year we had 3 cases which were 
the subject of DRA Tribunal appeals. 
Each of the cases confirmed the 
decisions taken by Coiste Éisteachta 
Uladh. We maintain the position that 
the primary case is ultimately for 
resolution between the Appellant  
and the original Decision Maker as 
ours is a technical role in regard to 
the adherence to procedural rule. 

However each case does require 
substantial work in the review of 
documents submitted to the DRA, 
preparation of our own submissions 
and attendance at the actual 
hearings themselves.

such demands are great and 
continuous upon this Coiste, which I 
respectfully consider, to be the most 
consistently active of the Provincial 
Sub-committees. During the course 
of 2018 we have met as a committee 
upon 28 occasions with another 
meeting now having to be scheduled. 

As I write this report, a request for 
a hearing, within four days has just 
been received. In dealing with the 
variety of cases and meeting the 
particular requirements of the parties 
involved – availability of both sides 
and time constraints – the members 
continue to provide the highest levels 
of flexibility and commitment.  
 
We have met on various days of the 
week to progress cases. As I have 
intimated above, we are always 
conscious of the right of any party 
to take a case further subsequent 
to our decision and we ensure that 
ongoing time constraints are taken 
cognisance of, in hearing cases. 
During the course of the year we 
availed of the excellent facilities 
developed by Monaghan and Tyrone 
and I express our thanks to the two 
County Boards for facilitating us.

REVIEW
I would like to take this opportunity 
to review and highlight a number 
of areas which have come to our 
attention during the course of 
the year and in essence not just 
particularly relevant to 2018, as I 
have referred to them previously. I 
am aware that these are not matters 
that are not readily solvable tonight 
but hope some may be for future 
consideration.

10 TUARASCÁIL COISTE ÉISTEACHTA

1.  
RULES AND PROCEDURES:
It is becoming increasingly obvious 
to us that there is a great lack of 
knowledge and experience with 
regard to our rules and procedures. 
Many of our Club units do not appear 
to have a copy of the current rule 
book. I would refer you to Riail 3.1 
(b),Page 16 T.O. 2018. While the 
internet is excellent for reference 
it cannot be a substitute for what 
is stipulated in the first line of this 
rule....”A Club shall be obliged to 
obtain a current copy........” 
 
And this is not only relevant at 
Club level. We had a representative 
on behalf of a County Hearings 
Committee defending a decision who 
did not have a current rule book or 
the latest edition of An Lamhleabhar 
Smachta. County or Club Teams 
would not train without a variety 
of equipment. Yet decision makers 
are not provided with, or obtain the 
current rule books and handbooks, 
which are readily available, as they 
seek to deal with their caseloads.

2.  
EDUCATION:
Simply providing rulebooks will 
not solve the issues of knowledge 
and experience. There needs to 
be an active and ongoing system 
of disseminating knowledge to 
club officers in a practical and 
comprehensible manner. Club Officer 
Seminars are indeed held but I am 
not aware that the content provides 
any real information in regard to the 
Rulebook, Appeals or Disciplinary 
Hearings.

And this also needs to be extended 
to those who deal with disciplinary 
matters at County level though CCCs 
and Hearings Committees.
There has been no great uptake to 
offers of meetings in this regard.
I would not see these merely as 
instructional sessions but importantly 
as an opportunity to discuss common 
approaches to cases. To also learn 
from each other’s experiences and 
knowledge. Hopefully this can be 
advanced in the coming year.

3.  
AN TREORAÍ OIFÍGIÚIL 
A frequent comment that is made 
to us, is that the rulebook is too 
complicated for ordinary club people. 
I can concur with this sentiment. 
Frequent changes in club officials 
can create a lack of knowledge and 
experience.

Members find the layout of the 
rulebook confusing and overly 
complex.
It may be time now for an in-depth 
review of the rulebook to make its 
presentation more accessible for 
easier understanding by the general 
membership of the Association.

4.  
PERCEPTION OF BIAS:
This is an issue which has come 
sharply into vogue from the inception 
of the DRA.

It necessitates the withdrawal 
from cases by members who may 
have a connection to the matter in 
hand. Such connections include the 
participating teams, the referee, the 
next team(s) in a championship and 
linesmen. This can be a minimum of 
4 to a possible 7 members having to 
withdraw on a case.

It is a necessity but could be 
mitigated if all match officials were 
from the one County.The Rúnaí is 
faced with calculating who can sit  
on a case and on a night with multiple 
cases creating a rota system.  
 
And this is of course providing we  
are aware of all the County origins  
of match officials in advance.
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10 
5.  
REFEREES:
On occasions we do not agree with 
a referee’s decision. I would ask 
referees not to take this as a slight 
or a criticism. We are fulfilling the 
function delegated to us, to review 
matters where so requested, in 
accordance with rule. We have the 
benefits of time, video plus peace  
and quiet in which to make our 
decisions. Factors not available  
to a referee.

If referees do have an issue or query 
they can refer the matter through the 
Referees Committee to whom we will 
always be available. With regard to 
their reports, which are the primary 
documents, may I ask referees to be 
specific in regard to an infraction? 

If you consulted with a match official, 
not having witnessed the incident 
personally, please say so in your 
report. Please be specific in regard  
to the infraction. If a red card is issued 
for striking with the hand, then say 
so. We have noted a number of recent 
reports where the rule was quoted 
containing more than one type of 
infraction. The player is entitled to 
and we need to know exactly the 
reason for the sending off.

6.  
PROCEDURES:
As I have said above, cases come 
to us from throughout the province, 
counties, schools and our own CCC. 

Upon receipt of the initial 
documentation, our Rúnaí Sean 
McKenna, immediately notifies the 
relevant body through its Rúnaí. In the 
majority of cases this will be County 
or Club Secretary, for onward transfer. 

Rule requires that all relevant 
documentation, be it minutes, 
referees reports or any supporting 
documentation be forwarded 
immediately to us. This is not  
always the case and Sean frequently 
has to issue reminders for this to  
be done. And it is still not always  
a matter of compliance.

It is essential that all and not just 
partial documentation is forwarded 
and presented in order that the case 
be fully and properly considered.  
All parties are entitled to full and 
proper disclosure of information.  
We are in technical territory here  
and there must be adherence to  
such technicalities.

7.  
HEARINGS AND APPEALS  
IN GENERAL:
In respect of cases arising from 
match disciplinary action, there is a 
very high hurdle that must be cleared 
to overturn a referee’s report. Riail 7.3 
(aa) (vi) states that a Referee’s report 
“shall be presumed to be correct 
in all factual matters” and requires 
“compelling evidence to contradict 
it.” Video evidence is the most 
common type of evidence presented.

What is frequently not realised is 
that the evidence must clearly show 
that the infraction did not occur. Not 
that it may not have occurred. We are 
not operating law courts within the 
GAA and the level of proof required 
is above 50% and not beyond 
reasonable doubt.

We sometimes feel hearings are 
requested more in hope than in 
expectation. Similarly in regard 
to appeals arising from match 
disciplinary action. Here appellants 
feel that we will be re-examining the 
substantive case when in actuality 
we are confined to the procedural 
issues applied. There is a belief that 
a different jury may be give a more 
favourable result. 

It is at times wondered why some 
cases did come before us. Yes it is 
correct that we should have the 
appeals and disciplinary hearings 
processes. (I do make the distinction 
between the two processes although 
generally they are lumped together as 
appeals in the general GAA world and 
in the media.) There must always be 
the right to challenge. 

But such challenges must be based 
on clear evidence. Hopes can be 
fruitlessly raised only to be dashed. 

But guidance need to given by 
someone to an appellant or a 
defendant as to the merits of a case.
Particularly in the case of appeals, 
consideration could possibly be given 
to increasing the appeal fee from its 
current level.

APPRECIATION
I would extend our appreciation to 
Michael Hasson our Uachtarán and 
to Brian McAvoy our Rúnaí for their 
continued interest and support for 
our work. Great support is given to 
us by the staff in the Council office 
on an ongoing basis. I would pay 
particular tribute to Claire Collender 
and Niall Muldoon who provided us 
with excellent support throughout 
the year.

COISTE ÉISTEACHTA ULADH
I extend my thanks to my colleagues 
for their great support and dedication 
during the year. Theirs is a demanding 
task in what I can describe as not 
the most glamorous or indeed 
welcome roles within the GAA. 
Indeed I am certain that at times it 
is an unpopular role. But it is a vital 
role, necessary for the protection 
of the discipline and integrity of the 
Association. 

The members have always, and on 
occasions at short notice, made 
themselves available to conduct 
our business on behalf of Comhairle 
Uladh. They have brought knowledge, 
experience and the highest levels of 
integrity to the role and to the benefit 
of this Coiste.

I would take this opportunity to 
pay a particularly special tribute 
to our Rúnaí, Sean McKenna for the 
valuable contribution he makes to 
the work and efficient operation of 
the Coiste. 

Sean is meticulous in his planning 
ensuring that all requirements are 
in place to deal with the volume 
of casework that we received 
particularly 2018. In addition to his 
administrative skills Sean brings a 
vast knowledge and experience of 
the GAA garnered as a referee and 
County Officer to bear on our work.

As County Conventions progress  
it is possible that members may 
depart from the Coiste. I trust that 
Ulster Convention may permit me  
the opportunity to formally recognise 
their contribution on the night  
of Convention.

Go raibh ceád mile maith agaibh  
go léir.

COISTE ÉISTEACHTA:
Éamonn Mac Mathúna 
(Cathaoirleach), Seán Mac Cionna 
(Rúnaí) (Muineachán), Pól Ó 
Ceallaigh (Árd Mhacha), Mairín Uí 
hUiginn (An Dún), Liam Mac Giolla 
Chainnigh (Dún na nGall), Alec Mac 
Uilinn (Aontroim), Deaglán Mac 
Giolla Choille (An Cabhán), Liam Ó 
Duibhne (Doire), Seamus Ó Tuamáin  
(Fear Manach) agus Diarmuid Mac 
Eochaidh. (Tír Eoghain).

SEAN MCKENNA 
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TUARASCÁIL AN COISTE 
FORBHARTHA AGUS OILÚNA

INTRODUCTION 
The Coaching and Games Committee 
has been very active over the past 
year. Meetings were convened once 
a month and the attendance has 
been very good. Debate has been 
lively, informative and constructive, 
and the concerns expressed have 
been raised at Management. Senior 
members of the Coaching staff 
attend as well and generally there is 
a lot of useful information and advice 
shared around the counties and with 
other stakeholders. 

Ulster Coaching and Games staff are 
hugely committed to maintaining the 
highest standards in coaching and 
games as possible in our counties, 
clubs and schools. The withdrawal 
of funding for the Curriculum Sports 
Programme, has dealt a devasting 
blow to our work programmes in 
primary schools, where so much has 
been done to establish a professional 
approach to working with schools. I 
sincerely hope that the funding can 
be resurrected in the future.

The changes to the U17 minor 
championship in Ulster was been 
welcomed and created a great 
competition with many outstanding 
games. However, the idea of playing 
extra time, to determine a winner 
in these games is questionable and 
challenges our desire to ensure a 
positive player centred environment 
with a focus on the welfare of young 
players. Indeed, the use of free kicks 
to decide the outcome of games can 
lead to a devasting situation for any 
young player who might miss their 
attempt. Another method of deciding 
the winner needs to be found 
which places less responsibility on 
individual players.

The President and Officers of the 
Ulster Council continue to offer 
great support to the development 
of our games in the Province. 
Brian McAvoy has continued in the 
footsteps of his predecessor Danny 
Murphy, in encouraging coaching 
staff to keep Ulster innovative and 
progressive on and off the playing 
field. The President of Cuman 
Luthchleas Gael, John Horan, has 
introduced many structural changes 
at National level. Ciaran McLaughlin 
has been appointed as Chairman of 
the National Coaching and Games 
Committee and I have no doubt that 
over time these structures will make 
a significant impact on our games. 
Key areas being addressed include 
player development pathways, same 
age grades for all counties and clubs, 
the promotion of greater cohesion 
between club, school and county 
and the use of medical and scientific 
information to inform policy and 
practice.

STRUCTURES AND 
ORGANISAITON
The Provincial Committee under 
the Chairmanship of PJ McGowan 
was serviced by Danny McLernon. 
The following Coaching Officers 
attended and contributed to the 
meetings: Barry Watters (Armagh), 
Liam McGoldrick (Antrim), Martin 
McGovern (Cavan), Patsy Mullan 
(Derry), Conor McDermott (Donegal) 
Tom Potter (Down), John Connolly 
(Monaghan) and Benny Hurl (Tyrone). 
There was no representation from 
Fermanagh on the Committee. Philip 
O’Hare (Ladies Football) and Garrett 
Coyle (Ulster Schools) were also on 
Committee. The Committee met nine 
times during the year and dealt with 
National, Provincial and County issues 
and challenges. There is a lot of very 
good work ongoing, with staff and 
volunteers (tutors, administrators  
and chairpersons) working together 
to enhance the games in Ulster. 

CÚL CAMP – OVERVIEW 
AND QUALITY ASSURANCE 
PROGRAMME 
The GAA flagship summer programme 
the Kellogg’s GAA Cúl Camps was 
once again a huge success with 1,234 
camps throughout Ireland involving 
153,858 children.When the staff and 
County Games Managers met with 
the National Coordinator, Charlie 
Harrison, for a review and planning 
day, the ongoing concern for camps is 
the health and safety of the children 
attending. This year saw a concerted 
effort to reduce the number of 
insurance claims against the GAA due 
to alleged negligence in camps.

The Cúl Camp mentoring programme 
was set up to provide support to 
GDM staff and camp coordinators 
throughout the summer. Ulster 
GAA provided eight staff to the 
Mentor Programme who carried 
out assessment visits to the Cúl 
Camps to ensure that the quality of 
the camps was maintained and that 
camp coaches were adhering to safe 
practice. 

Staff also attended a workshop 
aimed at developing a training 
programme for County Games Mangers 
to deliver to their Cúl Camp coaches 
in their counties. This initiative was 
confirmed mid-June, which proved to 
be too late for delivery before camps 
commenced in the last week of June. 
However, it is planned to have a full 
training programme rolled out for 2019.

A total of 204 camps were held 
throughout Ulster in 2018 and staff 
assessed 81.4% (166) camps. The 
quality of the camps was very high, 
with no major issues reported that 
were deemed to adversely impact on 
the camps’ delivery.

CURRICULUM SPORT 
PROGRAMME 
The Curriculum Sports Programme 
was delivered to pupils at Foundation 
(P1 and P2) and Key Stage One 
level (P3 and P4) with key aims 
that include (a) The development 
of Fundamental Movement Skills 
through participation in enjoyable 
games; (b)The raising of confidence, 
self-esteem and motivation of pupils 
to learn in other curricular areas; 
and (c)The provision of support to 
P1 - P4 teachers in the delivery of the 
Physical Education Curriculum at Key 
Stage One.

Throughout the year the programme 
was consistently under threat of 
losing funding and this led to us 
losing a number of coaches who 
were not prepared to remain when 
alternative job opportunities came 
up.

Coaches engaged in the Cúl and 
County Camps over the summer and 
ran our club coaches’ workshops 
within the clubs. Coaches undertook 
personal development training 
and spent two weeks at in-service 
looking at managing behaviour 
in the classroom, SWOT analyses, 
club planning and action plan 
implementation skills, hurling and 
football referees award and the GAA 
5* Challenge programme.

The months of October and November 
were difficult as we set in motion the 
redundancy process after receiving 
notification that the funding is to be 
cut by the Department of Education 
from 31st October 2018. 

Ulster GAA Management took the 
decision to retain the service of the 
coaches until the end of the term and 
staff concluded their employment 
on 14th December. Thanks to Jimmy 
Darragh for his management of the 

programme and to Michelle McAleer 
and Kathy Kelly for their help through 
the redundancy process. 

We would like to wish all staff that 
have been made redundant all 
the very best in seeking further 
employment and we would like to 
thank the Department of Education 
and Irish Football Association for  
their co-operation during the life of 
the project.
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CHAMPIONSHIP 
SPORTS SCIENCE SUPPORT 
–  Working with the event team, 

 Mike O’Donnell has provided 
the necessary video feedback to 
counties for their performance 
analysis needs. Thanks to Kevin 
McGuigan and Sports Institute for 
their support and the use of their 
elevation stand behind the goals.

HALF TIME GAMES SUPPORT

–  Staff from the Curriculum Sports 
coaches supported the organisation 
and management of the half-
time games in association with 
Cumann na mBunscol in each of the 
participating counties. Once again, 
the two semi-final games were 
used to showcase the work of Ulster 
GAA in developing opportunities 
for people with mild to moderate 
learning disabilities. These games 
continue to prove to be a big hit 
with the players and spectators. 

–    The mini games on final’s day always 
adds pressure, due to them being 
played at half-time of the Minor 
game. With a 10-minute window 
to set up the pitches, get players  
on to the pitch, play the games, 
present medals and depart the  
pitch this is proving to be a difficult 
task. However, with the support 
of pitch-side stewards, staff  
and officials the event runs in  
a seamless manner. 

 
DISABILITY – PROGRAMME
–    The disability groups again provided 

the entertainment at half time of 
both football semi-finals. Eagles 
Special Olympics group took part for 
the first time. 

PROVINCIAL FOOTBALL FEILE 

–  The Provincial Football Féile was 
organised over the same weekend  
of the National Féile na nÓg.  

It was agreed at the Provincial 
Coaching & Games Development 
Committee that the teams invited 
to attend would be the weakest 
two teams in each county. This was 
to try to ensure that the event was 
competitive for all teams involved. 

–  While each county, excluding Down 
who were co-hosting the National 
Féile, were invited to enter their 
two weakest club teams it proved 
to be very difficult to get the full 
complement of teams to participate. 
In the end a total of eleven teams 
played in the event. 

–  Teams were divided into two groups, 
one of six teams and one of five 
teams and was played at Owenbeg 
in Co. Derry. Unfortunately, the level 
of teams requested wasn’t delivered 
resulting in some games being one-
sided, with some clubs experienced 
humiliating defeats from much 
stronger clubs. 

–  Looking to the future, serious 
consideration needs to be given 
as to the relevance of this event. 
Thanks is extended to County Derry 
who provided the facilities and 
referees for the event.

PLAYER LIFESTYLE  
AND WELFARE 
–  There was specific work done on  

the development of Performance 
and Lifestyle (PALs) resource that  
is now available online.  
 
The resource is divided into three 
key sections, Performance, Lifestyle 
and Welfare and it was launched 
at the Coaching and Games 
Conference on 17th November.

–  Preparation took place for the 
delivery of Lifestyle programme 
in schools. Nine Workshops were 
delivered meeting the target of 
ten before Christmas. Workshops 
offered include the following, 
Performance, Time Management, 
Nutrition and Hydration, Injury 
Prevention and Concussion 
Awareness.

–  Ryan Mellon has driven this are and 
now attends the National Games 
Development committee meetings 
advising on Player Welfare issues.

ACTIVE CLUBS 
–   Active Clubs Programme has come 

to an end as of 30th September. 
The aim of this SportNI funded 
project was to assist clubs in 
attracting new members especially 
females and people from areas of 
high social need. Numerous clubs 
have benefited from the various 
initiatives that were delivered over 
the last four years.

–  Gael Active Fitness Project engaged 
with past players, parents and 
supporters to attract new members 
from the surrounding community 
who may not have been involved 
in Gaelic Games previously. Clubs 
hosted these events in their club 
grounds or in local facilities. Some 
of the initiatives delivered included 
Circuits, Couch to 5k, Boxercise, 
Yoga, Biggest Loser, Pilates, Boot 
Camp, Operation Transformation & 
Pramtastics.

 
–  Club/school link enabled clubs to 

fund local coaches who then went 
into their catchment area schools, 
thus directing children to their club 
to become members.

–  Some of the programmes that were 
delivered to attract females to our 
games were Gaelic For Girls, Gaelic 
For Mothers and Girls to Gaels. 

 

–   The programme also delivered 
coach education such as Foundation 
Awards, Ready Steady Coach, GAA 
for ALL, Safeguarding, Fundamentals 
and Health & Wellbeing. 

ACTIVE CLUBS - PROMOTION OF 
FEMALE PARTICIPATON (SMCC)

–  Gaelic 4 Girls’, ‘Gaelic for 
Mothers’ and ‘Give it a go’ were all 
programmes that we have promoted 
and run in association with Ciaran 
Murtagh the Ladies Football 
Development Officer. 

–  Handball Coaching Conference was 
held at Queens PEC 1st February. 
Over 120 second level school girls 
attended from across Ulster.

–  Provincial schools one wall handball 
events ran from November - April. 
148 girls and 228 boys competed  
at the regional events.

–  Ulster were also represented at  
the GAA Football for All tournament 
in Croke Park by girls from St Josephs, 
Castleblayney and Holy Family, 
Cootehill. The girls reached the 
semi-finals where they were 
defeated by Dublin.

ACTIVE CLUBS – 
WHEELCHAIR HURLING 

–  This programme has been 
successful again this year with the 
players competing in the National 
League and Championship in a very 
competitive environment. The Ulster 
team finished second in the league. 
Quarterly, each Province held a 
league blitz with Ulster hosting in 
Dungiven last September.

–  The players with disabilities, also 
took part in the player Academy 
in UU Jordanstown and during 
that programme undertook their 
Foundation Coaching Award. After 
obtaining their qualification they  
are now starting to link with 
Disability Hubs in their local council 
area with the view to delivering 
regular coaching sessions to other 
disabled players.

–  Ulster Staff continue to go into 
primary and secondary schools 
delivering taster session to the 
pupils. This project enables 
some disabled players the first 
opportunity to play a team game 
alongside their peers.

–  Ulster GAA are starting to deliver 
Wheelchair Gaelic Football taster 
sessions to their existing players 
and plan to promote it throughout 
the province. 
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GAELFAST - SUPPORT  
TO WOODLANDS HUB 
–  Ulster has been at the hub of driving 

for this extra resource in Belfast. 
In the interim before securing 
the funding and personnel, Ulster 
funded a development officer for 
the Woodlands hub. We facilitated 
through Antoin McCaffery the 
following: Belfast U10 Hurling: 
Coaching sessions for U10s from any 
club, four session and U12 Hurling: 
Coaching sessions for U12s. U12/
U13 Camogie and U13 Pilot hurling 
programme 

–  Antrim has now appointed Dr Paul 
Donnelly as the GAA Regeneration 
Manager for the GaelFast 
Programme and we would like to 
wish Paul and Antrim the very best 
with the project.

CÚCHULLIANS 
–    Planning for the annual Cúchulainns 

initiative took place each year in 
November, in partnership with staff 
from the Community Development 
Unit

.
–    Following a number of planning 

meetings, it was agreed to deliver 
the programme in four regions, 
Ballymoney, Newry, Belfast and 
Enniskillen. However due to 
unforeseen circumstances Newry 
were forced to pull out and were 
replaced by Antrim. 

 
–    Coaches delivered an introduction 

to the games in the various schools 
involved in the programme through 

four coaching sessions focusing on 
the basic skills of the games.

–    Following the coaching sessions 
final panels for the blitz were 
selected and participated in 
collective sessions to get to know 
one another before they competed 
at the main event.

–    The main event took place on 
Wednesday 14th March at the 
Meadowbank Sports Arena in 
Magherafelt. Coaching staff assisted 
with coaching and event co-
ordination at the blitz. 

–    The winning region was Ballymoney 
and it was agreed that they should 
represent the province at the All 
Britain Championships (ABC) in 
London in July. Paul Callaghan 
coached and travelled to London 
with the team along with members 
of our Community Development 
staff, and we are pleased to report 
that the squad performed well, 
recording a couple of wins at the 
tournament this year. 

REFEREES DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAMME
–    Our referees in Ulster received 

excellent support from Chairperson 
Jim Murray, the Co-ordinator Jim 
O’Rourke and from full-time staff 
Conor McGourty (for part of the year) 
and Ryan Mellon and Mike O’Donnell 
(Sports Science). Referees were 
given individual reports on their 
games with GPS statistics and video 
clips of the decisions and situations 
they dealt with according to the 
specific rules.

–    The analysis of the U17 and U20 
Championship data provided 
insight into norms and trends of the 
physical requirements to referees in 
Gaelic football in Ulster.

SMARTABASE SUPPORT  
TO COUNTIES
–   National GAA are embracing 
new technologies to track player 
workloads through a programme 
called SMARTABASE. Mike O’Donnell 
has been our person dealing with 
Croke park on the programme, 
filtering support and help to our 
counties.  

–   Part of the process has been 
communicating with the counties 
and providing guidelines on physical 
tests required for the system, then 
training staff to implement the 
system in the county. 

ULSTER LADIES GAELIC 
FOOTBALL SPORTS SCIENCE 
SUPPORT
–   Sports Science support was 
extended to the GPS data from 
the LGFA referees to analyse game 
demands with each referee provided 
with an individualised report.

–   Trends were analyses and norms 
used to compare to the U17 and 
U20 Ulster Men’s Referees. The 
findings of the data were presented 
to the LGFA Referees to help drive 
change National standards of fitness 
requirements for LGFA referees.

–    Thanks to Michael O’Donnell for his 
innovative work throughout the last 
9 months, we are disappointed to 
lose him but wish him well on his 
new venture back to the Australian 
Football League.

ULSTER ÓG SPORT HURLING 
–   The development of Óg Sport (U15) 
for hurling was a new initiative and in 
the South Ulster Finals on 28th July, 
Setanta came out winners. 

–   The Ulster Óg Sport Finals took 
place on the 11th July with Portaferry 
running out winners. The finals dove 
tailed with the Provincial Coaching 
Workshop at Owenbeg Derry and 
as an added bonus DJ Carey was 
available to present the winners 
medals.

–   All counties except Monaghan were 
represented and the focus next year 
is to have all counties represented 
following their own internal 
competitions. Thanks to Antoin 
McCaffery for implementing this new 
programme for hurling.

ULSTER ÓG SPORT FOOTBALL 

–   The Óg Sport U15 Provincial Football 
Final was held on Saturday 8th of 
September in Lavey GAC, Derry. 
This event brought together the 7 
a-side champions from each county 
to compete in this prestigious 
annual blitz competition. With ideal 
conditions the day developed into a 
very entertaining and exciting event 
for both players and spectators with 
a superb standard of skills on show.

–   Bellaghy (Derry) brought the 
Provincial title defeating Tyrone 
champions Carrickmore in the final. 
Both finalists had tough semi-finals 
with Bellaghy defeating Killeavy 
(Armagh) and Carrickmore defeating 
Newtownbutler (Fermanagh) after 
extra time to earn their final spots. 
The talented Bellaghy team gave 
a very convincing performance 
against Carrickmore in the final to 
take the Og Sport title back to Derry 
again following Lavey’s victory last 
year. The Plate competition was won 
by All Saints (Antrim) who defeated 
Donaghmoyne (Monaghan) in  
the final.

–   Ulster Council Treasurer Ciaran 
McLaughlin was in attendance 
to make the presentation to the 
victorious teams and Ulster GAA 
would like to pay particular thanks 
to Lavey GAA for their help and 
assistance in hosting this event and 
to Paul Callaghan for leading out on 
the organization and delivery.

 PROVINCIAL HURLING FEILE
–   This was delivered on Saturday 9th 
June in Woodlands Belfast. Twelve 
teams out of the 16 that registered 
took part; Bríd Og beat Craobh Rua 
in the cup final and Buncrana beat 
Tualach Óg in the Shield Final. A 
special thanks to Kevin Kelly and 
Kieran Megraw who co-ordinated 
on the day. A great event which was 
well received by participating clubs 
who valued the opportunity to play 
in such an event.
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COUNTY HURLING  
ACADEMY WORKSHOPS 
–   All Regional Hurling Development 
staff took part in the County Hurling 
Academy Camps 

–   Successful camps where held in 
Cavan, Fermanagh and Monaghan 
on Wednesday 8th and Thursday 
9thAugust with blitz days held in 
Cloghan on Friday 10th August 
(with Tyrone also in attendance). 
Special guests on the day where 
John McGrath and Dan McCormack 
(Tipperary).

–   Kevin Hinphey and Declan 
Sherlock supported the in Donegal 
(Ballybofey) and Derry (Owenbeg) 
and Kevin Kelly and Antoin McCaffery 
supporting camps in Antrim and 
Down. 

ULSTER PROVINCIAL HURLING 
WORKSHOP 
–   Provincial Coaching Workshop took 
place with 120 coaches registered 
in Owenbeg on 11th August. The 
workshop was based around three 
stations- Goalkeeping (David 
Herrity), Essential skills (DJ Carey 
and Jamesie O’Connor). 

–   Thanks to the support from 
National Hurling Development 
Director and his invited guest which 
adds significant interest to the 
workshops. 

U13 TAIN OG LEAGUE & FINALS 
–   The finals days was held on Saturday 
4th August in Clones, and was a 
fitting tribute to what has been a 
wonderful competition. It featured 
29 teams from eleven counties 
stretching across the country from 
Down to Mayo. Early indications are 
that even more clubs would like to 
enter next year. Although National 
level would prefer moving to U13  

and U15 for 2019, Ulster’s Plan for 
Year Two 2019: Move to U14 age 
grade in 2019. We feel that if we 
jumped to U15 next year it may be a 
step too far for some of our fledgling 
clubs. In 2020 we would then feel 
confident of running at both U13 and 
U15 level.

REGIONAL CLUB LEAGUES
–   Although the Tain Óg is the event 
getting the plaudits it is worth 
reminding that there are a number 
of other Regional Club Leagues 
established within the province. 
Under 14: Monaghan League - 
Includes teams from Armagh, Cavan 
and Fermanagh. Under 16: Antrim 
League - Includes Teams from Derry 
& Tyrone; Derry League - Includes 
Teams from Donegal, Tyrone and 
Armagh. Under 18: Antrim League - 
included teams from Derry, Down & 
Tyrone 

–   Senior: Tain League - Includes teams 
from Derry, Donegal, Fermanagh, 
Cavan, Monaghan, Armagh, Tyrone, 
Down; Antrim League - includes 
teams from Down, Derry and Tyrone. 

CLUB COACHING  
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 
–   Support continues with identified 
clubs. An initial meeting identified 
the Strength and Weaknesses in 
their systems for coaching and from 
this a bespoke series of workshops 
and coach mentoring opportunities 
have emerged. The programme 
is supported by the KS1 coaches. 
With the potential demise of their 
programme, then there will be issues 
with delivery. Ulster have submitted 
a proposal to National GAA to 
draw down the Provincial Funding 
package for a special project (€25k), 
designed to assign tutors to clusters 
of clubs.

–   This programme has now 
mushroomed with the imminent 
winding up of the KS 1 Programme. 
Garreth Thornton, Shane McCann, 
Antoine McCaffery and Paul 
Callaghan have been tasked with 
leading out on the delivery. With 
funding secured form National level 
we will be driving this initiative in 
partnership with the counties and 
out tutor base with the objective 
of building sustainable coaching 
structures in our counties.

COUNTY COACHING DAYS 
–   Practical coaching days were 
delivered in Cavan, Antrim and 
Donegal as requested for the 
Summer Football Coaching Days, 
delivered on the pitch on Saturdays.

–   There were four Sessions each 45 
minutes long, delivered throughout 
each day. The themes were tackling, 
breaking ball, kicking for possession 
and kicking for scores. 

–   The summer coaching days 
were very well supported by the 
Coaches/Players (280 in total) and 
promoted very well by Counties. 
These Sessions complimented the 
9 regional Football club Coaching 
Mentor Workshops which were ran 
indoor through the winter.

ULSTER PLAYER DEVELOPMENT 
CAMP (FOOTBALL AND HURLING) 
–   Player Academy took place 1st and 
2nd July. There were 94 players 
(football and hurling) engaged in 
the programme over the two days. 
Thanks to Paul Rouse at UUJ for his 
support and the staff of the Sports 
Institute

–    Over the two-day period players 
received information on nutrition 
and hydration, Mental Health, 
Player Lifestyle as well as practical 
sessions on warm-ups, recovery 
methods, skills sessions on (kicking, 
tackling, game sense) as well as 
full and small sided games. During 
the sessions players wore GPS 
systems and they got feedback on 
this particular area. Games were 
videoed, and players received 
feedback on areas they could 
improve. 

–   Players were picked to play Dublin 
as a spin off from the camps in both 
football & hurling Its anticipated 
that we will look to engage coaches 
in the camp in 2019 as well as 
academy Referees.  

A very significant factor often 
missed in this programme is that 
when players play for Ulster in 
this event, they can put this on a 
Provincial representation when 
making applications for university. 
This in turn can give them a higher 
status when looking at elite athlete 
entry. Thanks to Tony Scullion and 
Antoin McCaffery for taking the lead 
on programme implementation.

TUTOR TRAINING PROGRAMME 
–   A Tutor Programme was delivered 
to the KS1 and several county based 
KS2 coaches. We have issues around 
getting tutor courses recognized 
and we need to engage National GAA 
and Coaching Ireland to resolve any 
outstanding issues. 

–   The quality of the coach developers 
was excellent, and the staff are now 
qualified to deliver the foundation 
courses in schools and in clubs. 
Thanks to Clonoe GAA for their 
facilities and the lead on the 
programme Roger Keenan for  
his direction.

YOUTH JUSTICE PROGRAMME 
–   Working with the Community 
Department and St Paul’s GAA 
Belfast, Ulster GAA set up the 
programme funded through the 
Active clubs programme. We 
engaged locally and recruited local 
coaches to work with the local youth 
identified as having potential to get 
in trouble. Thanks to the St Paul’s 
Club Belfast for their support and the 
NI Youth Justice Agency for helping 
to implement the programme.

YOUTH JUSTICE PROGRAMME IN 
WOODLANDS 
–   This programme was delivered 
through six coaching sessions with 
the young people in this institution. 
As well as coaching Football we gave 
them taster sessions in Handball & 
Wheelchair hurling and all involved 
seemed to get great enjoyment, 

–   Feedback from the Director Paul 
McStravick has indicated that 
they hope the programme will be 
repeated. Thanks again to Tony 
Scullion, Gary Mallon and other staff 
who have made a contribution.
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NI PRISON SERVICE MAGHBERRY 
AND MAGILLIGAN PROGRAMMES
–   Following a number of meetings 
with NIPS, Ulster GAA embarked 
on delivering GAA with the two 
prisons. In addition, we delivered 
safeguarding, foundation and 
referees’ courses to both prisoners 
and physical training instructors. 
This allows PTIs to run GAA as a 
recreational activity. 

–   There are a number of challenges 
working in this environment, 
security checks, accessing the 
facility, working with challenging 
young people. So far it has been well 
received with young men from both 
political divides engaging in the 
programme.

TWINNING 
–   Ulster GAA hosted a delegate from 
Argentina for two days. During this 
time he attended Cúl Camps, Club 
Training Sessions, Club Games and 
the Tyrone Centre for GAA. 

–   We are going to set up an online 
course and during the World Games 
we will meet them to look at some 
practical activities. 

–   We attended the launch of the ABC 
in London and had a team travel 
to the games in July. At this stage 
Britain is set up with tutors up 
to and including level 1. They are 
working closely with us to ensure the 
administration and certification of 
courses take place. 

–   In April 2018 Ulster GAA delivered an 
Award 1 and Tutor Up-Skilling course 
in Montreal, Canada.

NATIONAL COMMITTEE  
AND WORKGROUP
–   A number of staff are now 
on National Committees and 
Workgroups related to different 
disciplines and issues. Plyer 
Welfare, Medical Committee, 
Hurling Development, Coach 
Education, Coach Developers, Player 
Pathways, Data Capture, Coaching 
and Games Policy and Programme, 
Operations and Quality assurance. 
It is important that we get a better 
mechanism to feedback on the work 
being done and that members are 
informed and workgroup personnel 
report back to the relevant Ulster 
Committee.

COACH EDUCATON - LEVEL 2 
AND OCN LEVEL 3 PROGRAMME 
–   Level 2 courses continue to be 
popular in Ulster attracting coaches 
from both inside and outside the 
Province. Level 2 Courses have been 
completed in the period in Antrim, 
Cavan and Derry.  

–   A Level 3 OCN Management Course 
was delivered in Letterkenny IT 
(Donegal) in November 2018 with a 
Performance Course confirmed for 
Monaghan in January 2019. 

–   Curriculum Development 
Programme for the Player Pathway 
is an ongoing development project 
with key stakeholders Sport NI 
and National Coaching and Games 
heavily involved in what we should 
be doing with our young players 
through the pathway.

–   A Tutor Forum event took place on 
the 22nd September in Garvaghey 
with 60 tutors in attendance

–   The Provincial Coaching and Games 
Development Conference on 17th 
November reverted back to the 
Cookstown venue with over 230 
attendees. The event as very well 
supported by coaches and our top 
players and coaches with a focus 
on player development and coach’s 
health and wellness. Many thanks 
to IFA Referee Lee Tavinder who 
share his story on mental health 
with our coaches. There are now 
some competing GAA events being 
run again this Conference and its 
disappointing when this happens 
and we don’t get the full support of 
our members.

 
POC FADA 
–   Ulster Poc Fada - Took place on 
Thursday 21st June in Shane O’Neill’s 
GAC, Glenarm, Co. Antrim. There were 
4 categories won by: Senior Mens 
- Paddy McKillion (Tyrone), Senior 
Ladies - Louise Dougan (Derry), U16 
Boys - Oisin Marley (Donegal), U16 
Girls - Emma Donnelly (Tyrone). 
Each winner was awarded an Ulster 
Medal and an O’Neills £50 Gift 
Voucher provided by Ulster GAA. 
Thanks to the Shane O’Neills Club 
for their hospitality, The Red Cross 
for their medical cover and to John 
McIlwaine for the Photography. 
The Ulster Champions (and Senior 
Mens runners-up) went forward to 
the All-Ireland Finals on Saturday 
4th August on the Cooley Mountain. 
Annavern, Ravensdale, Co. Louth 

–   National Poc Fada - Saturday 4th 
August on the Cooley Mountain. 
Annavern, Ravensdale, Co. Louth. 
Best for Ulster was Louise Dougan 
(Derry) who came second in the 
Senior Ladies catergory.

11 

CELTIC CHALLENGE 
–   All Ulster Counties have given a 
very good account of themselves 
in the knock out stages. With Derry 
winning Division 3. Antrim (Division 
4) and Donegal (Division 5) made it 
through to the finals. Disappointing 
with Down withdrawing on Friday 
15th June less than 24 hours before 
quarter-finals.

HURLING ACADEMY SQUAD 
TOURNAMENTS 
–   These where held over the following 
Saturdays. All tournaments are cross 
Provincial. Ulster Counties where 
well represented at all dates: 
Saturday 12th May for U14s and U15s, 
Saturday 30th June for U14 and U15, 
Saturday 21st July for U14, U15 and 
U16 and Saturday 4th August for U14, 
U15 and U16.

–   The National Hurling Academy 
Games where on Saturday 25th 
August. Ulster Counties participated 
in the following events. U14 B 
in Abbotstown: Tier 1: Antrim A, 
Derry A & Down A. Tier 2: Antrim 
B, Tyrone A, Donegal A & Armagh.
U14 C in Cloghan: Monaghan, Derry 
B, Fermanagh, Tyrone B, Cavan, 
Down B, Donegal B. U15 Tier 2 
Adrian Murray Cup in Westmeath: 
Antrim. U16 Michael Foley Cup Tier 
2 in Ferns, Wexford: Down. Antrim 

withdrew on week off games due to 
lack of numbers. U16 Peter O’Keefe 
in Ballyshannon: Donegal, Tyrone, 
Armagh and Donegal U15s. Going 
forward for 2019, the focus will be 
on U15 (Hibernian Cup) and U17 
(Celtic Challenge) for all tier 2 – Tier 
5 Counties. Our Counties should be 
looking to maximise participation 
in both these Developmental 
competitions.

FOOTBALL ACADEMY  
SQUADS TOURNAMENTS 
–   Three Under 14 Blitzes took place 
on the 9th June, 18th August and 
13th October and involved all nine 
Counties. The number of teams 
per County ranged from two to five 
taking part with up to two venues 
used each day. 

–   The U15 squads competed for 
the Brian McLernon Cup with all 
nine Counties taking part and with 
Donegal and Tyrone entering two 
Squads each. It was played over five 
days the 19thMay, 26th May, 2nd 
June, 23rd June and 7th July, with 
Derry beating Cavan in Final played 
in Derrylaughan.

–   The U16 squads competed for the 
Buncrana Cup with all nine Counties 
taking part. It was played over six 
dates on the 3rd March, 10th March, 
24th March, 7th April, 21st April 
and 5th May, with Donegal beating 
Tyrone in a terrific Final played  
in Buncrana.

INDOOR SMALL CLUBS 
FOOTBALL BLITZES 
–   This was a new programme 
introduced to target smaller clubs 
for U14 and U16. An average of 
seven clubs took part each day from 
Antrim, Armagh, Derry and Tyrone. 
The clubs taking part really enjoyed 
the days and were keen that these 
Indoor Blitzes would happen at the 
end of the year again. The Indoor 
Blitzes are worth continuing and 
need to be delivered in other areas 
of the Province. They give players 
who are not getting games with  
their clubs due to low numbers,  
a chance to continue playing  
games to improve their chances  
of coming through to Senior level. 
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SCHOOLS HANDBALL (SMCC)
–   Provincial schools one wall handball 
events ran from November - April. 
148 girls and 228 boys competed 
at the regional events. Schools 
can only enter max eight players: 
teams of 4 in doubles competition. 
Many schools run internal events to 
select their best 8 players. Eligibility 
Criteria: Only those players who 
have never won any handball titles 
in any format at provincial level or 
better are eligible to play in these 
events. Promotes the game to 
novice players. Current title holders: 
Girls Year 8/9 Dun an Ri Cavan, Year 
10/11 St Ciaran’s Ballygawley. Boys 
year 8/9 Virginia College Cavan, year 
10/11 Holy Trinity College Cookstown. 
There was a slight dip in numbers 
this year due to teachers finding 
it difficult to get out of school. 
Perhaps this is an alarm bell we 
need to pay particular attention to 
moving forward.

CLUB COACHING SUPPORT 
–   The implementation of this 
programme was very much 
dependent on the Key Stage 1 
Coaches who helped to do club 
audits and develop a coaching 
plan for the club. However, with the 
demise of the KS1 programme this 
resource is no longer available to the 
Programme. We have looked at an 
alternative way of deliver the club 
coaching support programme and 
this will be rolled out in 2019. 

PROVINCIAL INDOOR  
HURLING BLITZES 
–   The Provincial hurling Indoor blitzes 
ran on 13th January (U14), 3rd 
February (U10), 17th February (U16), 
3rd March (U12) and 31st March 
(U18). All age groups had 18 teams 
in attendance with the exception 
of U18 (12 teams). This ensured 
approximately 1,176 children got the 
opportunity to play hurling against 
teams from all over Ulster. Many 
thanks to Sean Curran for sorting 
referees for each blitz. 

THIRD LEVEL SUPPORT 
–    Our Further and Higher education 

programme is driven across the 
Province by Gary Mallon who does 
an excellent job from Letterkenny 
to Stranmillis and from Causway 
Coast to Cavan. This year he set up 
a league for men’s football and a 
Championship the Fr Sharkey Cup. 
SWC Enniskillen played SRC Newry 
in the final with SRC winning out 
after extra time. All F.E. Colleges 
have now entered All-Ireland 
leagues and championship, under 
the auspices of C.A. in Croke Park. 

–    The Further Education 7-aside 
competition was played in October 
by twelve teams and was won 
by NWRC Derry. Student coach 
education is still the main body 
of work in this area. Foundation 
football/ Ladies football and 
hurling were delivered in nine 
campuses, approximately 200 
students attending. Functional 
screening, fitness testing, strength 
and conditioning, and skills session 
workshops were carried out in 
Monaghan IT, Cavan IT and NRC 
Magherafelt GAA Academies.

–   An Introduction to GAA workshop 
was delivered to twelve campuses 
allowing over 250 non -AA players 
the opportunity the opportunity 
to experience playing football and 
hurling. Assistance and guidance 
was given to over 500 students as 
they took part in work experience, 
coaching in schools and clubs, 
delivering football, hurling and 
handball. 

JOB EVALUATION 
QUESTIONNAIRE-  
WORK PLANNING
–    Time was spent time in April 

completing a job appraisal with 
each member of the coaching 
staff planning their programme of 
work moving forward. This process 
is completed and reviewed by 
committee. There are major Human 
Resources issues to be addressed 
across the Coaching and Games 
sector in counties and the province. 
Consistency across the board in 
relation to contracts, realistic and 
shared pay scales, pensions and 
travel, in line with a process for work 
programming, implementation of 
review processes, will all add value 
to staff morale, job satisfaction and 
retention of good people. 

CONCLUSION 
–    I would like to thank everyone who 

contributed to this report. Ulster GAA 
Coaching and Games has had a very 
challenging and busy year. The work 
of both a volunteer and employed 
coach can be a lonely existence. The 
often work remotely, dealing with 
challenges and issues at the coal face 
in clubs, schools and counties. The 
evening and weekend work can take 
them out of their family environment 
to deliver the club plans and the 
coach the coaches’ workshops. It 
is important the we all value the 
volunteer but equally important that 
we value our employees.

–    It been unfortunate that we have 
faced the threat of redundancies 
again for the fourth year in a row. 
Only this time the threat became a 
reality, with the programme winding 
up in December. The programme 
has managed over 120 young 
people over the eleven year period, 
we believe that this has been a 
tremendous learning experience 
for everyone involved. We would 
like to think the coaches have 
been enriched as people as well as 
coaches and that it has helped them 
to progress in their careers and 
personal lives.

–   To the teaches and pupils we 
would like to thank them for their 
engagement in the physical literacy 
programme and we would like to 
wish all the coaches who have been 
made redundant the very best in 
their future careers. 

–   There is always a drive to work 
closely with our counties and 
provide personal development 
(in-service) opportunities for both 
staff and tutors. There is Provincial 
support available and we would 
love to see our counties take full 
advantage of the expertise and 
support to help them deliver their 
programmes.

–   It’s been a busy period, and this 
is reflected by over 190,000 
engagements with our volunteers. 
This reinforces our desire to ensure 
that what we continue to deliver 
and support our grassroots in clubs 
and counties. The participation 
blitzes and tournaments, the 
coach education engagement, the 
volunteer development programmes 
are designed to help our clubs be 
better organised and provide a top-
class experience. 

–   It’s difficult to run programmes 
without funding. We would like to 
thank National GAA, Sport Northern 
Ireland, Department for Education, 
Department for Communities, our 
Sponsors in particular O’Neill’s 
Sportswear for this support of our 
Coaching Conference. I’d like to 
thank everyone who contributed to 
this report. It is comprehensive with 
some but not all areas for which 
Ulster GAA take responsibility. 

Dr. Eugene Young continues to show 
great leadership and guidance 
in this whole area. His visionary 
outlook on the whole area of Gaelic 
games ensure that Ulster is at the 
forefront of progress and standards 
of excellence. Thanks also to 
Danny McLernon, Secretary to our 
committee for completing his term as 
secretary in an efficient and effective 
manner. His ability to capture the 
essence of the wide range of areas 
and debate in an accurate manner is 
remarkable.

Mar focal scor, bá mhaith liom mo 
buiochas a ghabháil don gach duine 
a chuidu loim rith an bliain seo. Tá 
fios agam leannainn muid aghaidh 
leis an obair tábhachtach atá os bhur 
comhair an bliain seo chugann.

P.J. MC GOWAN 
CATHAOIRLEACH,  

COISTE FORBHARTHA AGUS OILÚNA
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SESSIONS OVER THE 
COURSE OF THE YEAR 
WITH COACHING TEAM

Male Coaches & Teachers
15,916 

SESSIONS INTERACTED WITH:

102,364 

Male Players

5,332
Female Coaches & Teachers

Female Players
49, 709

COACH 
EDUCATION

COACHING & GAMES
BIG STATS 2018

SCHOOLS 
KS1/KS2

HURLING & GAELIC 
FOOTBALL: CLUB AND 
SCHOOL COACHING 
INITATIVES

30,663
Participants at school
Hurling coaching
delivered by Ulster GAA

Club Football initiatives

27,198
Participants in Ulster GAA

36,743
Participants in Ulster GAA
Club Hurling initiatives

8,797
Participants at school

Gaelic Football
coaching delivered by Ulster GAA

18,239
receiving coaching

in 246 schools

KS1 Pupils160
Foundation 
Hurling & Football
courses 

32 Level 1 
Football 
& Hurling 
courses 

6 Level 2 
courses 

218
Super Games Hurling/
Football Centres 

5,109
Participants

ACTIVE CLUBS

6,701
Participants in 2018
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TUARASCÁIL AN CHOISTE
FOBAIRT IOMÁNA

2018 HURLING REPORT
The 2018 Coiste Iománaiochta Forbartha Uladh committee consisted of: Oliver Galligan (Cathaoirleach), Joe Edwards 
(Leas Cathaoirleach), Kevin Kelly (Runaí), Frankie Quinn/ Terry Reilly (Aontroim), David O’Brien (Ard Mhacha), Tom O’Reilly 
(An Cabhán), Briege O’Neill/Stephen Barker (Doire), Elizabeth Doherty (Dún na nGall), Tom Boyle (Fear Manach), Aidan 
Morgan (Muineachán), Peter Kerr (Tír Eoghain). 

The committee met on six occasions during the year, I commend the work and input of the members and in particular 
that of Rúnaí Kevin Kelly who continues to service the committee in a enthusiastic and professional manner.

Ulster now has two members on the National Hurling Development committee in Dessie Donnelly (Aontroim)  
and Tom O’Reilly (An Cabhán). And one member on the National Poc Fada Committee in Kevin Kelly (UHDM).

COMPETITION WINNERS RUNNER UP

Nicky Rackard Cup Donegal Warwickshire

Allianz Hurling League Roinn 2B Mayo Down

U21B Championship - Richie McElligott Cup Kerry Derry

Celtic Challenge
Corn William Robinson (Div.3)

Derry Galway Tribesman

Celtic Challenge Corn Jerome O’Leary (Div.4) Laois Antrim

Celtic Challenge Corn Michael Feery (Div.5) Sligo Donegal

Paddy Buggy All-Ireland B Seniors Schools Tullamore St Patrick’s College Maghera

NATIONAL HURLING COMPETITION WINNERS 2018

ULSTER HURLING COMPETITION WINNERS 2018

COMPETITION WINNERS RUNNER UP

Conor McGurk Cup Antrim Down

Ulster Club Senior C/ship Ruairí Óg  
(Aontroim)

Ballycran  
(An Dún)

Ulster Club Intermediate C/ship Naomh Gall  
(Aontroim)

Céide Lámh Dhearg  
(Ard Mhacha)

Ulster Club Junior C/ship Castleblayney Hurling  
(Muineachán)

Robert Emmets Cushendun 
(Aontroim)

Táin League Div 1 Céide Lámh Dhearg  
(Ard Mhacha)

Middletown Na Fianna  
(Ard Mhacha)

Táin League Div 2 Sean Treacys  
(Ard Mhacha)

Knockbridge  
(An Lú)

Táin League Div 3 St Fechins  
(An Lú)

Clonduff  
(An Dún)

Congratulations also to the 
Slaughtneil Camogie team on  
their back to back All-Ireland 
Camogie titles.

The continued theme of hurling 
development within the province  
is to improve the hurling games 
program at ‘grassroots’ level 
throughout the province. Ulster 
officers and staff have worked hard 
to ensure that the game is kept 
to the fore in the development of 
gaelic games within each county. 
Ulster Hurling staff continue to 
work in clubs, schools and counties 
throughout the province and 
providing much needed support and 
mentoring across player, coach and 
games development and we thank 
them for their continued efforts.

INTERCOUNTY HURLING
2018 seen a new competition 
introduced between the Top Tier and 
Christy Ring Cup. The inaugural Joe 
McDonagh Cup was played with 6 
teams competing. Ulster had sole 
representation in Antrim participating 
and giving a very good account of 
themselves, and only missing out in 
qualifying for the finals and therefore 
a chance to participate in the knock-
out stages of the Liam McCarthy Cup.

The Conor McGurk Tournament was 
the first hurling tournament of the 
year.  This tournament provides 
Counties and 3rd Level colleges with 
an opportunity to participate pre-
National League and Fitzgibbon/Ryan 
Cups. Six teams participated in the 
competition which saw Antrim defeat 
Down in the Final.

Down where also unlucky after a 
strong National league campaign  
to lose out to Mayo in the Division  
2B final.

Antrim U21s defeated Down 
after extra time in a playoff for 
participation in the Leinster 
Championship, with Down then 
participated in the All-Ireland B Richie 
McElligott Cup along with Tyrone, 
Donegal and Derry. The later was then 
defeated in the final in Nowlan Park 
by Kerry.

Both Down and Antrim participated 
in the Leinster Minor Hurling 
Championship with little joy and both 
exited in the early stages of the shield 
competition.

In its 3rd year, the Celtic Challenge 
is aimed at improving the games 
programme for U17 hurlers throughout 
Ireland. Again in 2018 all 32 counties 
where represented by 42 teams. 
Ulster Counties have given a very 
good account of themselves Antrim 
(Division 4) and Donegal (Division 5) 
making it through to the finals and 
With Derry winning the Corn William 
Robinson (Division 3) in Bord Na Mona 
O’Connor Park, Offaly.

The Subway Ulster Players U15 Camp 
was held in UU on 2nd-3rd July. The 
Hurling Camp was overseen by Antoin 
McCaffery. All Counties where well 
represented and a panel of 24 players 
was selected to play Dublin in an 
interprovincial challenge game.

This camp format was then replicated 
in a smaller scale within each 
County. Camps where held in Cavan, 
Fermanagh and Monaghan on 
Wednesday 8th and Thursday 9th 
August with blitz day held in Cloghan 
on Friday 10th August with Tyrone 
also in attendance. Special guests on 
the day where John McGrath and Dan 
McCormack (Tipperary). Camps where 
also held in Donegal, Derry with 
weekly sessions taking place  
in Antrim.

Academy Squads where held over 
the 5 national squad days for U14, 
U15 & U16 age grades, culminating 
with the National Hurling Academy 
Games day on Saturday 25th August. 
2019 will see Ulster Counties focusing 
specifically on U15 and U17 age 
grades. Although arrangements have 
been made for counties still wishing 
to participate at U14 and U16 ages. 

The focus will see a similar format 
to the successful Celtic Challenge  
for all Tier 2 – Tier 5 Counties.  
Ulster Counties will be able to 
maximise participation in both  
these developmental competitions.

The Ulster Poc Fada took place on 
Thursday 21st June in Shane O’Neill’s 
GAC, Glenarm, Co. Antrim. There were 
4 categories which were won by:
 
SENIOR MENS  
Paddy McKillion (Tyrone) 
SENIOR LADIES 
Louise Dougan (Derry) 
U16 BOYS 
Oisin Marley (Donegal)
U16 GIRLS
Emma Donnelly (Tyrone)

The Ulster Champions along with 
senior men’s runner up Ruairi 
McCrickard (Down), went forward 
to the All-Ireland Finals on Saturday 
4th August on the Cooley Mountain. 
Annavern, Ravensdale, Co. Louth. 
Ulster where very well represented 
with Louise Dougan (Derry) who came 
runner up in the senior ladies’ section
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CLUB HURLING
A major development from Ulster GAA 
was the reduction from 3 year to 2 
years in the grading/tiering of Club 
hurling teams after winning the Ulster 
Club Championships.

The Ulster Club Hurling Championship 
continues to be very competitive, 
where at senior level, there aren’t 
as many teams participating due 
to level of county competition, the 
quality of these games is extremely 
high. Although it is at Intermediate 
and Junior club level where the game 
continues to grow from strength to 
strength.

2018 saw the seventh year of the Tain 
Adult Club Hurling League. The league 
had 15 clubs from seven counties 
compete across three divisions. 
Keady defeated Middletown in the 
Division 1 final, Sean Treacys won 
Division 2 in defeating Knockbridge 
and St Fechins defeated Clonduff in 
the Division 3 final. Ulster GAA are 
currently working with a national 
group to redevelop this league along 
with Connacht and Leinster Councils. 

A new adult regional cross-county- 
border league for developing Hurling 
Counties. This will enhance clubs in 
the developing Tier 3, 4, 5 hurling 
counties opportunities to participate 
in a series of meaningful games. 
There are now a number of Regional 
Clubs leagues established within 
the province. At Senior level the 
Tain League involves teams from - 
Includes teams from Armagh, Cavan, 
Derry, Donegal, Down, Fermanagh, 
Monaghan and Tyrone. 

The Antrim league has had a long-
established involvement from Down 
clubs and now includes clubs from 
Derry, Tyrone and Armagh. At U18  
and U16 level the Antrim league, 
involve teams from Derry, Down  
& Tyrone. With the Derry U16 league 
including teams from Donegal,  
Tyrone and Armagh.  
 
At U14 age grade the Monaghan Club 
league includes teams from Armagh, 
Cavan & Fermanagh. The Annual U13 
Club Tournament to bridge the gap 
from Go Games to Feile is hosted by  
Derry GAA and this North West  
league involves teams from Donegal 
and Tyrone.
 
Probably the most significant games 
development initiative of 2018 came 
in the form of the Táin Óg League. 
What started out as an effort to 
provide more games at Under 13  
level for a few counties with a  
small number of clubs finished 
up with a cross county and cross 
provincial competition that is surely 
the way forward for hurling in the 
developing counties.

A grading blitz was held at the 
beginning in the Centre of Excellence 
in Monaghan which in itself was a 
wonderful occasion with former 
Kilkenny stars David Herity and D.J. 
Carey guests of honour.

The Táin Óg featured 29 teams from 
eleven counties stretching across the 
country from Down to Mayo. 
Group stages were initially played 
taking location and standard into 
account as best as possible. This 
was not an easy task considering 
the remoteness of some clubs, but 
the resilience and dedication of club 
mentors came to the fore to ensure 
that all games were played. 

Semi-finals were played regionally 
and eventually twelve teams made  
it to the six Táin Óg youth hurling 
finals were played in St. Tiernachs 
Park Clones Co. Monaghan and the 
“Finals Day” was a fitting tribute 
to what has been a wonderful 
competition. The finals were a day 
to remember for all clubs with the 
organisers going to great lengths to 
ensure a memorable experience for 
players and mentors alike. Before 
sitting for the team photograph the 
individual teams sprinted onto the 
pitch to fanfare music similar to that 
played in Croke Park on All-Ireland 
final day. Every competing player got 
a beautiful commemorative medal. 

Each team got a set of hurling 
promotional posters and a set of skills 
development leaflets. Attention to 
details such as having a programme, 
plenty of stewards, referees, linesmen 
& umpires, grass cut, P.A. system 
etc. helped to give the competition 
the respect it deserved. Ulster, 
Connacht and Leinster councils were 
represented at the finals as were 
the National Hurling Development 
Committee and the National Coaching 
& Games department. 

As a gesture of support for the 
competition all 29 competing teams 
and their mentors were guests of 
honour of the GAA at the recent 
All-Ireland Semi Finals. Over 600 
enthusiastic young hurlers packed 
the Davin Stand and were treated to 
hurling and excitement that will long 
stay in their memories.

TAIN OG U13 LEAGUE WINNERS RUNNER UP

DIVISION 1 Four Roads,  
Roscommon

Longford Slashers,  
Longford

DIVISION 2 Wolfe Tones, 
Longford

Naomh Moninne,  
Louth

DIVISION 3 St. Fechins, 
Louth

Killeavy,  
Armagh

DIVISION 4 Cootehill, 
Cavan

Erne Gaels,  
Fermanagh

DIVISION 5 Carrickmacross,  
Monaghan

Craobh Rua,  
Armagh

DIVISION 6 Warrenpoint,  
Down

Ballinamore,  
Leitrim

Early indications are that even more clubs would like to enter next year with 
competitions being run at both U13 and U15 level.

2018 saw the introduction of an Ulster Óg Sport to hurling, similar to the 
well-established football version. The Setenta Hurling club (Donegal) won 
the Shield competition on 28th July in Garvaghey, then progressed to the cup 
competition on 11th August in Owenbeg, this was won by Portaferry (Down) an 
added bonus was that Hurling Legend DJ Carey was available to present the 
winners medals.

On Feile na nGael weekend Ulster had a lot of representation at the National 
event in Connacht. With the following teams reaching their graded finals.

FEILE NA NGAEL WINNERS RUNNER UP

DIVISION 2 CUP Naas Baile na Scríne

DIVISION 4 SHIELD Castletown  
Geoghegan

Dungannon Eoghan 
Ruadh

DIVISION 7 SHIELD Castlebar Mitchels
Naomh Padraig (North 
Antrim)

DIVISION 8 CUP Four Roads St Eunan's Letterkenny

DIVISION 8 SHIELD East Cavan Gaels Caiseal Gaels
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At the regional Competition in 
Abbotstown on 9th June, St Paul’s 
(Antrim) and Slaughtneil (Derry) 
attended as Ulster’s representatives. 
Ulster GAA also hosted a Provincial 
event on 9th June in Woodlands 
Belfast. Twelve teams participated 
with a focus for clubs to participate 
who might have no chance 
in qualifying for the National 
Competition.

The clubs really enjoy the day and 
like the fact it can be from 11-15 
aside. Bríd Og (Antrim) beat Craobh 
Rua (Armagh) in the cup final and 
Buncrana (Donegal) beat Tualach 
Óg(Tyrone) in the Shield Final. Its 
worth noting that this was Tualach 
Óg first final they qualified for since 
their establishment in 2017. It was a 
great event which was well received 
by participating clubs who valued 
the opportunity to play in such an 
event. Thanks to Vice Chairperson Joe 
Edwards who presented the medals 
on the day.

12 
Ulster GAA are continuing to provide 
hurling competitions for players all 
year, the impact of indoor hurling 
has been brilliant, especially for new 
clubs and those with low numbers. 
Each year the participation keeps 
growing. To support the Provincial 
competitions at each age grade from 
U10-U18, which had 84 clubs and over 
one thousand players participating 
the Ulster GAA Regional hurling staff 
are now linking with counties to 
provide weekly competition for clubs 
in their local areas.

REGIONAL HURLING STAFF
Are tasked with supporting the 
structures already in place within a 
county. There work programmes are 
discussed with the County GDMs and 
agreed through the Ulster Hurling 
Development Manager with an 
emphasis placed on club support and 
coach development.

SCHOOLS HURLING
St Patrick’s Maghera were defeated 
in the Paddy Buggy All-Ireland Final 
against Tullamore.

Ulster GAA staff continue to support 
Ulster Schools competitions and 
assist with the preparation of teams 
for these games. Where schools are 
not at a similar standard, combined 
schools’ teams have been very 
beneficial in providing much needed 
competition to the higher graded 
schools and yet still allow players to 
participate for their own schools in 
the B & C graded events. This was no 
more evident than An Dún winning 
the 2018 Mageean Cup in defeating St 
Patrick’s Maghera.

County staff in-service delivered in 
September and December. Coaches 
worked on the essential skills of 
hurling and were put through their 
paces from ground hurling right up to 
full rules hurling. 

At the end coaches had a discussion 
around different things/issues/
encounters they have during the  
year and other counties were able  
to give their opinion on how they  
deal with that.

WHEELCHAIR HURLING
I would like to thank the work that 
Paul Callaghan and Shane McCann 
has put into developing the sport 
and with the Ulster team finishing 
second in the National League this 
programme continues to be very 
valuable in allowing players with 
disabilities to participate in Gaelic 
Games.

COACH EDUCATION
A Provincial Hurling Coaching day 
took place in Owenbeg on 11th 
August. With over one hundred 
and twenty coaches in attendance. 
Club coaches where able to view 
sessions delivered by David Herity 
(Goalkeeping) DJ Carey and Jamesie 
O’Connor (Essential skills of hurling). 
Thanks to the support from National 
Hurling Development Director Martin 
Fogarty and his invited guest which 
always adds significant interest to the 
workshops.

In 2018, there have been 25 coaches 
put through their Level 2 Hurling and 
Coaching workshops and Hurling 
Coaching courses are being run 
province wide with the aim for a 
course at each level being run within 
each county, although if numbers 
are not capable to run these, 
then regional courses have been 
arranged to accommodate a coach’s 
participation.

SUMMARY/ CONCLUSION
I would like to take opportunity 
to commend the 12 Ulster Hurlers 
from our province who collected 
McDonagh, Ring and Rackard/ 
Meagher Champion 15 Awards.

We wish all our club representatives’ 
success in upcoming National 
Competitions.

I would like to commend the National 
Hurling Committee and in particular 
Cathaoirleach Jimmy O’Dwyer on its 
continued work and Martin Fogarty 
(National Hurling Development 
Manager) on his continued impact 
since coming into post.
Finally, my thanks for all their 

OLIBHEAR Ó GEALAGÁIN
CATHAOIRLEACH

support and assistance to: 
Uachtarán Comhairle Uladh Michael 
Hasson; Rúnaí Comhairle Uladh 
Brian McAvoy; my fellow officers; 
the Head of Coaching and Games 
Development Eugene Young, Hurling 
Development Manager Kevin Kelly, 
all the Regional Hurling Officers, 
Games Administration Manager 
Stephen Donnelly, the Ulster Hurling 
Development Committee and the 
Coaching staff within Ulster GAA
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TUARASCÁIL Ó CHOISTE N
GAEILGE AGUS OIDHREACHTA

Is é seo an tuarascáil ó choiste na 
Gaeilge agus na hOidhreachta 2018
Teastaíonn uaim mo bhuíochas ó 
chroí a ghabháil leis na daoine a thug 
tacaíocht agus treoir dom i rith na 
bliana – baill de Choiste na Gaeilge 
agus na hOidhreachta ; Uachtarán 
agus oifigí Chomhairle Uladh ; baill 
de na fochoistí agus na daoine a 
oibríonn ar son Chomhairle Uladh.

GAEILGE SA CHLUB
Tá C.L.G Uladh le bheith dílis do 
chur chun cinn an chultúir agus na 
teanga le €10,000 d’infheistíocht 
le haghaidh scoláireachtaí agus iad 
bronnta i mbliana ar 24 ball den C.L.G. 
don bhliain acadúil 18-19 don chúrsa 
Dioplóma sa Ghaeilge de chuid 
OIIscoil Uladh. 

24 scholarships for the Irish Language 
Diploma in Ulster University were 
awarded to Ulster GAA members 
under the Gaeilge sa Chlub scheme 
for the 2018-19 academic year. 
 
Ulster GAA’s Irish Language Officer 
has designed and delivered directive 
workshops to assist scholarship 
recipients in carrying out their 
projects to promote Irish language 
in their clubs. The recipients attend 
two sessions with our Irish Language 
Officer throughout their studies and 
are offered guidance and support in 
creating the most effective ways to 
encourage their fellow club members 
to use Irish.
It is hoped to increase the number of 
applicants/recipients going forward 
in order that this scheme can go from 
strength to strength.

Our thanks to Malachy O’Neill and 
his team at Ulster University for their 
assistance.

TRÁTH NA GCEIST BORD
The annual Ulster final of Tráth na 
gCeist Bord took place in Armagh on 
9th March 2018. The date was set to 
coincide with Seachtain na Gaeilge. 
All counties were encouraged to hold 
their respective competitions and 
send winners and runners up to the 
final and an additional team if they 
wished. Eighteen teams participated 
in total. While there was a good 
number of participants and the 
standard of knowledge was very high, 
we as a committee are aiming to have 
all the counties of Ulster represented 
next year by at least one team. 

Thanks, are extended to: Peadar 
Ó Murchú, Cisteoir Ard Mhacha 
for organising the room and 
refreshments; Pat Connaghan, 
Donegal who compiled the questions 
and Sean Ó Maoilste who acted as 
Máistir na gCeist for the evening. 

We acknowledge the ongoing 
support of Comhairle Uladh for this 
competition which was removed 
at National Level some years ago. 
The previous chairperson, Pat 
Connaghan started the discussion 
with the National Committee to 
have the competition reinstated. 
This was something I, along with the 
committee, have continued to work 
on and support, with many of the 
language enthusiasts who are active 
GAA members. 

Now, thankfully, Coiste na Gaeilge at 
national level are in the final stages 
of discussions regarding the format 
for an All-Ireland competiton. 

CÚRSA CUIMHNEACHÁIN 
SHÉAMUIS DE FAOITE 2018 – 
PRÍOMHPHOINTÍ
I láthair – Attendance: 134

This is the largest attendance to 
date. The Ard rang, and the two 
intermediate classrooms were full to 
capacity as was the bun rang and all 
in attendance reported that the week 
was very enjoyable. 

An Cúrsa:  
Ag an oscailt oifigiúil bhí oifigí ann 
ó Chomhairle Uladh, CLG Dhún na 
nGall, Ard Mhacha, Fear Manach, Tír 
Eoghain, an tAthair Charlie agus an 
Chanóin Brian Smeaton.

Leagan amach an Chúrsa –  
Layout for the course

– Ranganna: 10.30 r.n – 11.30r.n.

– Tae:  11.30 – 11.45 -  
Dé Luain – 11.45 – 12.00

– Ranganna: 11.45 – 1.00 i.n

– Lón: 1.00i.n. – 2.00i.n. 

–  Ranganna: 2.00 – 3.00  
Classes ended at 1.00pm on Friday

–  Ranganna damhsa agus ranganna 
ceoil: 3.15 – 4.30

DÉ LUAIN 16Ú IÚIL: 
–  Clárú, Fáiltiú agus Ranganna

–  7.30 i.n. Oscailt Oifigiúil - Uachtarán 
Chomhairle Uladh, Michael Hasson 
formally carried out the official 
opening and Fr. Charlie and 
Reverend Smeaton carried out 
the Ecumenical Blessing. Donegal 
County Board chairman, Mick 
McGrath and Cathaoirleach Choiste 
na Teanga agus na hOidhreachta 
CLG Uladh – Michael McArdle also 
spoke at the official opening.

–  The Anglo Celt cup and the county 
and national trophies that the local 
club, CLG na nDúnaibh won earlier 
in the year in Comórtas Peile na 
Gaeltachta which was hosted in 
Downings this year were all proudly 
on display.

–  8.00 i.n. Tea & Sandwiches

–  8.30 – 10.00 i.n.  
Ag féachaint siar thar 30 bliain - 
Looking back over 30 years. 
Panel: Máire de Faoite, Niall 
Cullen, Mick McGrath, Séamus 
Mac Giolla Phádraig, Michéal Mac 
Giolla Easpuig, Noreen Doherty, 
Roise Nic Laifeartaigh, Aodh Mac 
Laifeartaigh, Seán Mac Canna, Tom 
Daly. This event was specifically to 
celebrate the 30th anniversary of 
the course and those on the panel 
gave a tremendous insight to how 
the course has progressed over 
the years. The event was chaired by 
Fergus McGee and míle buíochas to 
all who participated.

DÉ MÁIRT 17Ú IÚIL: 
– Ranganna 
–  Ceolchoirm ó 8.00 – 10.30i.n.  

Óstán na Trá. This concert which  
has been part of the course for 
almost 20 years was once again  
a tremendous success with the  
best of Irish music, recitations, 
songs and comedy (In Irish and 
English) as well as a tremendous 
novelty act and sean-nós dancing. 

DÉ CÉADAOIN 18Ú IÚIL: 
–  Ranganna

–  8.30 – 10.00 Léacht le Uachtarán 
Chonradh na Gaeilge, an Dochtúir 
Niall Comer: The lecture covered 
Gaelic Sunday, Bliain na Gaeilge, 
125 bliain de Chonradh na Gaeilge. 
Oliver Galligan, Leas Uachtarán 
Chomhairle Uladh CLG, and Brian 
McAvoy, Rúnaí Chomhairle Uladh 
CLG also spoke after the lecture 
and corn cuimhneacháin Shéamuis 
de Faoite was presented to Niall 
Comer by Máire de Faoite and 
Oliver Galligan – Leas Uachtarán 
Chomhairle Uladh CLG. 

DÉARDAOIN 19Ú IÚIL: 
– Ranganna 

–  Aifreann – Mass at 8.00pm  
with Fr. Charlie 

–  Céilí Mór from 9.00 – 12.00 midnight. 
Many of those attending the course 
attended the céilí along with many 
céilí regulars from all parts of 
Donegal and a great night was had 
by all.
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DÉ HAOINE 20Ú IÚIL: 
– Ranganna 

–  At 1.30pm, Joe McHugh TD, 
Government Chief Whip and 
Minister of State at the Department 
of Culture with responsibility for 
Gaeilge, Gaeltacht and the Islands 
addressed all in attendance in 
the hall of Downings GAA club. Mr. 
McHugh complimented Comhairle 
Uladh CLG who sponsor the course 
and are the only provincial council 
in the country who run such an 
event for the promotion of the Irish 
language. 

–  2.00 – 4.30 scrúdú do na Fáinní Ór, 
na Fáinní Airgid agus Suaitheantais 
cúpla focal. The examiner was 
Réamonn Ó Ciaráin from Gael Linn 
agus tá buíochas mór tuillte ag 
Réamonn as ucht a chuid tacaíochta 
sa chuid seo den chúrsa. 

–  9.00 – 12.00 meán oíche:  
Siamsa mór an chúrsa agus 
bronnadh boinn óir, airgid 
agus suaitheantas cúpla focal 
chomh maith le hoíche mhór 
amhránaíochta, ceoil agus craic.  
The Paddy McFlynn memorial  
trophy was presented to the 
recipient for showing the greatest 
improvement in his command of  
the Irish language during the course 
of the week and the Tom Cullen 
memorial trophy was presented  
to local Downings GAA Club’s 
Culture and Language officer, 
John (Mhicí Rua) McBride for his 
contribution to the course over  
the past number of years.

NA MÚINTEOIRÍ:
– Bun Rang: Micheál Mac Laifeartaigh
– Meán Rang 1: Paddy Cutliffe
– Meán Rang 2: Caroline Cutliffe
– Ard Rang: Caitlín Ní Bhroin

COISTE OIBRE AN CHÚRSA
– Cathaoirleach: Fergus McGee

–  Rúnaí & Cláraitheoir: 
Séamus Mac Giolla Phádraig

–  Cisteoir: Naul McCole

–  Leas Chisteoirí:  
Peter Murphy & Pat Connaghan

–  Leas Chláraitheoir: Margaret McDaid

BUÍOCHAS
Míle buíochas to the team for all their 
work before and during the course 
and thanks also to Uachtarán, Leas 
Uachtarán, Rúnaí & Ard Stiúrthóir 
Chomhairle Uladh agus Cathaoirleach 
Choiste na Gaeilge agus Oidhreachta 
CLG Uladh for being in attendance  
at various points during the week. 

CLG na nDúnaibh also deserve 
our appreciation for all their work 
throughout the week. A review 
meeting was held in the Athletic 
Grounds in Ard Mhacha following the 
course to finalise the 2018 course 
business. Feedback was positive with 
some complimentary e-mails sent by 
people who enjoyed the week. 

Michael Hasson was present at 
this meeting and his input and 
support during his three years as 
Uachtarán Chomhairle Uladh CLG was 
acknowledged by the working group. 

Tá buíochas tuillte ag Conradh na 
Gaeilge a thug cuid mhaith tacaíochta 
dúinn arís i mbliana. Tá baint ag 
Conradh na Gaeilge, Gael Linn, Foras 
na Gaeilge agus Glór na nGael leis an 
chúrsa le trí bliana anuas agus tá CLG 
Uladh sásta go bhfuil an chomhoibriú 
seo ag leanúint ar aghaidh.
Fochoiste an Chúrsa: Cathaoirleach 
an chúrsa – Fergus Mac Aoidh, Rúnaí 
an chúrsa – Séamus Mac Giolla 
Phádraig, Cisteoir – Naul McCole, 
Peter Murphy, Pat Connaghan, 
Margaret McDaid.

PLEAN STRAITÉISEACH 
CHOMHAIRLE ULADH
Comhairle Uladh is committed to 
supporting our Culture, Heritage  
and Language.

Under the current Strategic Plan,  
the provision of an Irish Language 
Officer was seen as a major priority  
to enhance this goal. In July of this 
year Chomhairle Uladh secured 
funding from Foras na Gaeilge to 
appoint a Full Time Irish language 
Officer to serve the Council. 

In September, Tricia Ní Chearra, a 
member of the John Martins Glenn 
GAA Club in Co Down was appointed 
as Irish language Officer for Ulster GAA.

Thanks must go to my predecessor 
Pat Connaghan who initiated the 
application for funding this position 
approximately 3 years ago and to 
Diarmaid Marsden and his team for 
their perseverance and hard work  
to secure the funding. 

Tricia is currently compiling the 
responses from the audit carried  
out across the province this year 
which will help us define the needs  
of clubs and counties with regard to 
the promotion and development of 
our language and culture.

On behalf of the committee I would 
like to wish Tricia every success in  
her new role and have no doubt that 
she will prove to be a huge asset to 
the Council, Counties and Clubs of 
this province.

COMHBHRÓN
On behalf of Coiste na Gaeilge agus 
Oidhreachta I would like to express 
our sincere sympathies to the Gaels 
of Down on the sudden passing of 
their County Cultural and Language 
Officer William Smith on the 29th  
of May. 
William was an active member of 
our committee, a dedicated Gael, 
a personal friend, a man who had a 
genuine concern for others and a man 
who could offer sound advice and 
guidance when required.  

As County Irish and Cultural Officer 
William oversaw All-Ireland Titles 
being won in Solo Singing twice and 
in Ballad Group twice, his record in 
the annals of Scór in Down will not 
be easy surpassed. Yet there is one 
moment that gave him the greatest 
pride of all and that was when Niamh 
McDowell from his own Club was 
crowned All-Ireland Scór na nÓg 
Champion in 2017. I do not think there 
was a prouder man in the Waterfront 
Hall when the result was announced 
and Glasdrumman had an All-Ireland 
Champion. 

Glasdrumman was so important to 
William, it was his parish, it was where 
he was from and it was his Club, the 
Club he played for, the Club in which 
he served as a committee member 
and as a Chairperson. 

We as an Association are the poorer 
for his passing but richer in the 
strength that he gave us when we had 
him with us. 

To Aileen his wife, to Aidan, Eugene, 
Therese, Caroline, Aisling and his 
grandchildren we extend our deepest 
and heartfelt sympathies on the loss 
of a husband and father. 

Ar Dheis Dé go raibh a anam. 

BUÍOCHAS
Gabhaim buíochas le Clíodhna Nic 
Giolla Cheara, Rúnaí Choiste na 
Gaeilge agus na hOidhreachta ar son 
na hoibre atá déanta aici. Gabhaim 
buíochas fosta le baill an Choiste, 
Fergus Mac Aoidh (Dún na nGall), 
Donal Mag Aoidh (Tír Eoghain), 
Barra Ó Muirí (Ard Mhacha) Eoghain 
Ó Ciarnáin (Cabhán) Bronagh Nic 
Leannain (Aontroim), Máire Nic an 
tSuibhne, (Fear Manach), Liam Mac 
Gabhainn (RIP)(An Dún), Úna Mhic 
Fhearghusa  (Doire), Paula Mhic 
Aodha , (An Dún), Nollaig Mac Giolla 
Thuile (Muineachán), Pádraig Ó 
Connacháin (Dún na nGall), Ailis Nic 
an tSaoi (Scor Uladh). 

Thanks to Brian McAvoy and the 
staff of Comhairle Uladh for their 
assistance and help and a special 
thanks to an tUachtarán Micheal 
Hasson for his commitment a 
nd support to our Culture  
and Language.

MICEAL MAC ARDAIL
CATHAOIRLEACH,  

COISTE NA GAEILGE AGUS OIDHREACHTA   
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TUARASCÁIL COISTE NA REITEÓIRÍ14 
It is my pleasure and privilege 
to present my report to Ulster 
Convention. As another busy and 
successful year closes, I would like  
to pay tribute to all our referees  
in Ulster throughout 2018.  
 
The dedication, enthusiasm and 
commitment was once again very 
impressive and a reflection on the 
calibre of volunteers we have as 
Ulster Referees serving our games 
and representing their parishes,  
clubs and our province across  
Ireland and beyond. I would also  
like to record my appreciation 
 and thanks to Ulster Council Coiste 
Bainistí who have supported us  
in so many ways over the past year.

Our Ulster referees attended many 
seminars, training session and 
advisory meetings, many at short 
notice and did so with a willingness 
to improve as referees and also 
represent our province. 

In 2018, I am pleased to report that 
all our games in both hurling and 
football were refereed to the highest 
standard and I would like to take 
this opportunity to congratulate 
and thank all those referees who 
took charge, along with those who 
performed as Standby Referee, 
Linesman and Sideline Official.  
Our referees officiated at over  
300 games throughout the year,
a fantastic achievement.

In January 2018 all of our referees  
on Ulster Hurling and Football panels 
had their full Medical Checks done 
in Garvaghey. The medical checks 
consisted of Blood Pressure, Blood 
Cholesterol, Blood Glucose, BMI,  
Body Fat, ECG, and Health Screening. 

This program is a useful tool to 
referees to raise any health problems 
that may have occurred during a busy 

year and prepare them for the year 
ahead in Ulster and nationally. This 
programme is not made available  
to referees in any other province  
and is welcomed unanimously by  
our referees. 

I would like to personally, and on 
behalf of our referees thank Ulster 
Council Coiste Banistí for the ongoing 
support for the initiative, as once 
again Ulster lead the way in the 
wellbeing of our referees. Go raibh 
maith agat.

In January 2018 we also commenced 
the Ulster referees fitness and rules 
testing. The standards of the rules 
and fitness tests must continually be 
of the highest order and the referees 
themselves must take credit for their 
dedication over the closed season in 
maintaining the high level of fitness 
and rule interpretation that is now 
required at inter-county level. I am 
also confident that our referees will 
lead nationally with the rules testing 
and will also cope well with new rules 
and procedures that will come into 
force in 2019. 

The new rule changes at the recent 
Congress will also offer many 
challenges to our referees, we have 
organised a seminar at short notice 
in December to brief and prepare 
our officials for the games under 
the new rules. Once again they 
have risen to the challenge, giving 
up their time in the busy month of 
December, normally the only month 
they would have a break, to prepare 
and represent Ulster. They really are 
exceptional people.
In Ulster we strive to give our 
referees as much support and help 
as possible. Radio equipment, health 
checks and regular advisory reports 
illustrates this point. Again Ulster 
leads the way with these and many 
more initiatives.

I would like to congratulate Sean 
Hurson who refereed the All-Ireland 
Minor Football Final, and also 
Niall Cullen who took charge of 
the All-Ireland U20 Football Final. 
Congratulations also to Sean Laverty 
who represented our province 
in the All-Ireland final as fourth 
official. These appointment, and the 
appointments throughout the year  
are a positive indicator of the 
progress our officials are making  
in football at national level.

While we continue to see, and  
are delighted with the progress in 
football, a major disappointment 
in 2018, and many previous years, 
has been the lack of progress and 
appointment of our hurling referees 
at senior national level, within the 
Allianz HL and Senior Championship 
games. The fitness levels and rules 
tests scores, along with regular 
assessments and positive advisory 
reports clearly demonstrate that our 
hurling officials are among the best  
in the country. 

Our hurling referees must be 
appointed on the merits of national 
advisory reports and tests results. 
They rank among the best in Ireland, 
so I would ask the National Referee 
Appointments Committee, why are 
they not given the opportunity to 
officiate at the highest level, and 
to seriously look at the issue. This 
has been a problem for many years 
for Ulster hurling referees, I would 
respectfully request that this is  
finally addressed, and our officials  
are given the chance to progress  
to the highest level.

I can assure that both Secretary  
Jim O’Rourke and myself, along with 
Ulster Council officials, will request 
that our hurling referees are treated 
fairly with appropriate appointments 
which they have earned through their 
dedication and commitment.

The achievements of our referees 
should never be underestimated, 
and I must make special reference 
to our referees who were involved 
in Overseas Finals in 2018. The past 
number of years Ulster has provided 
referees across the globe. This year 
Mark Dorrian and Tarlach Conway 
represented our province in New York 
along with Martin Conroy and Barry 
Winters who handled the Canadian 
Finals. Mark O’Neill and James Lewis 
refereed the British Hurling and 
Scottish Football Finals respectively. 
We received fantastic positive 
feedback from all the finals, with all 
of these officials representing Ulster 
with great confidence, aplomb and 
with the highest integrity.

The same can also be said of our 
referees who officiated in our own 
Ulster Club Finals. Congratulations  
to James Connors in the Ulster Senior 
Hurling and to Barry Winters and Colin 
Murray in the Intermediate Hurling 
Championship Final.  
 

Barry had to retire with injury during 
the game with Colin taking on the 
second half, an example of teamwork 
of the highest level and credit to 
both men with their preparation 
and organisation. Also well done to 
Tarlach Conway in the Ulster Junior 
Hurling Championship Final. 

Congratulations to their football 
counterparts, Noel Mooney, Dan 
Mullan and Conor Dourneen in their 
respective Senior, Intermediate and 
Junior Football Finals.  I have no 
doubt the high standard of officiating 
contributed to an intriguing and 
exciting provincial championship.
The standard of all our officials has 
been extremely high and improving 
year on year. Maith thú to all our 
Ulster referees. We should all be very 
proud of them.

I would also like to congratulate the 
graduates from our Ulster Referees 
Academy on their ongoing journey 
and learning and look forward to 
welcoming them onto the Ulster 

referee panel in the not too distant 
future. It has been fantastic to see 
them growing and learning in our 
academy, and a special thanks must 
go to CJ McGourty and Ryan Mellon 
for their guidance and commitment 
over the past year.

To our match advisors, I would like  
to pay a special thanks. We now  
have a number of match advisors  
who provide our officials with detailed 
feedback and advice.  
 
We are fortunate to have this 
dedicated team of advisors in 
Ulster who have advised on over 
120 games throughout 2018. Given 
that these reports take up to five 
hours to complete this is a massive 
achievement by our advisory team. 
All our games from minor to senior in 
hurling and football are advised. 

I would like to pay a special tribute 
to our Referees’ Committee. Our first 
Referees’ Committee meeting was in 
January, when we put plans in place 
for the incoming year. 
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As a working committee I have to say 
we had some meaningful discussions 
or even heated debates at times but  
all for the betterment of refereeing 
and for our referees in Ulster.  
 
A massive thanks to all the members 
of the referees committee as well as 
our Technical Officers Brian Crowe 
and Frank Mc Donald, along with 
Gerard Devlin and Tommy McIntyre 
and our Academy Co-ordinators 
CJ McGourty and Ryan Mellon. Our 
Technical Officers provide continual 
support for all of referees in Ulster 
and give expert advice at seminars 
and training days and whenever  
our referees seek advice. They’re 
all available to our referees at short 
notice and are held in the highest 
esteem with all our referees.
During the year we had nine  
meetings at the Ulster Council  
Offices Administrators also had a 
major role to play in match day events 
at all our games throughout Ulster. 

The Ulster Referee Administration 
Committee travelled from all over 
our province representing their 
counties and referees. My thanks to 
Brendan Toland, Dermott Love, Sean 
Curran, Michelle Bennett, Cormac 
Connolly, John Devlin, Henry McCloy, 
Seamus Walsh and John Duffy for their 
experienced input at meetings and 
also for looking after our travelling 
officials at the respective county 
venues throughout Ulster. 

I would like to personally thank 
Committee Secretary Jim O’Rourke. 
He is always there to assist, organise 
and offer advice to me and many 
others.  Jim is ever present at all 
our games along the sideline in all 
weathers. I would also like to thank 
Paul Doris who also assists at our 
games on the sideline and at our 
referee seminars within Ulster.

14 
The President’s Awards night was 
once again a major success for our 
referees who were presented with 
their awards for refereeing finals in 
the province. Congratulations are in 
order to Sean Hurson for receiving the 
John McGlinchey Cup, a very worthy 
recipient, and also to all our officials 
who were honoured on the night.   
I would like to thank outgoing Ulster 
President Michael Hasson and all  
the Officers for their continual 
support in referee development. 
Without that support and the many 
initiatives they encourage, the 
ongoing development, improvement 
and wellbeing of our referees in 
 Ulster would simply not happen. 

I would be totally confident that the 
incoming president will continue 
to promote Ulster referees to the 
highest level and continue to lead us 
where others will follow.

Also, a special word of thanks to 
our Games Administration Manager 
Stephen Donnelly and Niall Muldoon 
who leave no stone unturned on 
the many roles they undertake 
throughout the year in pursuit of 
referee development.

One of the saddest days of my GAA 
life was attending the funeral of Ulster 
referee Paul McKeever. Much has 
been written about Paul, and I, along 
with all our referees, administrators 
and technical officers were devastated 
to learn of Paul’s passing. 

Paul refereed an Ulster Senior 
League Final in March and an U20 
Championship game this May. Paul 
will be remembered by all in Ulster as 
a dedicated referee and a man of the 
highest integrity and always available 

to help and advise our younger less 
experienced referees. He indeed was 
a role model in Ulster, Antrim and with 
his beloved Casements, Portglenone. 
Our sympathy to his wife Nicola, sons 
Ryan and Connor and daughter Erin 
and the entire McKeever family. He 
will be sorely missed.  

Ar dhies De go raibh a anam
Is mise le meas.

SEAMUS Ó MUIRI 
CATHAOIRLEACH,  

COISTE NA REITEOIRÍ
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TURASCÁIL RÚNAÍ 
CHOISTE SCÓR ULADH15 

We are in the midst of celebrating our culture as our members take to the 
stages in Ulster to showcase their talents and participate in Scór. The Scór na 
nÓg competition was, as always, well supported. We had two semi-finals held  
in Galbally and Swatragh, with Downpatrick hosting the final.  The following 
acts were successful in the final and became Ulster champions.

BUAITEOIRÍ  ULADH SCÓR NA NOG 2018

Rince Foirne Ard Mhacha Cill Shléibhe (Killeavy)

Amhránaíocht Aonair An Cabhán Cian Ó Muiri (Cian Murray) Loch Gamhna

Aithriseoireacht Fear Manach Odhran Mac an hAirbín (Odhran Harbinson)  
Doire Ó gConáile

Bailéad Grúpa An Cabhán Cor na Féinne

Léiriú Stáitse Aontroim Naomh Mhuire Achadh Gallain  
(Aghagallon)

Ceol Uirlise Tír Eoghain Fionntamhnach An Phiarsaigh (Fintona)

Rince Seit Doire Gleann an Iolair (Glenullin)

Scór Sinsir semi-finals were held in the west and east of the Province, namely 
Burtonport in Donegal and Glenavy in Antrim. Silverbridge hosted the final. 
Again the competitions were of a high standard and the successful acts going 
forward to represent Ulster in the All-Ireland were:

BUAITEOIRÍ ULADH SCÓR SINSIR 2018

Rince Foirne Doire Ualtár Ó Gréacháin (Glen Maghera)

Amhránaíocht Aonair Tír Eoghain Dearbhla Ní Scealláin (An Goirtín)

Aithriseoireacht Tír Eoghain Annette Ní Cheallaigh (An Charraig Mhór)

Bailéad Grúpa Ard Mhacha Carraig an Chropáin (Carrickcruppen)

Léiriú Stáitse Tír Eoghain Doire Treasc (Derrytresk)

Ceol Uirlise An Cabhán Mullagh hÓdhrán (Mullahoran)

Rince Seit An Cabhán Cros ar Loch (Crosserlough)

The All-Ireland competitions were held in Sligo. Scór na 
nÓg took place in February with the senior competition 
being held in April. In the Scór na nÓg Cill Shléibhe 
won the Rince Foirne competition thus keeping the 
title in Armagh. Corn a Féinne, An Cabhán put in a great 
performance in winning Tráth na gCeistenna against very 
strong competition.We had two winners in the Scór Sinsir 
competition. Once again we won the Rince Foirne with 
Ualtár Ó Gréacháin, An Gleann, Doire the successful act. 

In the solo singing Dearbhla Ní Scealláin, An Goirtín,  
Tír Eoghain deservedly became All-Ireland champion.

At the Scór Sinsir final Paddy Mee from Armagh was 
honoured for his dedication and service to Scór over the 
years. A well deserved award. I congratulate not only 
those who were successful in winning both Provincial and 
All-Ireland titles but all who entertained us over the winter. 

Although there is a sense of 
achievement in winning the  
overriding ethos of Scór is friendship.
Many a new friendship is forged and 
many lifetime friendships are made.
Like football or hurling Scór is 
stronger in some of our counties  
than in others but all counties are 
making a determined effort  
to improve participation.

There is an amazing amount work 
and effort put in by clubs and their 
members to promote our culture.  
From giving us the use of their 
premises, to stewarding, coaching 
their competitors, and, of course 
competing, a vast amount of people 
are involved in giving us such  
great entertainment.

On the nights of our competitions 
we are indebted to our Adjudicators 
for carrying out their difficult task, to 
those who acted as Fear an Tí or Bean 
an Tí and to our faithful Ulster Council 
doormen Danny, Pat and Mick.

Scór is 50 years in existence this 
year and as part of celebrating this 
milestone every Province will hold  
a Concert to showcase our member’s 
talents. Other events will also be 
planned and it is our aim that all 
clubs will participate in some activity 
to mark this occasion. A Scór Forum 
is also planned for this year. Counties 
will be able to submit any proposals 
or ideas they might have to help the 
smooth running of our competitions 
and also to discuss our Rules.

I wish to thank Club and County Scór 
committees for the trojan work they 
carry out and the Officers and staff 
of Comhairle Uladh especially Claire 
Curran, Geraldine McKavanagh and 
Paul Sanders for their assistance over 
the year.

Michael Hasson, Uachtarán Comhairle 
Uladh, concludes his term of office 
and on behalf of Coiste Scór Uladh 
I thank him for the support and 
assistance he gave this committee 
during this time. We wish him well  
and good health in the future.

Over the past three years I have 
had the honour of working with 
the members of Coiste Scór Uladh 
ably led by Ailish McEntee.  Ailish 
is passionate about Scór, as all the 
members of the committee are. 
She ran the meetings efficiently 
and all the arrangements for our 
competitions were meticulous.
I thank all the members of the 
committee for their assistance and 
courtesy shown to me in this time.

On a sad note we lost a good friend and 
valuable member of our committee 
this year. William Smith was a proud 
Glassdrumman and Down man. He 
was a gentleman who represented  
his county with honour. If any issue 
arose at a meeting requiring a 
difficult decision you could be sure 
that after giving it some thought 
William would have come up with 
a solution. His guidance and good 
humour is badly missed. 

On behalf of Coiste Scór Uladh I 
extend our sympathy to Aileen and 
family, to Glassdrumman and to 
Chontae an Dúin. Ar dheis Dé go  
raibh a anam. Ard Mhacha lost a 
Scór stalwart with the death of Pat 
Evans from Carrickcruppen. He had a 
long involvement in his county as a 
competitor , winning two All -Ireland 
medals in Rince Seit, as a mentor and 
a committee member. May he rest  
in peace.

During my time on this committee I 
have been privileged to meet so many 
people in our counties who give of 
their time and expertise to promote 
our culture.

I thank them for this and as long 
as we have people of their calibre 
Scór will be an integral part of our 
Association in this Province.

DÓNAL MAC GIOLLA EARNÁIN
RÚNAÍ
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TUARASCÁIL COISTE CÓD EITICE 
AGUS DHEA - CHLEACHTADH16 

SAFEGUARDING &  
CHILD PROTECTION
A latent challenge faced by all 
grassroots, volunteer-led bodies, 
including the GAA, is to ensure it  
offers all its members, not least its 
most vulnerable, a safe, fun and 
welcoming environment in which  
to participate in its activities.

 Moreover, integrating professional 
staff, employed on account of their 
expertise and insight, with volunteers 
who bring local knowledge and 
understanding, to create a coherent 
workforce is a challenge not always 
successfully met. However, through 
the auspices of Choiste Cód Eitice 
agus Dea-Chleachtadh, which I have 
the pleasure of Chairing, Ulster GAA 
can be confident it offers a ‘best in 
class’ example of this integration 
in a sporting environment. Led by 
the indomitable Bernie Fox and 
ably supported by Kathy Kelly and 
Conn Stevenson, the Province can 
be assured it has some of the finest 
people working in this field on 
the island. They are supported by 
Childrens’ Officers within each of 
our nine counties who demonstrate 
a remarkable dedication to their 
work, evidenced by their combined 
membership on a number of national 
committees across this field. 

The quantity and quality of the work 
they have undertaken during 2018 
is testimony to their dedication and 
desire to ensure the young people 
of Ulster, in particular, continue to 
have the opportunity to participate as 
members of our wonderful association 
in a full and unfettered manner.  
We are indebted to them for their 
tremendous endeavours.

DURING THIS PAST YEAR WE HAVE  
BEEN LOOKING AT THE FOLLOWING  
AREAS OF WORK: 

ACCESS NI & GARDA VETTING
Ulster GAA successfully completed 
our Compliance Audit with Access NI 
in 2018, where our procedures and 
policies in line with the code  
of practice were examined by an 
Access NI Compliance team.  
 
We were delighted with this review 
and are happy to report that there 
were no recommendations. Processing 
of Access NI Vetting continues to be 
a pivotal element of the work of the 
Safeguarding team within Ulster GAA 
and we are encouraged by the number 
of volunteers in our Association who 
have completed their Access NI, with 
over 31,000 through the process to 
date. We also take this opportunity 
to remind all of our constituent units 
of the requirement to ensure that all 
of those who work with children and 
young people must be vetted prior to 
commencement of their work in the 
position applied. We thank Tom Clarke 
and his team at Access NI for their 
assistance in processing applications 
and dealing with queries. 

We continue to provide the Vetting 
service for our clubs in Cavan, 
Monaghan and Donegal and have 
found the e-vetting process to be 
efficient and reliable with over 12,000 
through the system to date, and we 
acknowledge the role of the National 
Vetting Bureau and thank them for 
assisting us with this.

Our work in Risk Assessment  
involving our Case Management  
Teams continues to operate with  
the highest level of professionalism 
and confidentiality, and is an 
essential element within our Safe 
Recruitment procedures. 

AUDIT 
Once again Coiste Baniste Uladh in 
conjunction with an Coiste Cód Eitice 
agus Dea commissioned an Audit of 
all clubs in Ulster to ensure that they 
are compliant with any best practice 
and legal requirements in terms of 
Safeguarding. All clubs were provided 
with a list of those vetted and trained 
in the GAA Safeguarding 1 workshop 
and for the first time, alongside the list 
of those with coaching award levels, 
and asked to ensure there are no gaps 
in terms of the lists held by us and 
those working with children and young 
people in their club. 

We asked all clubs to confirm 
compliance with this, to confirm 
that their Risk Assessment and 
Safeguarding Statements are 
complete and on display as required 
and to reflect all of this in their 
Club AGM Minutes. This was a time 
consuming task where attention to 
detail and due diligence was required 
and it was achieved before the end 
of November, a mere 7 weeks after it 
commenced. 

County Children’s Officers are now 
working with each club to ensure 
compliance is at its highest level since 
we commenced our audit process 
4 years ago. Our sincere thanks are 
extended to Conn Stevenson, assisted 
by Kathy Kelly and Michael Glover 
in compiling and distributing this 
information in such a professional and 
timely manner. 

FEILE 2018
Down played host to Feile Peil na nÓg 
for 2018, with input from some clubs in 
Armagh at the end of June. Preparation 
to ensure that all Host Families were 
vetted in time began earlier this year 
and while this was a mammoth task, 
it was achieved in excellent time and 
was a true testament to the hard work 
and commitment of our Safeguarding 

team in Ulster GAA, Mark Fitzsimmons, 
Down Children’s Officers, Feile Officers 
and the Children’s Officers in each of 
the clubs. We are indebted to them 
and their Host Families for their 
work and support in ensuring that 
all children being hosted had a safe 
environment in which to stay during 
the competition as they made many 
happy memories that will last  
a lifetime. 

NATIONAL COMMITTEES
We continue to be represented on 
the National Child Safeguarding 
Committee level by Barney Herron 
and Anne Fortune on the overarching 
Committee, both of whom bring a 
wealth of expertise and knowledge of 
Safeguarding to their group and they 
continue to be a strong voice for the 
Association in Ulster.  Gary Duffy and 
Barney also represent Ulster GAA on 
the Training subcommittee to ensure 
that the training programmes that 
are devised can be delivered across 
both jurisdictions and that the content 
reflects the legal and best practice 
requirements both North and South. 

We wish also to acknowledge and 
thank these committees and indeed 
Gearoid Ó Maoilmhichíl and Michelle 
Harte for their unstinting support 
and guidance when dealing with 
Safeguarding issues in Ulster. 

SAVE OUR SMILES CAMPAIGN
Ulster GAA were delighted to work 
in partnership with The Irish News 
and weighed in behind the National 
Parent in Sport Week in October 2018 
where our Save our Smiles Campaign 
highlighted the positive involvement 
of parents in the GAA. Our virals 
encouraged our clubs to celebrate the 
valuable role that Parents have to play 
in the effective running of our games 
and activities and in ensuring that 
their children reach their maximum 
potential in a fun environment.  
This year we also ran a competition 
with the Irish News and supported by 
O’Neill’s International Ltd, where we 
asked our clubs to forward pictures of 
happy smiling children participating in 
Gaelic Games. 

The response to this was fantastic 
and it was a difficult task to choose 
the top ten and the final winners. 
Congratulations to Lamh Dhearg 
Camogs in Antrim who won a set  
of O’Neill’s Jerseys. This is a fantastic 
initiative that has been very well 
received by our clubs and counties 
and promoted accordingly. We thank 
our partners The Irish News and all 
of those who participated in the 
campaign. 

TACKLING BULLYING
We continued to promote our Tackling 
Bullying Programme throughout the 
year, placing focus around the National 
Anti-Bullying Week in November 2018, 
where our messages were widely 
supported and publicised across 
all of our Counties and constituent 
units. We encourage all clubs to 
adopt a zero tolerance approach 
to bullying behaviour, to create a 
culture where that type of behaviour 
is totally unacceptable and to deal 
with incidents of bullying in line with 
our guidelines.  There was an increase 
in demand in 2018 for the Tackling 
Bullying course and there will be 
further seminars in 2018 to assist our 
clubs in dealing with these issues at 
local level. 

TRAINING
Safeguarding 1:  
Our Safeguarding Children and Young 
People in Sport workshop remains at 
the forefront of our suite of training 
courses available as a requirement 
for all those who work with children 
and young people in our Association. 
The audit process continues to lead 
to an increase in demand for these 
workshops, with over 280 courses 
completed in 2018, adding to our 
growing database which now sits at 
over 46,500 participants. 
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Safeguarding 2: 
Children’s Officer Workshop continue 
to run in our Counties where we are 
targeting those new to the role for 
2018. This course has been a valuable 
addition to our training resources 
as it provides specific training for 
all club children’s officers, who 
have the ultimate responsibility of 
implementing all of our Safeguarding 
policies and procedures.  

Safeguarding 3:  
Designated Officer training has now 
commenced which completes the set 
of training courses for the key officers 
directly involved in Safeguarding in 
the Association. This will be targeted 
towards Club Chairpersons who 
automatically assume the role of 
Designated Officer unless otherwise 
appointed, and will ensure they 
are provided with the knowledge 
to be able to fulfil the duties of the 
Designated Officer in dealing with 
allegations of abuse. 

Club Officer training:  
2019 will continue with ensuring New 
Officers are upskilled in the role of 
Children’s Officer, and we will focus on 
conflict resolution through dialogue 
with those who have been in the role 
for some time now. 

We are fortunate in Ulster to have such 
a highly skilled and talented cohort of 
tutors, who deliver this training on our 
behalf. Without their knowledge, skills 
and expertise, the standard of training 
we deliver would not be possible to 
maintain, and we will continue to 
support them in their important role 
within Safeguarding. 

Restorative Practice Training:  
This year Ulster GAA worked in 
partnership with Martina Jordan 
of ConsensusNI, who delivered 
Restorative Practice Training to 
16 participants from across the 
Safeguarding Teams in Ulster Counties. 

This two-day training workshop 
upskilled those present to be able  
to employ restorative practices at a 
local level to diffuse conflict  
situations as they arise, and indeed  
to resolve matters as appropriate 
using restorative methods that ensure 
all parties are heard equally and fairly, 
where they understand the impact  
of their actions on others and can  
then agree a way forward. 

Restorative practice is very 
successfully used across many 
different organisations including  
Youth Justice and Education sectors 
and has proved to be highly effective 
in reducing the levels of reoffending  
in both settings, and I have no doubt 
the skills and knowledge gained by 
those present will be effective in 
dealing with many different matters  
of a Safeguarding and or conflict 
nature in an informal manner.  

16 
DEALING WITH ALLEGED 
BREACHES OF THE CODE  
OF BEHAVIOUR
Our focus in dealing with issues of 
poor practice and breaches of the 
code is always placed on immediate 
informal response by the Childrens’ 
officer, either at club or county level.  
 
We continue to encourage our 
constituent units to resolve issues 
through the use of dialogue in an 
informal manner where possible to 
ensure they do not escalate. However, 
there are times when this is not 
possible and therefore the formal 
procedures of dealing with the issue 
as an alleged breach of the code of 
behaviour have to be followed.  
 
Training for those at County level  
who sit on the County Determining  
and Hearings committees with the 
remit of dealing with these issues 
will be offered again in 2019. We 
encourage all clubs and county 
boards to ensure that the relevant 
committees are in place for 2019 to 
deal with alleged breaches of the  
code of behaviour should the event 
arise when they are needed.

SAFEGUARDING IN SPORT 
STRATEGIC GROUP NI
Safeguarding leads in sports 
sectors have come together with 
key organisations and agencies 
that we work in partnership with, 
including Sport NI, Sport Ireland, 
NSPCC CPSU, PSNI, Government 
Departments, Volunteer Now, and 
the Health and Social Care Trusts 
to form the Safeguarding in Sport 
Strategic Group, tasked with looking 
at where improvements can be made 
to strengthen safeguarding in sport 
across the board.  

DAITHÍ Ó HOSÁIN 

In 2018, Ulster GAA have proudly 
chaired this group and we have 
looked at training and standards 
and the challenges faced by Sports 
Organisations that are All Island 
bodies. Legislation changes in the 
south with the implementation of 
children first on the 1st December 2017 
have, for the first time brought us to 
a situation where the safeguarding 
legal requirements placed on Sports 
Organisations as providers of services 
to children through Sport are stronger 
in the South than in the North. 

These changes lead to what were 
previously best practice policies 
and procedures with regard to 
safeguarding, now becoming a 
mandatory requirement for clubs. 
In the association we have adopted 
policy that is in line with the highest 
standard set, however we contend 
that this difference in Legislation is 
no longer good enough and continue 
to seek a review into current best 
practice requirements in the North  
in a bid to achieve consistency across 
both jurisdictions. 
 
We hope that the current legislation 
that facilitates vetting in NI will also  
be reviewed with a view to bringing  
it into line with the stronger legislation 
with regard to mandatory vetting 
prior to commencement of post 
that exists in the South. Without a 
functioning executive, it has been 
difficult for the group to progress the 
campaigns for change in the way we 
would like; meanwhile, we continue to 
work on improving and strengthening 
Safeguarding in sport by working 
collaboratively with each other.  
 
We take this opportunity to thank all  
of those we work in partnership with 
as outlined above. 

BUIOCHAS
I wish to acknowledge and thank  
the members of an Choiste Cód Eitice 
agus Dea-Chleachtadh, Barney Herron 
(Aointroim), Reamonn O Ciarian (Ard 
Mhacha), Anne Fortune (An Cabhán), 
Sean Devlin (Doire), Gary Duffy (Dún 
nan Gall), Mark Fitzsimmons (An 
Dún) Finola Owens (Fear Manach) 
John McArdle (Muineachán) Adrian 
Nugent (Tír Eoghain), Kathryn Bradley 
(Camogie), Gerry Doherty (Ulster LGFA), 
We thank our County Chairpersons 
who automatically assume the role  
of County Designated Officer and 
provide invaluable support to our 
Children’s Officers.  
 
It is important to acknowledge and 
thank those who fulfil the roles of 
Club Designated Officer and Children’s 
Officers, they have a very difficult task 
in implementing the code at grass 
roots level and we are indebted to 
them for their work. Finally, I wish to 
thank Bernie Fox, Kathy Kelly and Conn 
Stevenson for all their hard work in the 
area of Safeguarding, they continue 
to go beyond what is expected of 
them and we are very grateful to them 
for the level of professionalism they 
display and their attention to detail in 
this critical area of work. 
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TUARASCÁIL CUMANN 
NA MBUNSCOL17 

INTRODUCTION
2017/2018 has been a very successful 
year for Cumann na mBunscol Uladh. 
All events were well organised and 
ran smoothly. All competitions were 
completed and we had all our counties 
competing in our Indoor Football 
Competitions, for the first time.

ORGANISATION
The committee met three times  
during the year. All of our meetings 
were very well attended. I wish to 
thank all of the committee members, 
for their commitment in attending 
our meetings and for all their work in 
the promotion and development of 
Gaelic Games and Culture within our 
Schools. I am sure all of the schools 
throughout the province appreciate 
all their hard work. 

GAMES/COMPETITIONS
A lot of work went into organising 
the indoor competitions and a 
massive ‘thank you’ to Cumann na 
mBunscol Doire who hosted both 
finals days, to the Referees and to 
the officers of Cumann na mBunscol 
Uladh who were present at the Boys 
and Girls Football Finals on Day 1 
and the Hurling and Camogie Finals 
on Day 2. The Meadowbank Sports 
Centre which hosted the finals is a 
fantastic venue.  Congratulations 
to Bunscol Pobal Feirste, County 
Antrim (Boys Football), Saint Patrick’s 
Roan, Eglish, County Tyrone (Girls 
Football), Saint  Colmcille’s Primary 
School, Carrickmore, County Tyrone 
(Hurling) and Saint Mary’s Primary 
School, Draperstown, County Derry 
(Camogie), on winning their respective 
Ulster titles and to all the other 
participating schools, who made the 
two days an enjoyable experience for 
all concerned. The skill levels on both 
days, was a sight to behold.

QUIZ
A big ‘thank you’ to Cumann na 
mBunscol Muineachain for hosting this 
years quiz final, in the Hillgrove Hotel, 
with 18 schools taking part. Teams 
from Antrim, Armagh, Cavan, Derry, 
Donegal, Down, Fermanagh, Monaghan 
and Tyrone competed. In 1st Place 
was Scoil  Mhuire from Clontibret, 
County Monaghan, in 2nd Place was 
Scoil Bhride from Mullaghrafferty, 
Carrickmacross, County Monaghan, 
in 3rd Place was Milltown National 
School from Belturbet, County Cavan 
and in 4th Place was Saint Colmcille’s 
Primary School from Carrickmore, 
County Tyrone. The atmosphere was 
very relaxed and all of the children 
thoroughly enjoyed the competition. 

Darren Hughes was on hand to present 
the trophies to the winning teams.  
He then went around the hall to talk  
to all of the teams. He signed 
autographs and was also 
photographed with the children.  

HANDBALL
Congratulations to Cumann na 
mBunscol Aontroim for hosting the 
Ulster Handball Exhibition Games, in 
Meanscoil Feirste and Cumann Naomh 
Pol. Parents and teachers present on 
the day, witnessed a superb standard 
of handball on display.  The players 
came from Antrim, Armagh, Cavan, 
Donegal, Down, Monaghan and Tyrone. 
The winning Singles and Doubles 
Players qualified for the Boys and 
Girls All-Ireland Skills Exhibition Day, 
which were held in the Kingscourt 
Handball Centre in County Cavan. Once 
again, thanks to Cumann na mBunscol 
Aontroim for organising the day, to 
the referees and to the committee 
members of Cumann na mBunscol 
Uladh who were present on the day. 

Girls Under 11 Singles Winner – 
 Laura Duff, Saint Teresa’s Primary 
School, Loughmacrory, County Tyrone.

Girls Under 11 Doubles Winners -  
Keeva Owens and Cara McCrory, 
Drumduff Primary School, Beragh, 
County Tyrone.

Girls Under 13 Singles Winner –  
Fiona Flood, Deravoy National School, 
County Monaghan.
Girls Under 13 Doubles Winners– 
Roisin Gunn and Grainne Brady, 
Milltown National School, County 
Cavan.

Boys Under 11 Singles Winners –  
Shea Monroe, Saint Colmcille’s Primary 
School, Carrickmore, County Tyrone.

Boys Under 11 Doubles Winners –  
Sean Kennedy and Ryan McCallan, 
Saint Mary’s Primary School, Pomeroy, 
County Tyrone.

Boys Under 13 Singles Winner –  
Niall McGee, Mullagh National School, 
County Cavan.
Boys Under 13 Doubles Winners – 
Adam McKenna and Conor O’Reilly, 
Mullagh National School, County 
Cavan.

MINI GAMES
Thanks to all, who helped in organising 
the half-time games during the Ulster 
Senior Football Championship Games, 
where 216 players participated. 
Unfortunately, there were no half-
time games for the Hurlers, this year. 
I would like to thank Comhairle Uladh 
for all their help and support, at the 
Mini Games.

CONCLUSION
I wish to thank all of those who 
have helped me during the year, 
in particular my fellow committee 
members. To all the teachers and 
coaches throughout Ulster, that I  
have been in contact with, thank you 
for your courtesy and quick response 
to emails. I wish to thank all the 
officers who co-ordinated different 

MANUS O’DOMHNAIL
RUNAI CUMANN NA  
MBUNSCOL ULADH)

events throughout the year, which 
made my job easier, to the schools  
and GAA clubs who gave us the use  
of their facilities for our competitions. 
Without your support and co-
operation we would have trouble 
fulfilling are extensive programme  
of activities

Unfortunately each year some of 
our members lose somebody who is 
close to them. I want to express my 
own sympathies and those of the 
committee to all who have suffered a 
bereavement during the year. 

Is mise le mor meas,
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There have been 70 competitions played in 2017 / 18 i.e. 46 in Football, and 24 in Hurling, and the number of participating 
units in our games was 139 (132 schools + 7 amalgamated teams). The delivery of 70 competitions involving 1,800 games 
across 6 football and 4 hurling divisions is an huge organisational task and an enormous achievement; reports such 
as these usually leave the thanks to the end, but I want to start this year by acknowledging all those who have worked 
together to make that possible.  

BUIOCHAS

1.  
The teachers in the Gaelic Games 
departments in our individual schools 
who volunteer to coach teams and 
who also arrange the vast majority 
of games. Dual schools which field 
10/ 12 teams are bigger than the 
average club in size and scope, and, 
at the other end of the spectrum, the 
smaller school fielding 3 or 4 teams 
with maybe only one PE teacher who 
ploughs a lonely furrow faces an 
equally challenging task.

2.  
Our main sponsors Danske Bank 
whose support makes our programme 
and activities possible; our partners 
O’Neills Sportswear for its generous 
support also; this includes 4 free kits 
for the finalists on the 17th March  
and making available footballs and 
sliotars to us at significantly reduced 
rates which we then distribute free  
to schools.

3.  
The Officers and staff of Comhairle 
Uladh for their support, not least in 
the provision of our Servicing Officer, 
Niall Muldoon, whose energetic work 
in support of the volunteers has made 
such a significant difference. 

4.  
Our army of 40-50 competition and 
group co-ordinators who ensure that 
competitions progress largely as per 
schedule, bearing in mind that it would 
be impossible for a Servicing Officer to 
handle the vast array of competitions 
and games without the continuing 
input from that large number of 
volunteers.

5.  
Those clubs and counties who 
make their grounds available to us 
for games, particularly the Athletic 
Grounds, MUSA, Queen’s University etc.

6.  
All the referees who officiated at those 
1,800 games during this past school 
year, always bearing in mind that the 
referee, while we may not always 
agree with all his decisions, is the only 
indispensable individual at any game.

7.  
All those individuals and outlets who 
have ensured that our games get 
the enormous publicity which they 
deserve:

(A)  Paul Heaney (Armagh TV) who 
this year has covered 25 of our 
main games and events, and 
whose highlights packages have 
an extensive audience (260,000 
already in this school year) on 
our website, on Facebook, and on 
Twitter. In addition, Paul and his 
team broke new ground for us this 
year with the ‘live’ transmission 
of the Mageean Cup Final on 27th 
October, and their transmission of 
the MacLarnon Cup Final reached  
a worldwide audience of 59,000.

(B)   We get huge coverage in the 
Irish News, and the man who is 
almost entirely responsible for 
that is Seamus McAleenan (St 
Killian’s Garron Tower); many of 
you can testify to his diligence 
in chasing up information for 
previews and match reports. 
The multiple column inches 
devoted to our activities are 
priceless; they increase our 
profile organisationally thereby 
impressing our sponsors, and they 
increase the profile and enhance 
the reputation of individual schools 
which is important in this age of 
falling enrolments. In addition, 
Seamus posts all his match reports 
on our website.

(C)  The Irish News for the space which 
it devotes to our games, and the 
local press in the various counties 
for their interest and coverage.

(D)  Mark Grogan who continues to 
manage and oversee our website, 
and is an ever-reliable source of 
expertise in such matters.

(E)  Sean Daly for his ingenuity in 
promoting our games via our 
Twitter account.

(F)  All the photographers in particular 
Jim Dunne, Maurice McKay, 
John Curly McIlwaine and Paddy 
McIlwaine who have publicised our 
games in the press and on social 
media sites, and also provided us 
with photos free of charge for the 
website and for our 17th March 
Finals programme.

(G)  TTM for its extensive coverage, 
particularly in the Mid Ulster area.

(H)  All those who utilise and promote 
our Twitter account (now 13,400 
Followers, up from 3,500 in 2013), 
and our Facebook page (now 
11,400 Followers, up from 2,450 in 
2013).

 (I)  Raphael Gatt for outstanding 
programmes for the Mageean Cup 
Final, and for 17th March Finals, and 
Niall Muldoon who compiled 20 
other match programmes during 
the year; these are distributed free-
of-charge at games, and are much 
appreciated by our patrons.

8.  
All those others, of whom there are 
so many, outside our schools and 
committee who willingly help with our 
activities because they believe in what 
we do; men like Seamus O’Hare who 
voluntarily travelled from Belfast to 
various venues on many occasions to 
assist with ‘gates’, for us.

9.  
The general public who support our 
games, and the GAA followers who 
regard schools’ football as attractive 
and entertaining because it has 
largely escaped the claustrophobic 
defensive-oriented trends in  
this millennium. 
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There have been 70 competitions 
played in 2017 / 18 i.e. 46 in 
Football, and 24 in Hurling, and the 
number of participating units in 
our games was 139 (132 schools + 7 
amalgamated teams). The delivery 
of 70 competitions involving 1,800 
games across 6 football and 4 hurling 
divisions is an huge organisational 
task and an enormous achievement; 
reports such as these usually leave 
the thanks to the end, but I want to 
start this year by acknowledging all 
those who have worked together to 
make that possible.  

BUIOCHAS
Those clubs and counties who 
make their grounds available to us 
for games, particularly the Athletic 
Grounds, MUSA, Queen’s University etc.
All the referees who officiated at those 
1,800 games during this past school 
year, always bearing in mind that the 
referee, while we may not always 
agree with all his decisions, is the only 
indispensable individual at any game.
All those individuals and outlets who 
have ensured that our games get 
the enormous publicity which they 
deserve:

(A)  Paul Heaney (Armagh TV) who 
this year has covered 25 of our 
main games and events, and 
whose highlights packages have 
an extensive audience (260,000 
already in this school year) on 
our website, on Facebook, and on 
Twitter. In addition, Paul and his 
team broke new ground for us this 
year with the ‘live’ transmission 
of the Mageean Cup Final on 27th 
October, and their transmission of 
the MacLarnon Cup Final reached  
a worldwide audience of 59,000.

(B)   We get huge coverage in the 
Irish News, and the man who is 
almost entirely responsible for 
that is Seamus McAleenan (St 
Killian’s Garron Tower); many of 
you can testify to his diligence 
in chasing up information for 
previews and match reports. 
The multiple column inches 
devoted to our activities are 
priceless; they increase our 
profile organisationally thereby 
impressing our sponsors, and they 
increase the profile and enhance 
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the reputation of individual schools 
which is important in this age of 
falling enrolments. In addition, 
Seamus posts all his match reports 
on our website.

(C)  The Irish News for the space which 
it devotes to our games, and the 
local press in the various counties 
for their interest and coverage.

(D)  Mark Grogan who continues to 
manage and oversee our website, 
and is an ever-reliable source of 
expertise in such matters.

(E)  Sean Daly for his ingenuity in 
promoting our games via our 
Twitter account.

(F)  All the photographers in particular 
Jim Dunne, Maurice McKay, 
John Curly McIlwaine and Paddy 
McIlwaine who have publicised our 
games in the press and on social 
media sites, and also provided us 
with photos free of charge for the 
website and for our 17th March 
Finals programme.

(G)  TTM for its extensive coverage, 
particularly in the Mid Ulster area.

(H)  All those who utilise and promote 
our Twitter account (now 13,400 
Followers, up from 3,500 in 2013), 
and our Facebook page (now 
11,400 Followers, up from 2,450 in 
2013).

 (I)  Raphael Gatt for outstanding 
programmes for the Mageean Cup 
Final, and for 17th March Finals, and 
Niall Muldoon who compiled 20 
other match programmes during 
the year; these are distributed free-
of-charge at games, and are much 
appreciated by our patrons.

All those others, of whom there are 
so many, outside our schools and 
committee who willingly help with our 
activities because they believe in what 
we do; men like Seamus O’Hare who 
voluntarily travelled from Belfast to 
various venues on many occasions to 
assist with ‘gates’, for us.
The general public who support our 
games, and the GAA followers who 
regard schools’ football as attractive 
and entertaining because it has 
largely escaped the claustrophobic 
defensive-oriented trends in  
this millennium. 

FOOTBALL                              
The 97th MacRory Cup, first played 
for in 1922/23, was won for the first 
time by St Ronan’s Lurgan who thereby 
became the 15th different school to 
lift the trophy. The continuing strength 
in depth in Ulster Schools at this level 
is confirmed by record entry of 16 
schools this year, and the significant 
number of genuine contenders among 
them. St Patrick’s Cavan won the 80th 
Rannafast Cup, and also collected 
the Corn na nOg and the Dalton Cup; 
Abbey CBS won the Brock Cup, and St 
Patrick’s Maghera retained the Oisin 
McGrath Cup. 

At ‘B’ level, Holy Trinity Cookstown won 
the 59th instalment of the MacLarnon 
Cup, again for the first time; they also 
won their first Rafferty Cup and the 
Oisin McGrath Shield, while St Eunan’s 
Letterkenny lifted the Treanor Cup. 
Pius X won both the Loch an Iuir and 
the Corn Colmcille.
 
In the ‘C’ division, Donegal schools 
retained 2 titles viz. Carndonagh in the 
Markey Cup, and Loreto Milford in the 
Arthurs Cup; meanwhile, Dean Maguirc 
Carrickmore lifted the Paddy O’Hara 
Cup, and St Joseph’s Donaghmore 
made a clean sweep of the junior age 
groups winning both the McDevitt and 
Irish News Cups as well as the Oisin 
McGrath Shield.   

At ‘D’ level, Colaiste Ailigh Letterkenny 
won the senior title, Ballybay lifted the 
Pat King Cup, St Colm’s Draperstown 
won the Gerry Brown trophy, Holy 
Cross Strabane collected the McAvoy 
Cup, Kilrea won the Oisin McGrath 
Shield and De La Salle Belfast won the 
Faul Cup. 

At ‘E’ level, St Joseph’s Newry won the 
Mallon Cup, St Columban’s Kilkeel won 
the Corn Cu Chulainn in the school’s 
final year, and there were first ever 
titles for Finn Valley in the Ward Cup, 
St Patrick’s Dungiven in the Ennis Cup, 
and St Killian’s Garron Tower in the 
Oisin McGrath Shield. The Nagle Cup 
was won by St Patrick’s Dungiven. 
‘F’ level has produced three new 
trophy winners thus far: St Patrick’s 
Dungiven at senior level (Nolan Cup), 
Dominican Portstewart (JJ Reilly Cup), 
and St Colman’s Ballynahinch (Corn 
MacNeasa). Glen Road CBS won the 
Oisin McGrath Shield, their first trophy 
in 15 years, and the Flynn (U13.5)  
and Mulholland (U15.5) Cups are  
nearing completion.

In 2015/16 we created 6 football 
divisions  and allocated all our schools 
and year groups within them across 
6 levels thereby creating a template 
for the future, and the evidence of 
this past year again confirms  that our 
gradings are overwhelmingly correct; 
we will be sitting down before the 
end of May to finalise our gradings for 
next year; schools which won football 
competitions up to senior grade will 
be automatically promoted, as will 
some others whose performances 
and potential suggest that they can 
be competitive at a higher level; on 
the other hand, schools may apply 
for a particular year group or groups 
to step down a level on production 
of the factual evidence to support 
such applications. In any event, 
every school will receive a master 
spreadsheet covering all schools and 
divisions, and is entitled to raise any 
reservations which it might have.
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1.  
The current format is unsustainable i.e. 
our own coordinators with intermittent 
input from Ulster Council staff.

2.  
We need to be part of an operation 
that includes Ulster staff, coaches in 
the individual counties, local clubs 
and schools.

3.  
Arrangements re the hurling schedule 
need to involve the county and 
provincial personnel rather than  
just ourselves.

4.  
There should be a joined-up 
programme of hurling coaching 
in schools which is synchronised 
with and precedes each of the 
competitions.

5.  
Schools in strong local hurling areas 
need to be targeted for involvement  
and support, and local clubs need to 
become involved. 

   

There has been some modest progress 
on this front but we are still light 
years away from what could be done 
and achieved if we had real joined up 
thinking and action.          

HURLING  
St Patrick’s Maghera won the 55th 
Mageean Cup with a convincing 
victory over An Dun on a memorable 
night at the Dub Arena – an occasion 
which was televised ‘live’, and which 
has been and remains the most 
colourful representative hurling game 
at any level in Ulster. Cross and Passion 
Ballycastle won both the Forresters 
and Leonard Cups, while St Killian’s 
Garron Tower lifted the McNamee 
Cup. The Gallagher Cup was won by St 
Patrick’s Maghera.

At ‘B’ level, St Patrick’s Keady won the 
Casement Cup, OLASP Knock won both 
the Kirk and McGreevy Cups, while St 
Colman’s Newry lifted the Leopold Cup 
and the McFarland Cup.

 Meanwhile, at ‘C’ level, St Malachy’s 
retained the Casement Shield, the 
Rehill Cup was won by Gaelcholaiste 
Doire, St Colm’s Draperstown won the 
Maguire Cup and the Mallon Cup, while 
Rathmore lifted the Noone Cup. 

The energy and persistence of Sean 
Daly has elevated ‘D’ hurling as is 
confirmed by the fact that 15 schools 
fielded in the Mallon (U14.5) Shield at 
three venues, St Columba’s Stranorlar 
proving victorious. Meanwhile, St 
Patrick’s Dungiven won the Rehill 
(U13.5) Shield, while St Columba’s 
Stranorlar lifted the Maguire (U16.5) 
Shield.

I want to repeat our thanks to our 
hurling coordinators whose task 
is a demanding and occasionally 
exasperating one; we also thank Ciaran 
Megraw and Kevin Hinphey from the 
Ulster Council’s Hurling Development 
and coaching staff who assisted at all 
our blitzes in Belfast and Owenbeg. 

We have 24 hurling competitions 
which entail 400 games of hurling, 
which is greater than what happens 
in at least eight of the nine Ulster 
counties. Bearing in mind that the 
Ulster Council has seven full-time 
hurling development staff, and that 
each county has at least one full-time 
HDO (Hurling Development Officer), 
we put the following observations to 
Comhairle Uladh, in Spring 2017:

We do have units in both codes which 
simply do not ‘punch their weight’.
I referred earlier to the GAA 
followers who regard schools’ 
football in particular as attractive 
and entertaining because it has 
largely (but not entirely) escaped 
the defensive-oriented trends in this 
millennium. This is why people come 
to our games; they vote with their feet; 
5,000 of them attended the MacRory 
Cup semi-finals which between them 
produced 10 goals and 44 points; 
3,500 of them were at Bellaghy on 
a Sunday afternoon when Allianz 
National League gates locally were 
numbered in mere hundreds. 

They didn’t come to see (nor did they 
see) multiple sweepers and ‘men 
behind the ball’; those few coaches 
in our ranks who have strayed in that 
direction need to wake up to the 
reputation which they are gaining for 
themselves and their schools, and 
adjust their sights accordingly; it is not 
rugby league which we are promoting. 

ALL-IRELAND COMPETITIONS 
Congratulations to St Ronan’s Lurgan 
on becoming the 10th Ulster School 
to lift the Hogan Cup, and to Holy 
Trinity Cookstown on winning the 
‘B’ title (the Drummond Cup). Our 
provincial representatives Carndonagh 
Community School and Colaiste Ailigh 
Letterkenny were narrowly defeated at 
C and D football levels. On the hurling 
front, commiserations to St Patrick’s 
Keady who represented Ulster at C 
level, and particularly to St Patrick’s 
Maghera who were defeated in the B 
Final in debateable circumstances.

STANDARDS
All 6 of our provincial representatives 
were competitive at All-Ireland level, 
and yet there were other genuine 
contenders in each competition here 
within Ulster; this emphasises the 
breadth and depth of standards at 
every level here, and speaks volumes 
about the quality of the coaching 
and development work being done at 
schools’ level; I often wonder whether 
the wider GAA coaching community 
realises and appreciates the extent 
and standard of that work.

We do, however, need to sound a 
word of caution lest we assume that 
everything is as it could and should be:

1. 
We do have units in both codes which 
simply do not ‘punch their weight’.

2. 
I referred earlier to the GAA 
followers who regard schools’ 
football in particular as attractive 
and entertaining because it has 
largely (but not entirely) escaped 
the defensive-oriented trends in 
this millennium. This is why people 
come to our games; they vote with 
their feet; 5,000 of them attended 
the MacRory Cup semi-finals which 
between them produced 10 goals 
and 44 points; 3,500 of them were at 
Bellaghy on a Sunday afternoon when 
Allianz National League gates locally 
were numbered in mere hundreds. 
They didn’t come to see (nor did they 
see) multiple sweepers and ‘men 
behind the ball’; those few coaches 
in our ranks who have strayed in that 
direction need to wake up to the 
reputation which they are gaining for 
themselves and their schools, and 
adjust their sights accordingly; it is not 
rugby league which we are promoting. 
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ALL STARS

1. 
9 schools were represented on the 
Football XV, and 9 schools on the 
Hurling team, which means that 
All Star Awards have gone to 17 
different schools this year, once again 
confirming the inclusive nature of the 
scheme. In its 31st year, 2 new schools 
appeared on the winners’ list i.e. St 
Columba’s Stranorlar, and Colaiste na 
Carraige, Carrick.

2.
 The Gaelic Football and Hurling Clubs 
at Queen’s University hosted the Final 
Trial in both Hurling and Football.

3. 
The All Stars Banquet, expertly 
organised yet again by Sean McGourty, 
was held on Friday 13th April with 280 
players, families, coaches and friends 
in attendance.

4.
The independent selectors were:                                                                                         
Tony Scullion, John McElroy, and  
Aidan O’Rourke (Football) Mattie 
Lennon, Gerard Monan, and  
Tony Scullion (Hurling)

FUTURE STARS / QUB
Queen’s University Football Club once 
again hosted and sponsored a ‘Future 
Stars’ initiative which entailed the 
selection of an U16.5 All Stars team. 
This was conducted as per the Senior 
All Stars process, Queen’s provided 
the selectors, and the players and 
their parents were honoured at a 
presentation ceremony in the Great 
Hall in Queen’s on 18th December 2017. 

13 schools were represented on the 
selected XV, and this means that 26 
different schools were represented 
on either the All Stars or Future Stars 
teams or both.

UU

1. 
Hosted a School of Excellence event 
in September 2017 for 50 student 
footballers and hurlers nominated by 
schools.

2. 
Made presentations of playing gear to 
the All Stars in both codes

3. 
Made a similar presentation to the 
‘Man of the Match’ in both the A and  
B Finals.

SPONSORSHIP
Danske Bank has been the main 
sponsors of our competitions and 
of the All Stars since 2012/13, and 
that arrangement will continue 
at least until 30th June 2020. The 
continuing progress and expansion 
in our activities in each school year 
simply couldn’t happen without the 
support of Danske Bank, and we are 
fortunate to have such a generous and 
prestigious sponsor. 
Of course, sponsorship is a two way 
street, and Danske is entitled to 
expect that every school and all of us 
will support its initiatives. The same 
applies to O’Neills Sportswear.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
 I.T. provides us with huge 
opportunities to bring our activities 
to an ever expanding audience. We 
currently have 11,400 followers on 
Facebook, and 13,400 followers on 
Twitter, and our Match Highlights 
packages have attracted 260,000 
views in this current school year. 
Our tweets have registered 7 million 
impressions (the number of times 
a user saw the tweet on twitter) in 
this academic year alone; there were 
over 1 million impressions in February 
and again in March, and the total 
number of impressions over the past 
4 years has now reached 19 million. 
In addition, our Instagram account 
has grown in the past year to 2,500 
Followers and over 1,000 photo and 
video posts.

We have made significant strides 
in this field, and although we have 
progressed to a point at which our 
profile has never been higher, there is 
scope for even more progress. You can 
help us, and yourselves, by:

–  Ensuring that every student in your 
school knows and ‘bookmarks’ 
the website address (www.
ulsterschoolsgaa.com) to his / her 
phone, ‘saves’ it to the homepage on 
his / her computer, and signs up to 
our Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram 
accounts.

–  Posting your results promptly; this 
gets results out into the public 
domain efficiently and effectively, 
thus generating more interest in our 
games.

–  Get your students to add 
#ulsterschools and #usgaa to all 
their posts.

ORGANISATIONAL CHALLENGES
Fixtures: Competition Co-ordinators, 
and the Group Co-ordinators within 
each competition need the maximum 
level of co-operation from all schools, 
and so also must all schools cooperate 
with one another. Our booklet has ever 
expanding lists of mobile numbers 
and email addresses so the age of the 
landline is virtually gone, and everyone 
should observe the maximum 24 
hour response protocol.  In addition, 
the result of every game needs to 
be texted immediately to the co-
ordinator, to Niall Muldoon for record 
purposes, to Seamus McAleenan for 
publicity, and, as stated earlier, get it 
out on our social media platforms.

GAA Injury Benefit Fund: Schools in 
the North of Ireland need the cover 
which the GAA scheme provides, 
but up until now not enough have 
availed of the scheme despite our 
exhortations to do so. We have 
therefore decided at committee level 
to go for the nuclear option and to 
propose that affiliation to the Injury 
Scheme becomes compulsory from 
September 2018. As you know, the 
annual fee stands at €300, and is 
heavily subsidised; this might seem at 
first sight to be an additional burden, 
but it can be met in a number of ways 
(a) the schools pays….there should 
be no hesitation on the part of any 
school which appreciates how Gaelic 
Games is contributing to the growth 
and development of its students, and 
to its reputation and standing  (b) 
sponsor(s), (c) a levy per player – in 
bigger schools this would amount to 
little more than £1.00 or €1.00 per 
player.

ROLE OF SCHOOL  
TEAM MANAGERS
We expect all team mentors to insist 
on the highest behavioural standards 
from all their students at all times, 
and lead by example in this respect, 
and we expect full co-operation from 
managers and schools in the event of 
any departure from
such standards.

Team managers are reminded that all 
match-day communication with their 
students should be conducted in a 
strictly professional manner, and that 
the professional standards required in 
the classroom should also extend to 
the team dressing room before, during 
and after matches, and to all activities 
throughout each game.

INTEGRATION
As you will have heard before, the 
All-Ireland Schools has an Action 
Plan and its main goal is to integrate 
schools into the wider GAA community 
at every level. For too long, we 
have been a sector which was and 
remains, at best, semi-detached, 
maybe even in some cases wholly 

detached from mainstream GAA 
affairs; we have been left to get on 
with our own business because we 
were not therefore imposing any 
organisational or financial burden on 
anyone else. 
That time has now passed. We need:

1. 
To establish links between schools 
and their feeder clubs; schools and 
clubs share the same players, and 
have so many matters of mutual 
interest e.g. player development, 
coaching programmes, sharing 
expertise, access to facilities,  
avoiding overuse of players etc. 

2.
The second thing we need is a strong 
schools’ voice at every county level; 
we are going to write to and meet 
each county chairman and secretary 
to sort out a schools’ representative 
on every County Committee and also 
on every County Coaching and Games 
Committee.
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CONCLUSION
Finally, on my own behalf, I want to 
thank all those directly associated 
with Ulster Schools who have assisted 
me at any stage during the past year, 
and, indeed, over the past 15 years as 
secretary; within our own organisation 
that includes the coaches in the 
schools, Jimmy Smyth and fellow 
committee members, many of who,  
as you know, make themselves 
available for duties far beyond their 
specific areas of responsibility. 

We are so fortunate to have men who 
do not confine themselves to what we 
might describe as the ‘Job Description’ 
for their own position (e.g. D football 
or hurling coordinator to take but two 
examples), but who are prepared to 
row in and assist in multiple other 
ways as well. Such men do not exist  
in such numbers in the other 
provinces, and they are a huge part 
of the reason why this organisation 
continues to grow and develop.    

 SEAMAS MACCONCHOILLE 
RÚNAÍ

18 
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TUARASCÁIL ARD 
OIDEACHAS ULADH19 

Gaelic games remain an integral 
part of student life for many across 
the higher education sector in Ulster 
and in some institutions they are the 
dominant sporting activity. The high 
status of Gaelic games applies equally 
to elite championship competitions as 
well as to wider participation in lower 
leagues.

At the elite championship level, Ulster 
University (UU) progressed to the play 
off stages of the Sigerson Cup but 
were defeated after a titanic battle by 
the eventual winners UCD in the semi-
final after two periods of extra time. 
The game was played in Inniskeen,  
Co Monaghan. UU were rewarded with 
three Sigerson All Stars in Michael 
McKernan and Mark Bradley (Tyrone) 
as well as Gareth McKinless (Derry). UU 
has a very broad base of participants 
in Gaelic games particularly at 

Jordanstown where there are eleven 
teams involved in senior football, 
fresher football, hurling, ladies 
football and camogie. Ladies football 
is particularly strong at Jordanstown 
where the team has not lost a game 
in league and championship in three 
years. There are also football, hurling, 
camogie and ladies football teams 
functioning successfully at both 
Coleraine and Magee.

Queen’s University has also a very 
comprehensive level of participation 
across the range of Gaelic games. 
Ladies football is particularly strong 
at Queen’s and the club participated 
in both Division 1 and Division 5 of 
the HEC leagues. The ladies won the 
O’Connor Shield with victory over NUIG 
whilst the camogie team won the 
Purcell Shield in a game played  
at Inniskeen against Maynooth. 

The senior football team had 
impressive wins over UUJ, St Mary’s 
and UCD in the league but they 
eventually lost out to the University 
of Limerick in the semi-final. In the 
Sigerson Cup Queen’s lost their home 
game to IT Tralee largely down to the 
efforts of Kerry’s David Clifford.
St Mary’s University College provides 
teams in senior football, intermediate 
football, freshers football, hurling, 
camogie and ladies football.  
 
It was a memorable year at the Ranch 
with championship victories in their 
respective grades for hurling, camogie 
and ladies football. A new initiative in 
coach development there saw seven 
College students take up placements 
with GAA clubs in four Canadian cities. 
This was a collaborative venture of the 
Ulster Council, Canada GAA Board and 
St Mary’s.

PEADAR MCFHOINN
CATHAOIRLEACH

SWC Enniskillen and SWC Omagh as 
well as Stranmillis University College 
entered teams in the Higher Education 
Leagues and Championships 
and Monaghan Institute is also 
participating for the first time. Cavan 
Institute reached the group stages of 
Division 2 in football and participated 
in the Trench Cup.

The big Ulster success story in Division 
2 however was Letterkenny IT who won 
the league title and will therefore be 
playing in Division 1 (Ryan Cup) and the 
Sigerson Cup competition next year.

The high level of participation in  
Gaelic games across the higher 
education sector in Ulster brings 
enormous benefits to clubs, counties 
and the province. This is particularly 
the case in regard to experience of 
high quality coaching, the playing of 
games all over the country and the 
person to person connections which 
are of long lasting benefit to the GAA.
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TUARASCÁIL COISTE TEICNEOLAIOCHTA, 
MARGAIOCHTA AGUS CIADREAMH POIBLI20 

The 2018 ICT, Marketing & PR 
Committee report reflects another 
very busy but rewarding year on the 
communications front for Comhairle 
Uladh. The first weekend in January 
saw group games in the 2018 Bank of 
Ireland Dr McKenna Cup and the last 
weekend of the year saw group games 
in the 2019 competition. In between, 
there were certainly a wide range of 
Ulster GAA initiatives covered right 
across the province.

The Committee consists of PROs & 
IT Officers from all counties, Declan 
Woods (Secretary), Paul McGurk 
(Servicing Officer) & Claire Curran. The 
committee met three times during 
the year in Armagh and convened 
additionally via conference call, as 
well as numerous other individual 
calls. These sessions are beneficial 
to all in attendance and provide a 
great platform to showcase and share 
concepts that provide value to all of 
our units. 

As I complete my term as PRO with 
Comhairle Uladh, it is difficult to know 
where those three years have gone. 
There is an old expression that time 
flies when you are busy and the last 
three years are proof of that. The 
role of PRO, be it at Club, County or 
Provincial level, is without doubt, a 
very busy position. The PRO is the first 
port of call for media when there is 
a query, be it one regarding games, 
discipline or any other issue that may 
arise concerning the Association. A 
PRO cannot always tell what is coming 
down the track and has to be prepared 
to answer all queries. Modern 
technology means that you are very 
rarely not available.

During my term as an Officer with 
the Council there have been many 
changes in the Association and indeed 
many also in our games and fixtures. 
Each one of these bring their own 
challenges and those of us involved 
in getting the message out were 
certainly kept busy in dealing with 
queries from the media and  
our supporters.

I would like to thank the committee 
members for their dedication and 
commitment in promoting our games 
and our activities all year around. 
Without these people, the GAA would 
not get the recognition or promotion 
it currently enjoys so Míle buichoas 
go leir. I would also like to wish the 
outgoing PROs – Ed Byrne, Dún na 
nGall and Noel Duffy, Muineachán all 
the best in their future roles within the 
Association.

The delivery of our marketing and 
communications goals would not 
be possible without the invaluable 
support of the wider staff team of 
Ulster GAA and I thank them for their 
support both this year and across 
my term in the PRO role. Geraldine 
McKavanagh, Stephen Donnelly, Niall 
Muldoon, Seamus Donnelly, Stephen 
McGeehan, Rose Treanor, Ashelene 
Groogan, Ruairi Cunningham, Paul 
Sanders, Bernie Fox, Kathy Kelly and 
Conn Stevenson. Many thanks also to 
Diarmaid Marsden, Eugene Young and 
all their respective team members 
in their departments for all their 
assistance in facilitating coverage 
of key initiatives during the year and 
during my term. As Head of Finance 
and HR, Michelle McAleer has played 
a key role in so many ways and her 
secondment from Ulster to National 

GAA is a big loss to the Province but 
a great addition to the Association 
nationally. I wish Michelle every good 
wish in her new role and thank her for 
all her support during my time as PRO.

When I came into role three years 
ago it was also a time of change 
of Marketing & Communications 
personnel within the Council. I, and 
indeed Ulster GAA, were fortunate that 
we had people of the calibre of Paul 
McGurk joining the organisation and I 
have really enjoyed working along with 
him and Claire Curran over the last 
three years on an almost daily basis. 
Many thanks Paul for all the help, be it 
during the day or late at night!

2018 was the first full year of 
working with AV Browne as our 
Marketing & Communications 
agency and they have adapted well 
to the challenging demands in the 
fast-moving environment of GAA 
communications. The wider benefits 
of their appointment and their scale 
will be more fully realised over the 
next year and they will be involved 
directly with our committee with 
attendance at meetings and delivery 
of best practice guidelines. The role of 
video and photographic content in any 
communications strategy continue 
to grow in significance and I thank 
Celebration Events (Paul Heaney), J 
ohn Merry and MacAV for their work 
and flexibility during the last three 
years.

Páraic Duffy retired as Ard Stiúrthóir 
after Congress in 2018 and I would like 
to thank him for all his advice and help 
over the years. I wish Tom Ryan every 
success as the new Ard Stiúrthóir.

DIGITAL MARKETING
Ulster GAA social media channels 
have shown phenomenal growth in 
followers during the period that I have 
been in role and 2018 has continued 
that trend. Twitter followers grew by 
17.5% to almost 72k and our Facebook 
fans grew by 13.5% to over 42k. 

These platforms achieved almost 
23m impressions during the calendar 
year. As part of a review of our social 
media platforms and strategy at the 
start of the year, it was decided to 
avoid spreading our efforts too thinly 
across too many additional channels 
and focus efforts on the most popular 
channels. Accordingly, we have 
upscaled our output via Instagram, to 
target a younger demographic, and 
have seen growth of 205% to now 
have over 10.7k followers. 
Increasing followers, likes, 
engagement and interest in social 
media is only possible with quality, 
regular content and we are fortunate 
to have a wide and varied range of 
topics from our games, activities and 
departments to enable this. 

With so much happening across 
all aspects of Association life, this 
requires schedule planning by the 
Communications team and I commend 
them on managing this workload with 
the other  
staff members.

The digital medium will remain our 
primary means of communicating key 
Ulster GAA messages to our target 
audiences as it provides the most 
cost-effective method. Accordingly, 
there will be a major focus on upping 
our digital and social media strategies 
in 2019 and I look forward to seeing 
the results of this work.
The ulstergaa.ie website received a 
refresh to it’s look and feel during 2018 
to improve the layout and the overall 
user experience. The platform is of 
great value to Ulster GAA as there is a 
wealth of rich content on the website 
and we aim to ensure that as many 
of these resources as possible gain 
exposure to allow them to be utilised. 

There does remain some work to do be 
done with the various departments to 
ensure that material is as up to date as 
possible and this will continue early in 
the first quarter of the new year.

During the year we had 800k pages 
views, or an average of approximately 
66.5k per month. We had 190k page 
views alone during the shortened 
timeframe of the Ulster Championship 
in May & June. 80 % of our users are 
now access the website via smart 
phone or tablet – another example 
of the move towards increased 
technology in every day GAA lives. 
As part of our strategic plan we will 
continue to promote the Club & 
County platform used by the majority 
of our counites and will be working 
with Croke Park to ensure counties 
and PROs receive the support they 
need.
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RELEVANT MARKETING ISSUES
A major and very welcome innovation 
for Ulster GAA during the last year 
was the launch of Ulster GAA Radio, 
with the first live broadcast from 
Celtic Park on 21 April, as Doire 
hosted Muineachán in an Ulster 
Minor Championship Preliminary 
Round tie. A key strategy of Ulster 
GAA’s Strategic Plan 2016-2021 is to 
utilise emerging technologies to aid 
the delivery of communications and 
the establishment of a provincial 
broadcast platform is a first stage in 
empowering our counties to be able 
to develop their own capabilities 
to realise broadcast and revenue 
potential from their own games and 
initiatives.

Ulster GAA Radio facilitates provision 
of improved coverage of provincial 
run competitions that would 
otherwise have received little or no 
media/broadcast consideration. The 
concept is not just about the new 
single broadcast medium but the 
aggregation of other broadcaster’s 
outputs from across the province, to 
showcase live coverage of any game 
via a dedicated page on ulstergaa.

ie. Comhairle Uladh’s set up of Ulster 
GAA Radio ensured full live online 
radio broadcast of 15 x 2018 Ulster 
Minor Football Championship games 
and 8 x 2018 Ulster U20 Football 
Championship games. Local IBI Radio 
stations, who previously would not 
have fully leveraged their broadcast 
rights to these competitions, have 
greatly upweighted their coverage 
in response to Ulster GAA Radio. This 
is a positive development as it helps 
to achieve our overall objective of 
improved coverage of our games. I 
thank all our volunteer commentators 
and co-commentators from across the 
counties who helped us achieve very 
favourable feedback throughout the 
year. I would also like to thank Kevin 
Fox & Paul Heaney from Linwood’s 
Armagh TV who gave up their time 
voluntarily to assist us on equipment 
selection and set up.

Our campaign for the Ulster Senior 
Football Championship was our 
biggest campaign of 2018 and devised 
in conjunction with AV Browne. The 
experience gained in navigating a path 
through the challenges of a condensed 
format competition will be invaluable for 
both parties going forward. 

The #BePartofIt campaign approach 
was based on a mixture of traditional 
and digital media, with Press, Radio & 
Social. With limited budget resources, 
effective selection of communication 
methods is vital to hit as wide an 
audience as possible.

We added a new aspect to our 
Championship communications 
this year with an agreement with 
Q-Radio. Each game from quarter 
finals onwards had on air promotion 
of the games via supplied script and 
ticket competitions. Q’s local station 
network allowed us to directly target 
these messages to counties that were 
involved in the games. 

Additionally, Ulster GAA were given a 
dedicated weekly recorded air time 
slot to promote upcoming games – we 
used this slot as a preview with our 
Provincial Secretary, Brian McAvoy.
For the first time this year we allocated 
dedicated budget behind paid for 
social media advertising rather than 
just organic advertising. These social 
media formats allowed us to spend 
our budget more efficiently, targeting 
specific county fans with individual 
match creative. A key message was 
again to encourage and educate 
supporters to Buy Early & Save by 
purchasing their match tickets before 
arriving at the ground to avail of 
attractive discounts. 92% of total 
Championship sales were ‘pre-sales’, 
which was an increase of 3% on 2017. 
Ulster GAA match programmes remain 
the leader of the pack in terms of their 
design for our major provincial games. 
Programme Editor, Stephen Donnelly, 
deserves much credit for maintaining 
the level of final product this year, 
given the changeover of design 
agency and the tighter schedule of our 
main Championship games. Our thanks to 
all county representatives for their inputs 
and general assistance with the many 
programmes during the full season. 

Tiernach Mahon again deserves great 
praise for the enthusiasm with which 
he led the coordination of selling 
programmes with Dessie McDonnell at 
our Championship venues during the 
summer and we did see improvements 
in the overall sales figures. This is an 
area that still holds more potential for 
Comhairle Uladh and we will be asking 
our host venues for a greater focus on 
this matter in 2019. 

Print advertising remained a part 
of the Ulster GAA marketing mix in 
2018 as market research findings 
showed us that this was the channel 
predominantly consumed by the 35 
year old+ GAA audience. Whilst we 
did step back from the recent annual 
schedule of advertising with any one 
publication, we were able to negotiate 
and agree suitable terms with The Irish 
News and North West Newsgroup for a 
series of tactical bookings around our 
main games and initiatives.

Launch events play an important 
role in all of our competitions or big 
games and this year we did things 
differently by bringing our events to 
some alternative venues. The O’Neill’s 
Sports Superstore in Strabane proved 
to be a superb setting for several of 
our events, in what was their 100th 
anniversary year and Slaughtneil 
GAC provided a very relevant setting 
for the launch of the AIB Ulster Club 
Championship in October. Our thanks 
to all for their cooperation in running 
these events. We hold a number of 
these events during the year. 

My thanks to Claire, Seamus and Paul 
for managing these afternoons or 
evenings with other staff, suppliers 
and venues. As always, we rely on 
our county boards to coordinate 
players for these events and I thank 
them all for their cooperation on this 
matter during my time and for their 
understanding of the mutual benefits 
of attendance.
Commercial & Sponsorship Activities
At a time when most organisations 
are facing economic challenges, 
the revenue generated from our 
commercial and sponsorship activities 
is very important for the Association 
in Ulster. 
I would like to thank the following 
corporate partners that have 
supported Ulster GAA during 2018.

– O’Neill’s International Sportswear
– Bank of Ireland
– Subway
– Translink 
– Donnelly Group 
– UTV
– The GAA Store
– MCS Group
– BBC NI

To add further value to our partners 
investments, we held our inaugural 
Sponsors Evening in The Europa Hotel 
in November. The event provided a 
networking opportunity for partners 
and county sponsors to get together 
for a relaxed evening to hear about 
the business of GAA, from Adrian Toner 
of First Derivatives, and to listen to 
sports stars, Conor McManus and Katie 
Mullan. This will hopefully be the first 
of many similar events in the future.

I would like to acknowledge the 
fantastic ongoing support of O’Neill’s 
International Sportswear in a year 
that saw us agree a new three-year 
partnership agreement. Kieran 
Kennedy and his team have been 
thoroughly professional in the many 
dealings we have had with them during 
the year – including launch events 
at their stores, sponsorship for the 
Coaching and Games conference and 
most recently the headline association 
with our annual President’s Awards.

Bank of Ireland continued as a 
key partner during the year with 
sponsorship of the Bank of Ireland Dr. 
McKenna Cup and we look forward to 
the continuation of this relationship in 
the years ahead.

I would also like to acknowledge the 
agreement for increased sponsorship 
from Subway during the year that 
will now see them incorporate the 
Indoor Football & Hurling Blitzes 
in Meadowbank, Magherafelt, as 
part of their deal. We thank the 
team at FinTrU for their support in 
becoming the inaugural sponsors 
of the Ulster GAA Inter-Firms series 
this year. I am delighted that we 
have already secured our first new 
corporate partner for 2019, with our 
recent agreement with The Ulster 
Independent Clinic in Belfast. We will 
continue to look for synergies with 
additional strategic partners in the 
early part of the year.

20 



ANNUAL CONVENTION  2019ANNUAL CONVENTION  2019

163162 ANNUAL CONVENTION  2019AN CHOMHDHÁIL BHLIANTÚIL 2019

MICHAEL GEOGHEGAN 

MEDIA RELATIONS
Ulster GAA has enjoyed good 
working relationships with all the 
main broadcasters during my time 
in this role of PRO and I thank all 
the key personnel for their time and 
discussions on how we can work 
together to provide the GAA with the 
coverage that its popularity with the 
public rightly deserves. Sometimes, 
there is a lack of understanding of 
the current GAA TV & Radio Rights 
arrangements, which runs until 
2022, and this does lead to certain 
unreasonable criticism of various 
broadcasters. However, we would 
be of the clear view that there are 
opportunities to provide increased 
coverage of our games that do not 
infringe on the rights agreements 
and Comhairle Uladh with continue to 
press the relevant stakeholders for this. 

During 2018, as with any year, some 
negative coverage of the Association 
appeared at various times over the 
course of a long season. As always, 
when we needed to take issue with 
inaccurate reporting or take up 
the right to reply, then we did so. 
Thankfully, however, the majority of 
news stories on the GAA in Ulster is 
positive and or fair. I thank the various 
journalists for their positive print and 
online coverage on our games and 
other initiatives in the last year. I have 
got to know a lot more of the names 
and faces over the last three years and 
there is always a core of journalists 
that will appear at almost every major 
game and event – their support and 
attendance is greatly appreciated.

I have become accustomed to full 
press boxes over the last three years 
and 2018 was no different around 
our Championship games in the 
summer and indeed some of our big 
Club Championship games later in 
the season. Managing the media 
accreditation process for these games 

can be a lengthy process but it is a 
necessity to ensure that only those 
with official media credentials gain 
access to our designated facilities. I 
will miss some of the lively exchanges 
at the media entrance gate on big 
match days but I am pleased to say 
that we have always treated everyone 
the same and applied the same rules 
to all. My thanks to all our stewards 
who helped us manage the media 
gates and entrances throughout the 
year, particularly Mark Nelson for his 
work at our Championship games.
Wifi provision was further improved 
at our Championship venues during 
the year to ensure that working media 
have a decent standard of service 
to report on our games. We worked 
with a couple of different providers 
to try ensure that connectivity was 
consistently available in both the main 
media box and media overflow areas. I 
am pleased to say that it was definitely 
a step up on the previous year and 
these standards will be maintained 
going forward.

CONCLUSION
Despite much commentary to the 
contrary, the GAA in Ulster is still 
in a strong place, with very high 
levels of interest and loyalty from 
our supporters across the province. 
Our inter-county Championship 
attendances were almost 100k, 
the 2018 Club Championships saw 
attendances of over 45k & the Bank of 
Ireland Dr McKenna Cup competitions 
saw attendances of 40k. However, 
no organisation can afford to stand 
still or to be complacent in the ever-
changing consumer environment and 
the Ulster Championship review will 
include an in-depth analysis of Ulster 
GAA’s marketing mix - how our offering 
could be improved to continue to give 
supporters reasons to attend, how we 
can add extra value for our attendees 
and create more of an occasion at our 
major games.

The start of the new season will 
see the implementation of the new 
football rules, the second year of 
the condensed inter county fixtures 
calendar and Super 8s – all of which 
will bring many new queries for the 
GAA Communications teams in the 
province. 

During the year, further progress was 
made on the various key strategies 
of Goal 4 of the Ulster GAA Strategic 
Plan – ‘Promote Ulster GAA messages 
to all stakeholders’. Some strategies 
are further along than others and the 
new PRO will want to approach these 
aspects robustly in 2019 to make 
additional improvements before the 
conclusion of the strategy term at 
the end of next year. However, with 
the committee and staff members 
currently in place I am sure that he or 
she will easily settle in to face up to 
any challenge that may appear in the 
year ahead.

To my fellow Officers, Uachtarán 
Michael, Leas Uachtarán Oliver and 
Cisteoir Ciaran – many thanks for your 
help and support during the last three 
year. My thanks also to Rúnaí, Brian 
McAvoy for his leadership in the last 
two years. To my fellow PROs and their 
fellow Officers throughout the nine 
counties, to Alan Milton, Siobhan Brady 
and all the Communications team in 
Croke Park – Míle buíochas go leír.

20 
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TUARASCÁIL COISTE FORBAIRT
FISICIÚL PLEANAIL NA GCLUB21 

CLUB BORROWING 
APPLICATIONS & 
PRESENTATIONS
2018 turned out to be a very busy 
year for the Club Planning & Physical 
Development Committee.  Over the 
course of 11 meetings the Committee 
met with representatives of 25 clubs 
seeking permission to borrow and a 
further 6 clubs making presentations 
and seeking guidance for future 
projects.  This reflects the significant 
upturn in units of the Association 
seeking to improve and update their 
facilities to improve their offering to 
their local communities.  

As a Committee we found it heartening 
and humbling to meet with fellow 
club people who are working tirelessly 
to improve their part of the GAA 
landscape.  Regardless of the size 
or complexity of each project, the 
Committee were presented with well 
thought out robust plans which shows 
the partnership between the clubs 
and County Development Officers are 
paying dividends for all. 

Some projects needed reviewing  
and enhancement and this advice was 
given and taken on board with the best 
interests of the Club at heart.  The best 
advice anyone can give to any club 
seeking to develop their facilities is 
to contact their County Development 
Officer at the earliest opportunity, 
have an open mind and engage with 
all stakeholders.  

Borrowings amounted to €493,000 
(Euro zone) and £1,983,000 (sterling 
zone), approximately, were approved 
or recommended as appropriate.  The 
increase in the borrowings in the 
sterling zone reflected an increase in 
statutory funding opportunities which 
Clubs availed of with great success 
in 2018.  

The Sports Capital funding in 2019 
should also spur on an increase in 
club development in the Euro zone 
counties in 2019.  We congratulate our 
clubs on their ingenuity in accessing 
funding from non-traditional sources 
and funders whilst remaining 
compliant with the aims and rules  
of our Association.

CORPORATE TRUSTEE ISSUE
The issue of Trustees is one which 
has been raised constantly during 
this year.  The ownership of property 
is a cornerstone of the existence 
of every club.  Having that property 
under the ownership of Trustees and 
vested in the GAA is the biggest single 
statement of a club’s progression off 
the field of play, so to speak. With the 
emergence of the Corporate Trustee 
model, an opportunity exists within 
Ulster to again lead the way in this 
key area of club life. The Corporate 
Trustee model is fully up and running 
and should be considered by all units 
at the earliest opportunity to enhance 
the security of tenure for all assets 
of the Association.  Working with our 
counties and legal representatives 
we will be able to give the best 
practice guidance to our clubs.  Once 
completed, the exercise will give a 
complete database of all Association 
property in our Province, and assist 
our clubs in their constant search for 
funding opportunities. 

CLUB MAITH PROGRAMME
During the year several clubs 
were accredited with the Club 
Maith scheme, some for the first 
time and others having re-visited 
the programme, enhancing their 
accreditation. Moving forward it is 
vital that all clubs engage fully in the 
Club Maith process.  This programme 
is a requirement for statutory funders 
going forward and also is an integral 
tool for development of any club.

OFFICER TRAINING & SUPPORT
Comhairle Uladh organized support 
for our clubs in January, specifically 
for new club officers and hosted 
workshops in regional locations in line 
with requests from clubs to upskill 
officers.  This support and training is 
a significant resource for our clubs 
to avail of, and should be taken up 
by all.  Using the mantra of life-long 
learning, it is apparent that the sharing 
knowledge is the best learning tool 
our clubs have.  We are fortunate to 
have a pool of volunteers who have 
considerable depth of knowledge in 
club development and are only too 
willing to share their experiences with 
others. 

Another support to our clubs are 
the County Development Officers 
who show huge dedication to their 
role and support their clubs in all 
aspects of development planning and 
delivery.  The County Development 
Officer Network is a forum where idea 
sharing, and learning go hand in hand 
with friendship and commitment to 
our Province.  The role is changing 
somewhat this year which has raised a 
fair amount of debate both at County 
level and within our Committee too.  
Whilst there is a need for education 
and training there is also a much 
greater need for highly skilled 
volunteers who understand the 
infrastructure and construction worlds 

SEÁN Ó CIANÁIN
CATHAOIRLEACH.

to willingly give their knowledge, skills 
and time to our Clubs to assist in the 
development of facilities.  
 
The Club Development path is a long 
and winding one best shared with 
friends from the County and Provincial 
Council.

BUIOCHAS
I would like to record my thanks to 
all members of An Coiste who have 
attended to their tasks diligently and 
with enthusiasm and commitment 
in the past year.  Also to the County 
Development Officers who attended 
meetings in support of the clubs.   
A special thanks to Ailish McEntee  
for her work in preparing the minutes 
and notification of meetings.

Thanks to Fionntan O’Dowd for his 
support and work with the County 
Development Officer Network.

A sincere thanks to Stephen McGeehan 
for his guidance and knowledge 
in all aspects of the Development 
landscape.  Also for his support and 
insight into the National Infrastructure 
Committee and the bigger picture.

It would be remiss of me if I didn’t give 
a special mention of my gratitude to 
Paul Sanders for his professionalism 

and his exceptional contribution to  
all aspects of club development in  
our province. Paul’s administrative 
work, level of preparedness and advice 
to clubs, both prior to, during and after, 
formal meetings, as well as liaising 
with all stakeholders, is exceptional  
at all times. His work is a huge asset 
for the province.

Finally, I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all our club 
administrators for their vision and 
wisdom during the course of 2018. 
Let us all look forward to a new year 
with renewed vigour and the onward 
advance of Cumann Lúthchleas Gael 
in Ulster.

Slan beo is beir bua.
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The GAA continues to go from 
strength-to-strength in promoting 
health and wellbeing within our 
communities. This is due largely  
to the great work being done in  
our club and county structures. 
Our nine County HWC Chairpersons 
continue to engage well with Ulster 
and National GAA on a range of 
programmes, and ultimately are 
the driving force for health and 
wellbeing in their respective counties. 
I extend my gratitude to Gerry 
McClory (Antrim); Seamus McDonagh 
(Armagh); Gerry Soden (Cavan); 
Briege O’Neill and Paul Gaile (Derry); 
Kevin Mills (Donegal); Gary Doherty 
(Down); Damien McHugh (Fermanagh); 
and Fiona Teague (Tyrone). 

I am pleased to report that all nine 
counties have completed their Health 
& Wellbeing Action Plans for 2018, 
submitting their progress reports to 
the National Community & Health 
team earlier this year. Some of the key 
areas of delivery for 2018 included 
the roll-out of Healthy Club Officer 
training, provision of SafeTALK training, 
adoption of a County Critical Incident 
Response Plan and supporting clubs  
to adopt theirs, supporting Healthy 
Clubs, engagement in the Social 
Initiative, and conducting an analysis 
of needs within the county. 

Of particular note in this regard 
was the reinvigoration of the Social 
Initiative which seen all our counties 
organise events to cater for people 
of an older generation, encouraging 
them to engage in the activities 
hosted within clubs and counties. 
Most counties availed of the funding 
support available for the social 
initiative trip to Croke Park, while 
other counties found additional 
opportunities to recognise their 
older members; such as providing 
hospitality for their older members  
at hone national league games.

Despite the great work ongoing in 
counties, it was noted at a national 
meeting of County HWCs that the 
challenge remains on how to get 
health and wellbeing firmly placed 
on the agenda at county level. This 
is something National GAA will be 
doing some work on in 2019. I would 
encourage all County Executives to 
ensure their County HWC is getting the 
support and platform it deserves. This 
is also the case at club level.

Ulster now have 42 clubs involved 
in the Healthy Club Programme, 25 
new clubs in 2018. This programme 
continues to be a great platform for 
clubs to be motivated and supported 
in delivering invaluable projects within 
their community.  It is acknowledged 
that there are clubs not involved in 
the Healthy Club Programme who 
are carrying-out excellent work, and 
I hope that all clubs will be working 
towards being a Healthy Club in 2020 
when the programme will be open to 
all clubs. 

Within Ulster, 2018, has seen the 
continued roll-out of the very 
successful MindFit programme in 
conjunction with AWARE. Thanks 
are expressed to the Public Health 
Agency who have provided funding 
for provision of an additional 30 
MindFit workshops. The challenge 
remains in trying to get funding for 
programmes across both jurisdictions. 
It is heartening to see clubs in Cavan, 
Monaghan, and Donegal avail of 
programmes local to them also. 
Mental health continues to be a core 
area of focus for the Ulster HWC, and 
clubs are encouraged to utilise the 
“Take 5 Steps to Wellbeing” videos 
which are available on the excellent 
Ulster GAA Health & Wellbeing 
microsite.

I was very glad to see Cancer  
Focus being selected as Ulster  
GAA’s Charity Partner 2018. There  
has been a synergistic link between 
 both organisations for over a decade.  
The close link they share with the 
Irish Cancer Society also made them 
an excellent choice in ensuring that 
information and campaigns can be 
relayed across all of Ulster. Cancer 
Focus were on-hand to promote 
“Care in the Sun” at the Ulster Senior 
Football Championship Final. 
Much-needed sun-screen was 
distributed to supporters while the 
campaign highlighted the importance 
of taking heed of the UV Index, as 
opposed to the sensation of heat. I 
commend Ulster Camogie and Ulster 
Ladies Gaelic for using their Ulster 
Senior Club Championship to promote 
Breast Cancer Awareness month in 
October, while also raising some vital 
funds for Cancer Focus.

It was pleasing to see County HWCs 
get involved in the promotion of 
other match-day campaigns, such as 
the “Want to Stop” initiative which 
was promoted at the Fermanagh v 
Armagh quarter-final in Brewster Park. 
I would encourage County HWCs to 
look at campaigns which have been 
successfully rolled-out and consider 
hosting them at their home fixtures  
in 2019.

Ulster GAA have continued to roll-out 
a vast array of programmes, supported 
by meaningful partnerships. I thank 
all those partners who have guided 
and supported Ulster GAA’s work over 
the past year, too many to mention. 
However, I would like to point to 
“Live To Play” and “One Punch” as 
campaigns which I hope clubs will get 
behind in 2019. 

The Ulster GAA Health & Wellbeing 
microsite is an invaluable resource 
for Healthy Club Officers, and I would 
encourage people to use this site 
to gather information on the many 
programmes which are available 
through Ulster GAA.

Gambling Awareness is a programme 
which has been developed by 
National GAA and is due for roll-out 
in February 2019. Although we would 
have liked roll-out to happen earlier 
than this, I was pleased to see our 
Ulster HWC request that Ulster could 
host training earlier than this. Training 
for Gambling Awareness tutors took 
place in early November in Armagh 
with four counties now in a position to 
move ahead with its roll-out. Indeed, 
I was glad to hear that a number of 
Gambling Awareness workshops took 
place in Ulster prior to Christmas. 
Gambling is an issue of concern for 
our members and I would strongly 
encourage clubs and counties to avail 
of this worthwhile workshop.

 CATHAL HAND 
CATHAOIRLEACH, 

 COISTE FOLLÁINE AGUS SLÁINTE ULADH

I am pleased to report that Ulster 
GAA remains as a Community First 
Responder Scheme through the 
Heartstart Programme. GAA clubs can 
also avail of bespoke GAA Pitchside 
First Aid training developed by Ulster 
GAA in conjunction with the Red Cross. 
Overall 2018 has been a significant 
and productive year of health and 
wellbeing delivery. I thank all those 
who support the Ulster Health & 
Wellbeing Committee. I hope 2019 will 
see a further embedding of our County 
HWCs in county activity, and that this 
is replicated within clubs. As health 
and wellbeing continues to flourish, 
I wish to thank Ulster GAA for their 
support and dedication to this hugely 
important aspect of the GAA.

I wish you all a very successful 2019.
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The Provincial Integration Committee 
met on three occasions during 2018 
with the aim to continue developing 
strong working relationship between 
the main codes of the GAA including 
Camogie, Ladies Gaelic, Handball and 
Rounders.

Key issues dealt with by the committee 
this year included the ongoing issue 
of opening up GAA county grounds 
to Ladies Gaelic and Camogie, joint 
Championship Launch, DfC funding 
focussing on increasing female 
participation in sport, and handball 
programmes in schools across Ulster.

Notably, 2018 brought the GAA codes 
closer together as Memorandums 
of Understanding between the GAA 
and the Camogie Association and 
Ladies Gaelic was signed by the 
national Associations.  This is to be 
welcomed and I hope to see further 
collaboratively working between the 
Associations so that our games can  
be played and enjoyed by all.

It is regrettable that National GAA 
this year has brought an end to the 
provincial rounders structures.  

 I would like to take this opportunity 
to recognise the work of Peadar 
Ó Tuatain over the years in the 
promotion and operation of rounds 
across Ulster.  Peadar has always 
made a positive contribution to the 
Provincial Integration Committee 
and we thank him for his years of 
service.  The committee will, of course, 
continue to explore any opportunities 
for the promotion and development of 
rounders across our programmes.

I take this opportunity to thank my 
fellow committee members for 
their contribution over the year 
including: Michael Hasson (Ulster 
GAA President), Brian McAvoy (Ulster 
GAA Provincial Secretary), Jennifer 
Cultra (Ulster Camogie), Bebe Devlin 
(Ulster Camogie), Julie O’Neill (Ulster 
Camogie), Gerry Doherty (Ulster 
Ladies), Michael Naughton (Ulster 
Ladies), Ronan McCarthy (Ulster 
Ladies), Peadar Ó Tuatain (Ulster 
Rounders), Robert Maguire (Ulster 
Handball), Eugene Young (Ulster GAA) 
and our joint secretaries Ashelene 
Groogan and Sharon Haughey-Grimley 
(Ulster GAA).  

It has been an honour to chair the 
Provincial Integration Committee 
over the last three years and to lead 
Provincial Integration to ensure all  
our associations work closely together 
for the betterment of our games. 

I wish this important committee every 
success in the years ahead.

OLIBHEAR Ó GEALAGÁIN
CATHAOIRLEACH
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PLAYING SUCCESS
On the court, while no senior All-
Ireland four-wall titles came to the 
province in 2018, it was another quite 
successful season for our players.
Tyrone’s Conor McElduff took pride 
of place, winning the Irish Wallball 
Nationals once again in Breaffy House 
and following up with the World Open 
Singles One Wall (big ball) title at the 
World Championships in Minneapolis 
in August.

The Irish team was led by head coach 
Michael Finnegan from Cavan who did 
a tremendous job in preparing and 
mentoring our elite young players.
Eoghan McGinnity (Monaghan) was a 
member of the official Team Ireland 
squad and came home with the 17&U 
Four-Wall Singles title.Dearbhail and 
Mairead Fox (Tyrone) won the 15&U 
doubles, with Mairead also winning the 
corresponding singles.
Sean Kerr (Tyrone) teamed up with 
Kilkenny’s Shane Dunne to win 
the 19&U four-wall doubles, with 
Monaghan’s Sean Callan winning the 
13&U Four-Wall doubles title alongside 
Kyle Jordan of Kilkenny.

Tyrone’s Niall Kerr also won the Over 
50 A Doubles along with Tipperary’s 
John O’Donoghue.

Concerns have been expressed 
about the poor participation rates 
among American and Canadian 
juvenile handballers at the World 
Championships, with almost every 
juvenile grade won by Irish players. 

ULSTER CHAMPIONSHIPS 
FORMAT
The Ulster Council utilised an online 
entry system for the first time last year 
and after some teething problems 
and a reduced entry, it has worked 
exceptionally well this time around 
and numbers have increased greatly.
The system makes things easier 
for players, eases the burden on 
administrators in collating entries  
and brings in much-needed revenue 
for the Ulster committee.
I would like to thank Michael Finnegan 
(Cavan) for his hard work in seeding 
and scheduling draws which is a big 
undertaking and which he completes 
in a very professional manner.

The question has been asked as to 
whether we should look to follow a 
model used in other provinces where 
each county nominates a maximum 
of two entries per grade. This would 
certainly make things much easier 
logistically for Ulster officers and 
would put the onus on counties to run 
their own championships.

However, it would greatly impact on 
revenue. My opinion is counties should 
consider introducing a local bye-law in 
order to ensure their players turn out 
in their own county championships 
should they feel it is necessary.

FINANCE
The committee lost money for 
a number of years but due to an 
increase in the Ulster entry fees 
and the addition of an entry fee at 
colleges level and the use of the 
Ulster GAA meeting room, we have 
increased revenue. This is an area 
where President Conor McDonnell and 
Treasurer Paul Cassidy have worked 
hard in order to keep bills paid in a 
timely manner and keep the accounts 
in the black.

60X30
Entry levels in the 60x30 
championships are at a dangerously 
low level. While the unavailability of 
the Loughmacrory court and the fact 
that the World Championships took 
place in August (at the height of the 
traditional 60x30 season) were factors 
this year, we as an Ulster committee 
must consider what avenues we can 
explore to increase interest in the 
60x30 game.

GOVERNANCE
More needs to be done on behalf of 
the Ulster handball committee in 
developing closer links with the Ulster 
GAA parent body. The grant of €3300 
is quite minimalistic and a fraction of 
what other provincial handball bodies 
receive but I fully accept that the 
onus is on the handball committee to 
submit a detailed budget and seek an 
increase.

There is goodwill towards handball  
on the part of Ulster GAA generally  
but handball is struggling for 
volunteers and is unable to capitalise 
on some of the good work going 
on such as the schools One Wall 
competitions which have been run 
successfully by Ulster GAA.

Ideally, a workgroup should be put in 
place to liaise closely with Ulster GAA 
and develop a Strategic Plan but those 
sort of developmental projects are 
merely a pipe dream while the Ulster 
committee continues to operate off a 
skeleton body of volunteers.

We in handball must take ownership 
of this area of our games which has 
declined greatly. In some aspects 
of governance, handball has 
become a shambles. If this situation 
continues, there is little or no chance 
of addressing any of the strategic 
challenges we face as a sport.

ULSTER COLLEGES
We have unfortunately lost Ciaran 
McBride as schools liaision due to 
work commitments which is a real 
shame as Ciaran is a well-respected 
official at Ulster schools GAA level.
The handball committee would 
appreciate assistance from Ulster 
Schools GAA with regard to organising 
second level schools competitions. 
Handball, along with football and 
hurling, falls under this committee’s 
remit and I feel that they – and not  
us – should be taking the lead on  
it in terms of logistics and finance.

CLUBS AND OFFICIALS
We are extremely grateful to all the 
clubs who assist in hosting matches 
and providing officials. I am personally 
grateful to the small number of 
dedicated volunteers who attend Ulster 
meetings without fail and help out in 
any way they are asked. 

We are also grateful to Ulster GAA (Paul 
McGurk and Seamus Donnelly) for help 
with designing a promotional poster. 

LOOKING FORWARD
I believe we will make little or no 
progress in the medium to long term 
without a proper link-up with Ulster 
GAA. To do this properly, we will need 
more volunteers to get involved at 
provincial level and take on roles and 
I am appealing to clubs and counties 
to put forward suggestions for same.
Almost 200 adults have entered 
our Ulster 40x20 Championships 
which serve off this month. There 
is tremendous scope for growth of 
this brilliant Gaelic sport but the 
game needs a helping hand from the 
powers that be.

With such a shortage of volunteers 
at provincial level, it feels as if our 
time is taken up ‘ticking over’ from 
competition to competition, which 
means that strategic planning has 
been neglected badly. This is an 
area where the handball committee 
needs assistance and we intend to 
approach Ulster GAA in this regard 
early in 2019.

PAUL FITZPATRICK
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UACHTARÁN
Micheal Ó hOsáin
Michael Hasson

RÚNAÍ 
Brian Mac Fhíobhuí 
Brian McAvoy

LEAS UACHTARÁN 
Oilibhéar Ó Gealagain
Oliver Galligan

CISTEOIR
Ciarán Mac Lochlainn
Ciaran McLaughlin 

OFIGEACH CAIPREAMH POIBLÍ
Micheál Mag Eochagáin 
Michael Geoghegan

AONTROIM
Alasandar Mac Uilin
Alec McQuillan
Séamas Mac Giolla Eáin
Jim McLean

ARD MHACHA
Pól Ó Ceallaigh
Paul Kelly
Liam Ross
Liam Ross
             
AN CABHÁN
Déaglán Mac Conchoille 
Declan Woods 
Tomás Ó Raghallaigh
Tom O Reilly

DOIRE
Liam Ó Duibhne
Liam Peoples
Gearóid Ó Donnghaile
Gerry Donnelly 

DÚN NA NGALL
Liam Mac Giolla Chainnigh 
Liam McElhinney
PJ Mac Gabhann
PJ McGowan

AN DÚN
Mairin O hUiginn
Maureen O’Higgins
Miceal Mac Ardail
Michael McArdle

COMHAIRLE ULADH C.L.G.
ULSTER COUNCIL G.A.A. 201825 

FEAR MANACH
Brian Armitage
Brian Armitage
Seamus Ó Tuamáin
Jim Tummon

MHUINEACHÁIN
Brendáin Mac Cathasaigh
Brendan Casey
Seán Mac Cionaoith
Sean McKenna 

TÍR EOGHAIN
Aidrian Ó Catháin
Adrian O’ Kane
Dermot Mac Eochaidh
Dermot McCaughey

COMHAIRLE 
IARBHUNSCOILEANNA ULADH
Pól Maxwell
Paul Maxwell

CUMANN NA MBUNSCOL
Míceál Ó Coinn
Mickey Quinn

ARD OIDEACHAIS
Peadar Finn
Peter Finn 

LIATHRÓID LÁIMHE
Roibeard Mag Uidhir
Dr Robert Maguire

HONORARY LEGAL ADVISOR
Gearard Ó hÍr
Gerry O’Hare

HONORARY STRATEGIC ADVISOR
Marcus Mac Conmhide
Mark Conway
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